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This is your district president and team working for you, 

Shawnee Valley ladies.  We love being here for you!!! 

Greetings to the ladies of Shawnee Valley, 

I hope you had a blessed holiday season and are enjoying the 

snowy days (and yes--- icy and rainy) of winter.  Thankfully 

spring will be here before we realize it.  That leads me to a big 

event for our district—Spring Enrichment.  It will be held at the 

First United Methodist Church in Chillicothe on Saturday, April 21, 2018, with a starting time of 9:00 AM.  

We will be discussing racial justice.  Our guest speaker will be a gentleman who during WWII was placed 

in a Japanese internment camp here in the U.S.  We will also see a 30 minute video where Ethel Johnson 

shares the history of United Methodist Women and their fight for justice.  We will discuss other groups 

that we, in the US, have not given justice to as expected by the Bible and our country’s own Pledge (by 

the way, I am a big history buff and I hope you are too!!!).  Discussion and questions will also be part of 

the program.  We will also have our Memorial Service and the presentations of 5 Star Units, Reading 

Program, and Mission Today.  The registration form is included in this newsletter. 

The next event is the Assembly being held in Columbus, Ohio, on the weekend of May 18-20, 2018.  This 

event occurs every 4 years.  An information sheet can be found in this newsletter. 

In March, there will be a special time to give to the Legacy Fund.  Again there is an information sheet in 

this newsletter.  

Our annual Mission u will be a 4 day event at Ada, OH, at Ohio Northern University.  The dates are July 

5-8, 2018.  An information sheet is in the newsletter. 

I encourage you to participate in making kits, especially school and hygiene, which will be taken to the 

Festival of Sharing in September. 

Our Fall Annual meeting will be held at Friendship on October 13, 2018.  More information will be in our 

next newsletter. 

The conference’s Annual Celebration will be held in Lancaster, OH, on October 20, 2018. 

I would like to thank all the units for their cooperation in returning the forms that were sent to you.  We 

will be doing the same next year but with different due dates.  I hope to combine some forms so there 

won’t be so much duplication.  Please watch for these this fall. 

WOC has a new website and it is FANTASTIC!!!  Go to www.westohioumw.org where you will find links 

to The Messenger, our conference newsletter; an event calendar; introduction to the leadership team; 

information on the Assembly and Mission u; links to state and national missions; a link to our 

newsletter, Shawnee Signals; and information on Response and the reading program.  Please try to get 

to this site and check it out.  You’ll be glad that you did. 

Millie Hutchison 
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Disrupting the Temple:  Third Sunday in Lent 
by Tara Barnes 
 
At a student lie-in at the White House, organized by Teens for Gun Reform, in February 2018.  

Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the 
coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things 
out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!” —John 2:15-16 

Growing up, I remember the story of Jesus overturning the money changers’ tables presented as an example of Jesus’ 

humanity—a flawed reaction to something that upset him. “Even Jesus got angry sometimes!” My young mind pictured 
Jesus soon after apologizing and helping the merchants clean up. As a young, white Christian girl I’d been subtly (and 
sometimes blatantly) taught that politeness was my greatest virtue. But politeness is only an empty measure of how well 
one follows social expectations; it does not represent kindness or any moral fortitude. The story of Jesus cleansing the 

temple appears in all four Gospels, and in none of them does it say Jesus felt bad for his actions. In fact, John 2:13-22, 
the lectionary reading for this third Sunday of Lent, tells us Jesus takes time to make a whip of cords before entering the temple in Jerusalem to confront the money 
changers and merchants. Jesus didn’t succumb to a fit of rage—he planned a disruption. 

Jews worshipping at the temple needed animals for sacrifice and money for tithing. The Rome-appointed religious leaders often disallowed animals brought from 
home, and Roman money was not accepted, which meant worshippers needed to have “approved” animals to sacrifice and their Roman money needed to be 
exchanged for Jewish currency. The temple leadership took advantage of worshippers by charging exorbitant prices for animals and currency exchange. And because 
of Passover and the great number of worshippers, the sales likely spilled outside of designated marketplace areas and into holy spaces of worship. 

Was Jesus protesting unholy practices in holy space? The mistreatment of those trying to practice the laws of their faith? The power structure set up to hurt the most to 
benefit a few? The church being used as an instrument of the Empire? There are arguments for each. The point is he didn’t like what was happening and made sure 
others knew it. 

Right now, high school students in South Florida are letting the world know they want stricter gun laws. In the wake of yet another mass shooting at an American 
school, they are speaking, marching and confronting their lawmakers, some even face to face, and telling them to prioritize children’s lives over campaign 
contributions. 

You’ll hear some argue that these are just angry children behaving emotionally, that they’re overturning tables as a reaction. But that’s not what’s happening. They are 
organizing. They are making their whips of cords. They are confronting powers and telling them #NeverAgain. They are bravely entering temples of power and telling 
those in power that their priorities are wrong. 

This Lent season, may our prayers go to those bravely standing for what is right and just—even if it upsets the temple. 

 

 

Tara Barnes is editor of response. 

Posted or updated: 3/2/2018 12:00:00 AM 
 
 
 

 
 



In Memory 
 
 

 
 
 

 
My friend since childhood and my sister in Christ went to heaven 
to be with Jesus and those who went before her.  I will miss her 
and so will so many others.   
      
She was the vice president of our circle and held several different 
offices on the district team including treasurer, nominations, 
Spiritual Growth, and Education/Interpretation.   (Millie) 
 

Rebecca Sue “Becky” Johnson, 64, of 
State Route 220, Waverly, Ohio, died 10:42 
a.m. Friday, February 23, 2018 at Signature Healthcare, Chillicothe, Ohio. 
   
  Becky was 
born June 26, 1953 in Chillicothe, Ohio, the daughter of the late Jack Flack 
and Leona Mae (Winks) Flack. She was united in marriage to Daniel W. 
Johnson on August 29, 1975 who survives. 
 
She was a graduate of the Chillicothe High School class of 1971 and went 
on to obtain her Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees from Ohio University. 
 
Becky had taught for the Pike County MRDD for 5 years and for Waverly 
City schools for 31 years. She also the Waverly Junior High Girl’s track 
coach for 26 years. Becky was very active in the Waverly Classroom 
Teacher Association, holding many offices including a member of the 
negotiating committee, treasurer, vice president, and president. She was 
selected as the Waverly representative to the OEA Convention in Columbus 
many times. Becky was even awarded as a Martha Holden Jennings 

Foundation Scholar. Even after retiring from teaching, Becky was a very active volunteer in 
classrooms and for Habitat for Humanity. 
 
Becky was a lifelong member of Tyler Memorial UMC. Becky was involved in many areas of 
leadership such as teaching Sunday school, Bible studies, VBS, and was a part of the faith 
development committee. Becky also served as vice-president of Tyler’s UMW Mary-Martha Circle 
as well as being active in the District UMW. She also served as Lay Member to the Annual 
Conference for Tyler Church. 
 
 

  

It is with great sorrow that we announce the death 
and loss of our dear friend and the Shawnee Valley 
District’s Appointed Education and Interpretation 
Coordinator and Committee on Nominations member 
Becky Johnson.  Becky passed away February 23, 
2018.  She will be greatly missed and served  8+  
years on the District team. 

Disrupting the Temple:  Third Sunday in Lent
by Tara Barnes

At a student lie-in at the White House,  
organized by Teens for Gun Reform, in 
February 2018. 

Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them 
out of the temple, both the sheep and the 
cattle. He also poured out the coins of the 
money changers and overturned their tables. 
He told those who were selling the doves, 
“Take these things out of here! Stop making 
my Father’s house a marketplace!” —John 2:15-16

Growing up, I remember the story of Jesus overturning the money 
changers’ tables presented as an example of Jesus’ humanity—a flawed 
reaction to something that upset him. “Even Jesus got angry sometimes!” 
My young mind pictured Jesus soon after apologizing and helping the 
merchants clean up. As a young, white Christian girl I’d been subtly  
(and sometimes blatantly) taught that politeness was my greatest virtue. 
But politeness is only an empty measure of how well one follows social 
expectations; it does not represent kindness or any moral fortitude.  
The story of Jesus cleansing the temple appears in all four Gospels, and 
in none of them does it say Jesus felt bad for his actions. In fact, John 
2:13-22, the lectionary reading for this third Sunday of Lent, tells us Jesus 
takes time to make a whip of cords before entering the temple in  
Jerusalem to confront the money changers and merchants. Jesus didn’t 
succumb to a fit of rage—he planned a disruption.

Jews worshipping at the temple needed animals for sacrifice and money 
for tithing. The Rome-appointed religious leaders often disallowed  
animals brought from home, and Roman money was not accepted, which 
meant worshippers needed to have “approved” animals to sacrifice and 
their Roman money needed to be exchanged for Jewish currency.  
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Bible Verses for Facing the Impossible 
                   Anything is possible with God's help. Faith and prayer are the key to facing life's challenges. 
                                                                                  by Elizabeth Peale Allen  (Guidepost) 
  

God can make the impossible possible. When God told 100-
year-old Abraham that he and his 90-year-old wife Sarah that 
they would have a child, Abraham dropped to the ground in 
unbelieving laughter at such a ridiculous idea, and Sarah 
joined him in the laughter  
(Genesis 17:15-17; 18:10-12). But it happened. 
 
When an angel told the young Virgin Mary she would have a 

baby to be named Jesus, she asked how that was possible. The angel’s answer: 
“With God nothing shall be impossible” (Luke 1:26-37). 
 
He is saying that to you, too. Do you remember the time when a man  
brought to Jesus a little boy who often foamed at the mouth and fell  
down, sometimes into water or fire? This distraught father told Jesus 
in effect, “I brought the boy to your disciples, but they couldn’t help us.” But 
Jesus could! When the man said to the Lord, “If you can do  
anything...help us!” Jesus replied, “Everything is possible 
for one who believes” (Mark 9:17-23). 
 
Our Lord said almost the same thing to his disciples at 
other times (Matthew 19:26 and Luke 18:27). And everyone 
who believes in Christ is his disciple and can trust him to 
help in seemingly impossible situations.  
 
Faith and prayer are the keys to making the impossible 
possible—even though the process can be very slow and 
even if our faith is very small.  Jesus said that faith as tiny as a mustard seed—
one of the tiniest seeds on earth—can move mountains (Matthew 17:20). 
 
When you face an impossible situation, remember: 

� “God is my strength and power” (2 Samuel 22:33). 
� “With God all things are possible” (Matthew 19:26). 
� “We are more than conquerors through Him that loved us” (Romans 8:37). 
� "God is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine” (Ephesians 3:20). 
� “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13).

The temple leadership took advantage of worshippers by charging  
exorbitant prices for animals and currency exchange. And because of 
Passover and the great number of worshippers, the sales likely spilled 
outside of designated marketplace areas and into holy spaces of worship.

Was Jesus protesting unholy practices in holy space? The mistreatment  
of those trying to practice the laws of their faith? The power structure set  
up to hurt the most to benefit a few? The church being used as an  
instrument of the Empire? There are arguments for each. The point is he 
didn’t like what was happening and made sure others knew it.

Right now, high school students in South Florida are letting the world 
know they want stricter gun laws. In the wake of yet another mass  
shooting at an American school, they are speaking, marching and  
confronting their lawmakers, some even face to face, and telling them  
to prioritize children’s lives over campaign contributions.

You’ll hear some argue that these 
are just angry children behaving 
emotionally, that they’re over-
turning tables as a reaction. But 
that’s not what’s happening. They 
are organizing. They are making 
their whips of cords. They are 
confronting powers and telling 
them #NeverAgain. They are 
bravely entering temples of  
power and telling those in power 
that their priorities are wrong.

This Lent season, may our prayers go to those bravely standing for what 
is right and just—even if it upsets the temple.

Tara Barnes is editor of response.
Posted or updated: 3/2/2018 12:00:00 AM
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2018 promises to be a BOLD year!  The Greek word for bold is tharreo which means to be 
confident.  In Hebrews 13:6 it says, “Therefore we may boldly say: The Lord is my helper; I will 
not be afraid.  What can man do to me?” What a powerful statement this year for each of us to 
remember!  You can also check out the following verses about being bold or confident – 2 
Corinthians 5:6, 5:8, 7:16, 10:1, and 10:2.  Will you take this opportunity to step out boldly in 
faith this year?  Do something different – take a mission trip, teach English to immigrants, 
volunteer at a food kitchen, host a foreign exchange student monthly dinner in your home or 
adopt a foreign exchange student.  Another way to step out in faith is to give your testimony of 
God’s love and mercy in your life to others everywhere you go including The Assembly held this 
year in Columbus, Ohio!!  It is scheduled for May 18-20 at the Convention Center.  You can also 
give your testimony at work, church, and even at the grocery store.  Wherever God leads you to 
stop and intervene in someone’s life is the perfect time and place to reveal His love and glory!! 
Amen and Amen. 

Loving God’s Creation, 
Stephanie Wright 
Shawnee Valley District Secretary/Appointed Communications Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

    

 

TOP TEN THINGS YOU CAN TRY FOR THE LENTEN SEASON:  source- www.upperroom.org 

10. Try an electronic fast. Give up TV, Facebook, texting, tweeting, e-mail and all things electronic for one day 
every week. (Or everyday of Lent!) Use the time to read & pray. Learn about fasting. 

9. Start a prayer rhythm. Each day of Lent, go to The Upper Room's prayer wall and pray for another person. 

8. Go deeper. Take an online course as a part of your Lenten discipline. 

7. Forgive someone who doesn't deserve it (maybe even yourself.) Study a book on forgiveness, such as 
Forgiveness, the Passionate Journey. 

6. Give up soft drinks, fast food, tea or coffee. Let Juliana’s Ice Cream Fast inspire you to give up some food or 
drink as a way to grow closer to God. Give the money you save to help folks in a different part of the world who are in 
crisis. 

5. Create a daily quiet time. Spend 10 minutes a day in silence and prayer. Read a daily devotional for the season of 
Lent. See how it can help you add spiritual practice to your daily life beyond Lent. 

4. Cultivate a l ife of gratitude. Write someone a thank you letter each week and be aware of how many people 
have helped you along the way. Learn more about spiritual practice of gratitude. 

3. Visit Sight Psalms and spend time in visual meditation and prayer.  

2. Volunteer one hour or more each week with a local shelter, tutoring program, nursing home, prison ministry. Pray 
for the world. 

1. Pray for others you see as you walk as you walk to and from classes or drive to and from work.  

WE NEED YOU!               
  
Hi, 
 
   We are the new Co-Chairs of the Shawnee Valley District Nominating Committee.  
Cristine Horsley attends Dry Run UMC and Molly Manring attends Chillicothe First 
UMC.  We are looking for a few women who would like to serve on the District Mission 
Team.  If you are interested or know of someone who would like to serve, PLEASE, 
PLEASE contact either one of us.  We are looking forward to meeting all the UMW 
members at Shawnee Valley Spring Enrichment on April 21 at Chillicothe First UMC.  
Thank you,  
  
           Cristine Horsley                                                              Molly Manring 
           740-775-4565                                                                740-642-4554 
          CHORSE1964@gmail.com                                              gmm@roadrunner.com 
 

 
 
 
Hello Ladies, 
 
   The New Year 2018 arrived with a bang.  
It has been crazy cold, windy, and lots of 
snow, ice, and rain.  Hopefully, you have 
stayed in, and used some of this time to 
catch up on your reading.   
Remember, I'll be giving out reading 

certificates at the Spring Enrichment at the First Methodist Church of Chillicothe, 
Saturday April 21st.  I hope you have turned in your reading list, with at least one book 
read in each category.  The five categories are Education for Mission, Leadership 
Development, Nurturing for Community, Social Action, and Spiritual Growth.  Hope to 
see you in the Program Resource room at Spring Enrichment, looking over the 2018 
selection of books.  There are some good ones... 
 
Blessings,  
 
Program Resource Coordinator 
 
Judy Barber  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



SHAWNEE VALLEY UNITED METHODIST WOMEN SPRING 
ENRICHMENT 2018 

APRIL 21 

CHILLICOTHE 1ST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

585 E. MAIN STREET  

9:00 A.M.—12:00ish 

Lunch is $10.00 

 

Send registration by April 16 to: 

Margaret Hedden  

620 Market St., P .O. Box 414 

Piketon, OH  45661 

Names: ___________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Church:  ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Special food needs:  

_________________________________________________________________ 

JUSTICE FOR ALL 

Hi, everyone,  

   It’s a new year again and we are really doing well with the pledges and offerings. We had a 
terrific year last year (2017) thanks to all our churches and UMW members. We met our pledge 
to the Conference and then some. God has really blessed our District with faithfulness. 
Hopefully, 2018, will be better than ever and thank you all for making my job really enjoyable 
and easy. I love meeting you all. Let’s be in much prayer for each other and our District! 

Margaret Hedden 

Shawnee Valley District Treasurer 

 

 

Events for 2018: 

March 23 Day of Giving—Legacy Fund Endowment Campaign 

April 21 Spring Enrichment at Chillicothe First—starts at 9:00—cost $10 

May 18-20 Assembly in Columbus 

June 3-8 Annual Conference at Lakeside 

July 5-8 Mission u at Ohio Northern in Ada 

Sept.  Festival of Sharing kits due 

Oct. 13  Fall Annual at Friendship 

Oct. 20  Annual Celebration in Lancaster 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

         We are happy to report that  
      21% of our goal has been  
      reached.   
 

 

 

 

It is because of you that we reach our Mission Giving goal!  It is because of you that we can be 
the hands and feet of Christ around the world!  It is because of you that God’s Glory is able to 
be expressed far and wide! Thank you from the women of the Shawnee Valley District mission 
team!! 

Gifts to the Legacy Fund can be made in several ways: 

Online at unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacyfund 

By phone: 800-278-7771 

(8 am-6pm EST, M-F) 

 

Text Legacy150 to 41444 

By check:  Note "Legacy Fund" 

in  memo and mail to: 

United Methodist Women Treasurer 

15th Floor, 475 Riverside Drive 

New York, NY 10115. 
 

 
 
 
 

Ladies and Gentlemen please share your copy of the Shawnee Signals with others in your Circle and 
church if you are able to make copies.  If you are not able to make copies but some are able to access 
the internet, please direct them to the West Ohio Conference website to view our newsletter as well 
as other District newsletter, the Conference newsletter, and other vital UMW information.  
www.westohioumw..org  

Day of Giving 
March 23, 2018 

 
United Methodist Women staff at the national office have exciting plans for Day of 
Giving 2018. We would like every member to be engaged and take part in our 
celebratory giving season leading up to March 23. With great excitement, United 
Methodist Women is pleased to announce the Legacy Fund Endowment Campaign goal 
of $60 million. The Legacy Fund will undergird the capacity of future generations of United 
Methodist Women members to carry forward our mission of service and advocacy with 
women, children and youth in the United States and around the world for the next 150 
years. 
  
Achieving this ambitious and forward-looking goal will culminate United Methodist 
Women’s five-year 150th celebration. We are already off to a great start, having 
secured $17.4 million for the fund — nearly a third of the campaign’s $60 million goal! 
Every member of United Methodist Women is invited to contribute to the Legacy Fund. 
Any amount is welcome. Members are also invited to name the Legacy Fund in their will 
or as a beneficiary of an insurance policy or pension. 
. 
At this special commemorative moment in United Methodist Women history, we are 
laying the groundwork for our next 150 years in mission. We look forward to working 
with you to achieve the goal of the Legacy Fund Endowment Campaign. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Come join us at Ohio Northern University for our annual school of mission, featuring in-depth 
mission studies and many other learning opportunities, inspiring worship services, plus time 
for relaxation and meditation, exploring the beautiful campus, visiting with old and new 
friends, and more. Mission u has something for everyone—male, female, adults, youth, and 
children. We invite you to grow with us in learning and understanding the mission of the 
church through worship, study, music, and prayer.  
 
Mission Studies: 
 Spiritual Growth: Embracing Wholeness: An Earth Perspective for Covenantal Living 
 Global and Geographic Understanding: United Methodist Church Missionary Conferences 
 Social Justice Understanding: What About Our Money? A Faith Response 
 Children Study: Money Matters  
 Youth Study: Is It Just Money? Our Dollars, God’s Economy  
 
Two schedule options: 
 The 4-day program is an immersive experience, with in-depth study in two mission topics, 

choice of enrichment sessions, and many elective activities. CEU credits are available. 
Youth and children programs are also offered. 

 The day sampler includes an overview of the mission studies and other activities. The 
Spanish language track is also offered during the day sampler program. Special activities 
are available for youth and children, and child care is provided for children K-6. 

  
Dates and Fees: 

July 5-8—4-Day Program—$275 adults/youth—$75 children/youth on family plan 
July 7—Day Sampler—$50 adults—$20 children/youth 
Housing and meals are included in the 4-day program. Lunch is included in the day sampler.  
Scholarships for first-time attendees are available, and there is a discount for early registration. 

 
Important Dates to Remember: 
 March 1 Registration begins 
 April 15 Early registration discount ends 
 April 15 Scholarship request deadline 
 June 15 Online registration ends and late registration fee applies 
 June 30 Registration closes 

Registration Opens March 1. To Register, visit westohioumc.org 



Hope everyone has had a nice, relaxing winter and I hope you have been spending time with 
God.  It will refresh your soul.  Have you been reading your Bible, the response and daily 
devotions?  It is time to begin your Lent study.  The resurrection of Christ is God’s answer of 
hope to our cry of despair.  Life’s greatest joy is the sure hope of heaven! 

The colors of Easter are: 

Green is for the palms that they waved at Him as He entered into Jerusalem. 
Purple is for the wine He poured and blessed before He faced His final test. 
Red is for the precious blood He shed from the crown of thorns placed on His head. 
Black is for the sky as he died on the cross, suffering to redeem our loss. 
Pink, Yellow and Orange are for the dawn that morn when the tomb was empty and hope was 
reborn. 
White is for the dazzling light that awed all who saw Him arisen -the Song of God Alleluia. 
Put jelly beans in snack bag.  I added two kisses along with a paper to explain the meaning of 
the colors of Easter. 
 
Ladies, please come to our Spring Enrichment.  We will have a Memorial Service.  If you have any 
questions, please call me. 
God’s Blessings, 

Karen Sue Evans 
5212 U.S. Hwy 52 
Stout, OH 45684 
740-858-5315 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hope everyone has had a nice, relaxing winter and I hope you have been spending 

time with God.  It will refresh your soul.  Have you been reading your Bible, the 

response and daily devotions?  It is time to begin your Lent study.  The resurrection 

of Christ is God’s answer of hope to our cry of despair.  Life’s greatest joy is the 

sure hope of heaven!

The colors of Easter are:

Green is for the palms that they waved at Him as He entered into Jerusalem.

Purple is for the wine He poured and blessed before He faced His final test.

Red is for the precious blood He shed from the crown of thorns placed on His head.

Black is for the sky as he died on the cross, suffering to redeem our loss.

Pink, Yellow and Orange are for the dawn that morn when the tomb was empty  

 and hope was reborn.

White is for the dazzling light that awed all who saw Him arisen -the Song  

 of God Alleluia.

Put jelly beans in snack bag.  I added two kisses along with a paper to  

 explain the meaning of the colors of Easter.

Ladies, please come to our Spring Enrichment.  We will have a Memorial Service.  

If you have any questions, please call me.

God’s Blessings,

Karen Sue Evans

5212 U.S. Hwy 52

Stout, OH 45684

740-858-5315



Hope everyone has had a nice, relaxing winter and I hope you have been spending time with 
God.  It will refresh your soul.  Have you been reading your Bible, the response and daily 
devotions?  It is time to begin your Lent study.  The resurrection of Christ is God’s answer of 
hope to our cry of despair.  Life’s greatest joy is the sure hope of heaven! 

The colors of Easter are: 

Green is for the palms that they waved at Him as He entered into Jerusalem. 
Purple is for the wine He poured and blessed before He faced His final test. 
Red is for the precious blood He shed from the crown of thorns placed on His head. 
Black is for the sky as he died on the cross, suffering to redeem our loss. 
Pink, Yellow and Orange are for the dawn that morn when the tomb was empty and hope was 
reborn. 
White is for the dazzling light that awed all who saw Him arisen -the Song of God Alleluia. 
Put jelly beans in snack bag.  I added two kisses along with a paper to explain the meaning of 
the colors of Easter. 
 
Ladies, please come to our Spring Enrichment.  We will have a Memorial Service.  If you have any 
questions, please call me. 
God’s Blessings, 

Karen Sue Evans 
5212 U.S. Hwy 52 
Stout, OH 45684 
740-858-5315 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hope everyone has had a nice, relaxing winter and I hope you have been spending 

time with God.  It will refresh your soul.  Have you been reading your Bible, the 

response and daily devotions?  It is time to begin your Lent study.  The resurrection 

of Christ is God’s answer of hope to our cry of despair.  Life’s greatest joy is the 

sure hope of heaven!

The colors of Easter are:

Green is for the palms that they waved at Him as He entered into Jerusalem.

Purple is for the wine He poured and blessed before He faced His final test.

Red is for the precious blood He shed from the crown of thorns placed on His head.

Black is for the sky as he died on the cross, suffering to redeem our loss.

Pink, Yellow and Orange are for the dawn that morn when the tomb was empty  

 and hope was reborn.

White is for the dazzling light that awed all who saw Him arisen -the Song  

 of God Alleluia.

Put jelly beans in snack bag.  I added two kisses along with a paper to  

 explain the meaning of the colors of Easter.

Ladies, please come to our Spring Enrichment.  We will have a Memorial Service.  

If you have any questions, please call me.

God’s Blessings,

Karen Sue Evans

5212 U.S. Hwy 52

Stout, OH 45684

740-858-5315



Come join us at Ohio Northern University for our annual school of mission, featuring in-depth 
mission studies and many other learning opportunities, inspiring worship services, plus time 
for relaxation and meditation, exploring the beautiful campus, visiting with old and new 
friends, and more. Mission u has something for everyone—male, female, adults, youth, and 
children. We invite you to grow with us in learning and understanding the mission of the 
church through worship, study, music, and prayer.  
 
Mission Studies: 
 Spiritual Growth: Embracing Wholeness: An Earth Perspective for Covenantal Living 
 Global and Geographic Understanding: United Methodist Church Missionary Conferences 
 Social Justice Understanding: What About Our Money? A Faith Response 
 Children Study: Money Matters  
 Youth Study: Is It Just Money? Our Dollars, God’s Economy  
 
Two schedule options: 
 The 4-day program is an immersive experience, with in-depth study in two mission topics, 

choice of enrichment sessions, and many elective activities. CEU credits are available. 
Youth and children programs are also offered. 

 The day sampler includes an overview of the mission studies and other activities. The 
Spanish language track is also offered during the day sampler program. Special activities 
are available for youth and children, and child care is provided for children K-6. 

  
Dates and Fees: 

July 5-8—4-Day Program—$275 adults/youth—$75 children/youth on family plan 
July 7—Day Sampler—$50 adults—$20 children/youth 
Housing and meals are included in the 4-day program. Lunch is included in the day sampler.  
Scholarships for first-time attendees are available, and there is a discount for early registration. 

 
Important Dates to Remember: 
 March 1 Registration begins 
 April 15 Early registration discount ends 
 April 15 Scholarship request deadline 
 June 15 Online registration ends and late registration fee applies 
 June 30 Registration closes 

Registration Opens March 1. To Register, visit westohioumc.org 



 

 

 

 

 

 

         We are happy to report that  
      21% of our goal has been  
      reached.   
 

 

 

 

It is because of you that we reach our Mission Giving goal!  It is because of you that we can be 
the hands and feet of Christ around the world!  It is because of you that God’s Glory is able to 
be expressed far and wide! Thank you from the women of the Shawnee Valley District mission 
team!! 

Gifts to the Legacy Fund can be made in several ways: 

Online at unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacyfund 

By phone: 800-278-7771 

(8 am-6pm EST, M-F) 

 

Text Legacy150 to 41444 

By check:  Note "Legacy Fund" 

in  memo and mail to: 

United Methodist Women Treasurer 

15th Floor, 475 Riverside Drive 

New York, NY 10115. 
 

 
 
 
 

Ladies and Gentlemen please share your copy of the Shawnee Signals with others in your Circle and 
church if you are able to make copies.  If you are not able to make copies but some are able to access 
the internet, please direct them to the West Ohio Conference website to view our newsletter as well 
as other District newsletter, the Conference newsletter, and other vital UMW information.  
www.westohioumw..org  

Day of Giving 
March 23, 2018 

 
United Methodist Women staff at the national office have exciting plans for Day of 
Giving 2018. We would like every member to be engaged and take part in our 
celebratory giving season leading up to March 23. With great excitement, United 
Methodist Women is pleased to announce the Legacy Fund Endowment Campaign goal 
of $60 million. The Legacy Fund will undergird the capacity of future generations of United 
Methodist Women members to carry forward our mission of service and advocacy with 
women, children and youth in the United States and around the world for the next 150 
years. 
  
Achieving this ambitious and forward-looking goal will culminate United Methodist 
Women’s five-year 150th celebration. We are already off to a great start, having 
secured $17.4 million for the fund — nearly a third of the campaign’s $60 million goal! 
Every member of United Methodist Women is invited to contribute to the Legacy Fund. 
Any amount is welcome. Members are also invited to name the Legacy Fund in their will 
or as a beneficiary of an insurance policy or pension. 
. 
At this special commemorative moment in United Methodist Women history, we are 
laying the groundwork for our next 150 years in mission. We look forward to working 
with you to achieve the goal of the Legacy Fund Endowment Campaign. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SHAWNEE VALLEY UNITED METHODIST WOMEN SPRING 
ENRICHMENT 2018 

APRIL 21 

CHILLICOTHE 1ST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

585 E. MAIN STREET  

9:00 A.M.—12:00ish 

Lunch is $10.00 

 

Send registration by April 16 to: 

Margaret Hedden  

620 Market St., P .O. Box 414 

Piketon, OH  45661 

Names: ___________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Church:  ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Special food needs:  

_________________________________________________________________ 

JUSTICE FOR ALL 

Hi, everyone,  

   It’s a new year again and we are really doing well with the pledges and offerings. We had a 
terrific year last year (2017) thanks to all our churches and UMW members. We met our pledge 
to the Conference and then some. God has really blessed our District with faithfulness. 
Hopefully, 2018, will be better than ever and thank you all for making my job really enjoyable 
and easy. I love meeting you all. Let’s be in much prayer for each other and our District! 

Margaret Hedden 

Shawnee Valley District Treasurer 

 

 

Events for 2018: 

March 23 Day of Giving—Legacy Fund Endowment Campaign 

April 21 Spring Enrichment at Chillicothe First—starts at 9:00—cost $10 

May 18-20 Assembly in Columbus 

June 3-8 Annual Conference at Lakeside 

July 5-8 Mission u at Ohio Northern in Ada 

Sept.  Festival of Sharing kits due 

Oct. 13  Fall Annual at Friendship 

Oct. 20  Annual Celebration in Lancaster 

 

 

 

 

 



2018 promises to be a BOLD year!  The Greek word for bold is tharreo which means to be 
confident.  In Hebrews 13:6 it says, “Therefore we may boldly say: The Lord is my helper; I will 
not be afraid.  What can man do to me?” What a powerful statement this year for each of us to 
remember!  You can also check out the following verses about being bold or confident – 2 
Corinthians 5:6, 5:8, 7:16, 10:1, and 10:2.  Will you take this opportunity to step out boldly in 
faith this year?  Do something different – take a mission trip, teach English to immigrants, 
volunteer at a food kitchen, host a foreign exchange student monthly dinner in your home or 
adopt a foreign exchange student.  Another way to step out in faith is to give your testimony of 
God’s love and mercy in your life to others everywhere you go including The Assembly held this 
year in Columbus, Ohio!!  It is scheduled for May 18-20 at the Convention Center.  You can also 
give your testimony at work, church, and even at the grocery store.  Wherever God leads you to 
stop and intervene in someone’s life is the perfect time and place to reveal His love and glory!! 
Amen and Amen. 

Loving God’s Creation, 
Stephanie Wright 
Shawnee Valley District Secretary/Appointed Communications Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

    

 

TOP TEN THINGS YOU CAN TRY FOR THE LENTEN SEASON:  source- www.upperroom.org 

10. Try an electronic fast. Give up TV, Facebook, texting, tweeting, e-mail and all things electronic for one day 
every week. (Or everyday of Lent!) Use the time to read & pray. Learn about fasting. 

9. Start a prayer rhythm. Each day of Lent, go to The Upper Room's prayer wall and pray for another person. 

8. Go deeper. Take an online course as a part of your Lenten discipline. 

7. Forgive someone who doesn't deserve it (maybe even yourself.) Study a book on forgiveness, such as 
Forgiveness, the Passionate Journey. 

6. Give up soft drinks, fast food, tea or coffee. Let Juliana’s Ice Cream Fast inspire you to give up some food or 
drink as a way to grow closer to God. Give the money you save to help folks in a different part of the world who are in 
crisis. 

5. Create a daily quiet time. Spend 10 minutes a day in silence and prayer. Read a daily devotional for the season of 
Lent. See how it can help you add spiritual practice to your daily life beyond Lent. 

4. Cultivate a l ife of gratitude. Write someone a thank you letter each week and be aware of how many people 
have helped you along the way. Learn more about spiritual practice of gratitude. 

3. Visit Sight Psalms and spend time in visual meditation and prayer.  

2. Volunteer one hour or more each week with a local shelter, tutoring program, nursing home, prison ministry. Pray 
for the world. 

1. Pray for others you see as you walk as you walk to and from classes or drive to and from work.  

WE NEED YOU!               
  
Hi, 
 
   We are the new Co-Chairs of the Shawnee Valley District Nominating Committee.  
Cristine Horsley attends Dry Run UMC and Molly Manring attends Chillicothe First 
UMC.  We are looking for a few women who would like to serve on the District Mission 
Team.  If you are interested or know of someone who would like to serve, PLEASE, 
PLEASE contact either one of us.  We are looking forward to meeting all the UMW 
members at Shawnee Valley Spring Enrichment on April 21 at Chillicothe First UMC.  
Thank you,  
  
           Cristine Horsley                                                              Molly Manring 
           740-775-4565                                                                740-642-4554 
          CHORSE1964@gmail.com                                              gmm@roadrunner.com 
 

 
 
 
Hello Ladies, 
 
   The New Year 2018 arrived with a bang.  
It has been crazy cold, windy, and lots of 
snow, ice, and rain.  Hopefully, you have 
stayed in, and used some of this time to 
catch up on your reading.   
Remember, I'll be giving out reading 

certificates at the Spring Enrichment at the First Methodist Church of Chillicothe, 
Saturday April 21st.  I hope you have turned in your reading list, with at least one book 
read in each category.  The five categories are Education for Mission, Leadership 
Development, Nurturing for Community, Social Action, and Spiritual Growth.  Hope to 
see you in the Program Resource room at Spring Enrichment, looking over the 2018 
selection of books.  There are some good ones... 
 
Blessings,  
 
Program Resource Coordinator 
 
Judy Barber  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



Bible Verses for Facing the Impossible 
                   Anything is possible with God's help. Faith and prayer are the key to facing life's challenges. 
                                                                                  by Elizabeth Peale Allen  (Guidepost) 
  

God can make the impossible possible. When God told 100-
year-old Abraham that he and his 90-year-old wife Sarah that 
they would have a child, Abraham dropped to the ground in 
unbelieving laughter at such a ridiculous idea, and Sarah 
joined him in the laughter  
(Genesis 17:15-17; 18:10-12). But it happened. 
 
When an angel told the young Virgin Mary she would have a 

baby to be named Jesus, she asked how that was possible. The angel’s answer: 
“With God nothing shall be impossible” (Luke 1:26-37). 
 
He is saying that to you, too. Do you remember the time when a man  
brought to Jesus a little boy who often foamed at the mouth and fell  
down, sometimes into water or fire? This distraught father told Jesus 
in effect, “I brought the boy to your disciples, but they couldn’t help us.” But 
Jesus could! When the man said to the Lord, “If you can do  
anything...help us!” Jesus replied, “Everything is possible 
for one who believes” (Mark 9:17-23). 
 
Our Lord said almost the same thing to his disciples at 
other times (Matthew 19:26 and Luke 18:27). And everyone 
who believes in Christ is his disciple and can trust him to 
help in seemingly impossible situations.  
 
Faith and prayer are the keys to making the impossible 
possible—even though the process can be very slow and 
even if our faith is very small.  Jesus said that faith as tiny as a mustard seed—
one of the tiniest seeds on earth—can move mountains (Matthew 17:20). 
 
When you face an impossible situation, remember: 

� “God is my strength and power” (2 Samuel 22:33). 
� “With God all things are possible” (Matthew 19:26). 
� “We are more than conquerors through Him that loved us” (Romans 8:37). 
� "God is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine” (Ephesians 3:20). 
� “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13).

The temple leadership took advantage of worshippers by charging  
exorbitant prices for animals and currency exchange. And because of 
Passover and the great number of worshippers, the sales likely spilled 
outside of designated marketplace areas and into holy spaces of worship.

Was Jesus protesting unholy practices in holy space? The mistreatment  
of those trying to practice the laws of their faith? The power structure set  
up to hurt the most to benefit a few? The church being used as an  
instrument of the Empire? There are arguments for each. The point is he 
didn’t like what was happening and made sure others knew it.

Right now, high school students in South Florida are letting the world 
know they want stricter gun laws. In the wake of yet another mass  
shooting at an American school, they are speaking, marching and  
confronting their lawmakers, some even face to face, and telling them  
to prioritize children’s lives over campaign contributions.

You’ll hear some argue that these 
are just angry children behaving 
emotionally, that they’re over-
turning tables as a reaction. But 
that’s not what’s happening. They 
are organizing. They are making 
their whips of cords. They are 
confronting powers and telling 
them #NeverAgain. They are 
bravely entering temples of  
power and telling those in power 
that their priorities are wrong.

This Lent season, may our prayers go to those bravely standing for what 
is right and just—even if it upsets the temple.

Tara Barnes is editor of response.
Posted or updated: 3/2/2018 12:00:00 AM
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Disrupting the Temple:  Third Sunday in Lent 
by Tara Barnes 
 
At a student lie-in at the White House, organized by Teens for Gun Reform, in February 2018.  

Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the 
coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things 
out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!” —John 2:15-16 

Growing up, I remember the story of Jesus overturning the money changers’ tables presented as an example of Jesus’ 

humanity—a flawed reaction to something that upset him. “Even Jesus got angry sometimes!” My young mind pictured 
Jesus soon after apologizing and helping the merchants clean up. As a young, white Christian girl I’d been subtly (and 
sometimes blatantly) taught that politeness was my greatest virtue. But politeness is only an empty measure of how well 
one follows social expectations; it does not represent kindness or any moral fortitude. The story of Jesus cleansing the 

temple appears in all four Gospels, and in none of them does it say Jesus felt bad for his actions. In fact, John 2:13-22, 
the lectionary reading for this third Sunday of Lent, tells us Jesus takes time to make a whip of cords before entering the temple in Jerusalem to confront the money 
changers and merchants. Jesus didn’t succumb to a fit of rage—he planned a disruption. 

Jews worshipping at the temple needed animals for sacrifice and money for tithing. The Rome-appointed religious leaders often disallowed animals brought from 
home, and Roman money was not accepted, which meant worshippers needed to have “approved” animals to sacrifice and their Roman money needed to be 
exchanged for Jewish currency. The temple leadership took advantage of worshippers by charging exorbitant prices for animals and currency exchange. And because 
of Passover and the great number of worshippers, the sales likely spilled outside of designated marketplace areas and into holy spaces of worship. 

Was Jesus protesting unholy practices in holy space? The mistreatment of those trying to practice the laws of their faith? The power structure set up to hurt the most to 
benefit a few? The church being used as an instrument of the Empire? There are arguments for each. The point is he didn’t like what was happening and made sure 
others knew it. 

Right now, high school students in South Florida are letting the world know they want stricter gun laws. In the wake of yet another mass shooting at an American 
school, they are speaking, marching and confronting their lawmakers, some even face to face, and telling them to prioritize children’s lives over campaign 
contributions. 

You’ll hear some argue that these are just angry children behaving emotionally, that they’re overturning tables as a reaction. But that’s not what’s happening. They are 
organizing. They are making their whips of cords. They are confronting powers and telling them #NeverAgain. They are bravely entering temples of power and telling 
those in power that their priorities are wrong. 

This Lent season, may our prayers go to those bravely standing for what is right and just—even if it upsets the temple. 

 

 

Tara Barnes is editor of response. 

Posted or updated: 3/2/2018 12:00:00 AM 
 
 
 

 
 



In Memory 
 
 

 
 
 

 
My friend since childhood and my sister in Christ went to heaven 
to be with Jesus and those who went before her.  I will miss her 
and so will so many others.   
      
She was the vice president of our circle and held several different 
offices on the district team including treasurer, nominations, 
Spiritual Growth, and Education/Interpretation.   (Millie) 
 

Rebecca Sue “Becky” Johnson, 64, of 
State Route 220, Waverly, Ohio, died 10:42 
a.m. Friday, February 23, 2018 at Signature Healthcare, Chillicothe, Ohio. 
   
  Becky was 
born June 26, 1953 in Chillicothe, Ohio, the daughter of the late Jack Flack 
and Leona Mae (Winks) Flack. She was united in marriage to Daniel W. 
Johnson on August 29, 1975 who survives. 
 
She was a graduate of the Chillicothe High School class of 1971 and went 
on to obtain her Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees from Ohio University. 
 
Becky had taught for the Pike County MRDD for 5 years and for Waverly 
City schools for 31 years. She also the Waverly Junior High Girl’s track 
coach for 26 years. Becky was very active in the Waverly Classroom 
Teacher Association, holding many offices including a member of the 
negotiating committee, treasurer, vice president, and president. She was 
selected as the Waverly representative to the OEA Convention in Columbus 
many times. Becky was even awarded as a Martha Holden Jennings 

Foundation Scholar. Even after retiring from teaching, Becky was a very active volunteer in 
classrooms and for Habitat for Humanity. 
 
Becky was a lifelong member of Tyler Memorial UMC. Becky was involved in many areas of 
leadership such as teaching Sunday school, Bible studies, VBS, and was a part of the faith 
development committee. Becky also served as vice-president of Tyler’s UMW Mary-Martha Circle 
as well as being active in the District UMW. She also served as Lay Member to the Annual 
Conference for Tyler Church. 
 
 

  

It is with great sorrow that we announce the death 
and loss of our dear friend and the Shawnee Valley 
District’s Appointed Education and Interpretation 
Coordinator and Committee on Nominations member 
Becky Johnson.  Becky passed away February 23, 
2018.  She will be greatly missed and served  8+  
years on the District team. 

Disrupting the Temple:  Third Sunday in Lent
by Tara Barnes

At a student lie-in at the White House,  
organized by Teens for Gun Reform, in 
February 2018. 

Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them 
out of the temple, both the sheep and the 
cattle. He also poured out the coins of the 
money changers and overturned their tables. 
He told those who were selling the doves, 
“Take these things out of here! Stop making 
my Father’s house a marketplace!” —John 2:15-16

Growing up, I remember the story of Jesus overturning the money 
changers’ tables presented as an example of Jesus’ humanity—a flawed 
reaction to something that upset him. “Even Jesus got angry sometimes!” 
My young mind pictured Jesus soon after apologizing and helping the 
merchants clean up. As a young, white Christian girl I’d been subtly  
(and sometimes blatantly) taught that politeness was my greatest virtue. 
But politeness is only an empty measure of how well one follows social 
expectations; it does not represent kindness or any moral fortitude.  
The story of Jesus cleansing the temple appears in all four Gospels, and 
in none of them does it say Jesus felt bad for his actions. In fact, John 
2:13-22, the lectionary reading for this third Sunday of Lent, tells us Jesus 
takes time to make a whip of cords before entering the temple in  
Jerusalem to confront the money changers and merchants. Jesus didn’t 
succumb to a fit of rage—he planned a disruption.

Jews worshipping at the temple needed animals for sacrifice and money 
for tithing. The Rome-appointed religious leaders often disallowed  
animals brought from home, and Roman money was not accepted, which 
meant worshippers needed to have “approved” animals to sacrifice and 
their Roman money needed to be exchanged for Jewish currency.  
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This is your district president and team working for you, 

Shawnee Valley ladies.  We love being here for you!!! 

Greetings to the ladies of Shawnee Valley, 

I hope you had a blessed holiday season and are enjoying the 

snowy days (and yes--- icy and rainy) of winter.  Thankfully 

spring will be here before we realize it.  That leads me to a big 

event for our district—Spring Enrichment.  It will be held at the 

First United Methodist Church in Chillicothe on Saturday, April 21, 2018, with a starting time of 9:00 AM.  

We will be discussing racial justice.  Our guest speaker will be a gentleman who during WWII was placed 

in a Japanese internment camp here in the U.S.  We will also see a 30 minute video where Ethel Johnson 

shares the history of United Methodist Women and their fight for justice.  We will discuss other groups 

that we, in the US, have not given justice to as expected by the Bible and our country’s own Pledge (by 

the way, I am a big history buff and I hope you are too!!!).  Discussion and questions will also be part of 

the program.  We will also have our Memorial Service and the presentations of 5 Star Units, Reading 

Program, and Mission Today.  The registration form is included in this newsletter. 

The next event is the Assembly being held in Columbus, Ohio, on the weekend of May 18-20, 2018.  This 

event occurs every 4 years.  An information sheet can be found in this newsletter. 

In March, there will be a special time to give to the Legacy Fund.  Again there is an information sheet in 

this newsletter.  

Our annual Mission u will be a 4 day event at Ada, OH, at Ohio Northern University.  The dates are July 

5-8, 2018.  An information sheet is in the newsletter. 

I encourage you to participate in making kits, especially school and hygiene, which will be taken to the 

Festival of Sharing in September. 

Our Fall Annual meeting will be held at Friendship on October 13, 2018.  More information will be in our 

next newsletter. 

The conference’s Annual Celebration will be held in Lancaster, OH, on October 20, 2018. 

I would like to thank all the units for their cooperation in returning the forms that were sent to you.  We 

will be doing the same next year but with different due dates.  I hope to combine some forms so there 

won’t be so much duplication.  Please watch for these this fall. 

WOC has a new website and it is FANTASTIC!!!  Go to www.westohioumw.org where you will find links 

to The Messenger, our conference newsletter; an event calendar; introduction to the leadership team; 

information on the Assembly and Mission u; links to state and national missions; a link to our 

newsletter, Shawnee Signals; and information on Response and the reading program.  Please try to get 

to this site and check it out.  You’ll be glad that you did. 

Millie Hutchison 

Shawnee 
Signals 
___________________________________________________ 
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Disrupting the Temple:  Third Sunday in Lent 
by Tara Barnes 
 
At a student lie-in at the White House, organized by Teens for Gun Reform, in February 2018.  

Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the 
coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things 
out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!” —John 2:15-16 

Growing up, I remember the story of Jesus overturning the money changers’ tables presented as an example of Jesus’ 

humanity—a flawed reaction to something that upset him. “Even Jesus got angry sometimes!” My young mind pictured 
Jesus soon after apologizing and helping the merchants clean up. As a young, white Christian girl I’d been subtly (and 
sometimes blatantly) taught that politeness was my greatest virtue. But politeness is only an empty measure of how well 
one follows social expectations; it does not represent kindness or any moral fortitude. The story of Jesus cleansing the 

temple appears in all four Gospels, and in none of them does it say Jesus felt bad for his actions. In fact, John 2:13-22, 
the lectionary reading for this third Sunday of Lent, tells us Jesus takes time to make a whip of cords before entering the temple in Jerusalem to confront the money 
changers and merchants. Jesus didn’t succumb to a fit of rage—he planned a disruption. 

Jews worshipping at the temple needed animals for sacrifice and money for tithing. The Rome-appointed religious leaders often disallowed animals brought from 
home, and Roman money was not accepted, which meant worshippers needed to have “approved” animals to sacrifice and their Roman money needed to be 
exchanged for Jewish currency. The temple leadership took advantage of worshippers by charging exorbitant prices for animals and currency exchange. And because 
of Passover and the great number of worshippers, the sales likely spilled outside of designated marketplace areas and into holy spaces of worship. 

Was Jesus protesting unholy practices in holy space? The mistreatment of those trying to practice the laws of their faith? The power structure set up to hurt the most to 
benefit a few? The church being used as an instrument of the Empire? There are arguments for each. The point is he didn’t like what was happening and made sure 
others knew it. 

Right now, high school students in South Florida are letting the world know they want stricter gun laws. In the wake of yet another mass shooting at an American 
school, they are speaking, marching and confronting their lawmakers, some even face to face, and telling them to prioritize children’s lives over campaign 
contributions. 

You’ll hear some argue that these are just angry children behaving emotionally, that they’re overturning tables as a reaction. But that’s not what’s happening. They are 
organizing. They are making their whips of cords. They are confronting powers and telling them #NeverAgain. They are bravely entering temples of power and telling 
those in power that their priorities are wrong. 

This Lent season, may our prayers go to those bravely standing for what is right and just—even if it upsets the temple. 
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