
 
 

Often great ministry ideas can come right out of our own experiences and needs.  In 2010, I 

began a new appointment in Chesapeake, and in August 2010 my wife Christine and I welcomed 

our second child Sarah into our family.  Our son Nathan was 2 ½ years old at the time.  It was 

then that we realized that we too needed support and encouragement. While talking to one of her 

seminary friends, Christine was encouraged to find a  MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) group in 

our community. 

  

MOPS began 40 years ago to encourage moms, and provide women with a place to connect with 

other women who are experiencing many of the same struggles that having young children in the 

home can bring.  MOPS is committed to being welcoming to all women, connecting them with 

other moms and to Christ, so that no mom is alone.  MOPS  is now an international organization 

with hundreds of groups around the globe. 

 

After looking around our area we realized that the closest MOPS group in Ohio for Christine to 

attend with the children was over 30 miles away.  So we began to look into what it would take to 

begin this important, life changing ministry here in Chesapeake.  In October of 2011, our MOPS 

group began meeting at Chesapeake UMC.  We began with four moms that first day, and it has 

now grown to include over 25 moms and their children.  Our MOPS group meets on the 1st and 

3rd
 
Wednesdays of each month, during the school year.   

 

The agreed importance of this ministry has led the church to intensify our "radical hospitality".  

We have a great team of five volunteers from our congregation who provide child care while our 

moms get to take a break and find encouragement.  One of our volunteers has said, “It is one of 

the most important things I have been involved with.  I love MOPS.”  This past summer, in order 

to make room for all of the children, the church remodeled the nursery, and we have added 

another room for child care during MOPS.  We have also purchased a paging system for parents 

to use during MOPS and during other gatherings.  

  

Through MOPS, lives are being changed!  I believe here at Chesapeake UMC we are providing 

for so many what is so easy to overlook, a community that will change their lives forever.  At 

Chesapeake UMC, we are connecting moms to one another and to Jesus Christ.  We are 

encouraging every mom to be the best mom she can be, and helping her to know that she is not 

alone.   For more information about this important ministry and about how you can become a 

host church, please visit www.mops.org.   
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