
Oldtown UMC Congregation “Strong in Faith and Practice” 
 
The Oldtown UMC in West Portsmouth, Ohio is making a 
valuable impact on the surrounding community by examining 
the collective spiritual gifts found present throughout the 
members of the church.   Oldtown has been blessed to be a 
small congregation of many diverse interests.   
 
The common thread that weaves this church together is the 
love of Christ and the newfound strength of spirit that is very 
evident during worship.  Although the membership is small in 
number, congregants have discovered that Jesus wants a 
church that is "strong in faith and practice" and not 
necessarily great in number. 

 
Oldtown is reaching out to their community in many ways today. They have rallied together to bake cookies 
for the Kairos Prison Ministry and will be instrumental in the participation of the Shawnee Valley District's 
prison ministry initiative by welcoming those reentering society from incarceration.  Missionaries from 
Oldtown are serving in the SV District’s Vietnam Mission Initiative. Several of the church congregants have 
established a winter coat drive to provide clothing for area organizations.   These same church members can 
be found cooking hot dogs and passing out drinks to the less fortunate at an area lot in East Portsmouth on 
many Saturday mornings and afternoons.  Oldtown has an established food pantry that collects funds and 
grocery items to distribute during holiday seasons.  There is an active children's theatre company directed and 
produced by Susan Foster that performs in our area and in neighboring states.   Oldtown sponsored and 
coached a little league baseball team this past summer that attracted many children to the VBS program.   The 
encouragement of public prayer is very important to the Oldtown church.   Members are often seen praying 
with anyone who needs a special moment or blessing.   The church choir has been reorganized after a long 
absence and blesses each service.  Other members often present "special music" during the worship services 
that inspire and bless each congregant.  Our special projects at present include Operation Christmas Child with 
a shoe box goal that has doubled from last year, and the recording of a children's compact disc of Christmas 
music performed by the church youth.  Proceeds from this project will be applied to the youth's ministry.   My 
favorite project is called "STP" ( an abbreviation for Stump The Pastor).  After the Sunday Children's Moments, 
our kids will ask the pastor (yours truly) a question that comes from their Sunday School study of the day.  If I 
fail to provide the correct answer I will be fined five dollars and must provide the correct answer during the 
next Sunday's worship service.   I am also entitled to ask a question of the children.  The answer to which they 
must return with next week as well.  The Oldtown children have designated the accumulated fines to benefit 
the Ronald McDonald House ministry.   They have made this decision and commitment without consulting or 
obtaining approval from any church committee.   God has laid this ministry upon their hearts and they have 
responded to His call.  At this time there may be a Wednesday soup and sandwich kitchen in Oldtown's future 
that could welcome area people to our door.  All of this is added to our community spaghetti dinners that we 
have each fall. 
 
God continues to provide these new and interesting ways for Oldtown to grow in strength.   This small vibrant 
church is amping up its power of the Holy Spirit with fervent prayer, amazing worship, warm fellowship, and a 
strong commitment to the gospel of Our Lord, Jesus Christ.  Oldtown would welcome your visit and hope that 
you may come to worship with us.  Our doors are always open. 

 


