November News & Updates
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YouTube

THOUGHTS FROM CALVIN
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in
him may not perish but may have eternal life . ….” John 3:16 (NRSV)
Eternal life is our daily, personal intimate walk of faith with God. Let's continue to make
our personal relationship with God our number one priority.

Your help and support are needed to establish the Shawnee Valley YouTube Channel. It will take at least 100 subscriptions to
make this possible. With the Shawnee Valley You Tube Channel we will be able to
Share training events
Post resources availability
Advertise upcoming events
Teaching opportunities
Share best practices
Testimonies on where you have seen God move recently
And more
·Please subscribe today and encourage your church, family, or friends to subscribe. Thank you.
Click here to Subscribe: Shawnee Valley District United Methodist Church - YouTube

“Becoming” Blessed to be a Blessing. During the past 18 months or more, remember that the Lord was with you, your family
and Church family. And because of his blessing, we are called to be a blessing to others. To whom much is given, much more
is required. Your support and generous giving toward your church, district and conferences missional giving is gratefully
appreciated. We are together and on one accord with Christ Jesus our Lord.

MULTIPLY MINIS: TRAININGS TO MULTIPLY YOUR IMPACT!
Coming in November!
Should We Start a Dinner Church?
November 2, 2021 from 10:30 am - 12:00 pm
Learn more
Creating a Healthy Staff Culture
November 3, 2021 from 10:30 am - 12:00 pm
Learn more
Register at www.MultiplyMinis.org
Multiply Minis are interactive, relevant, and timely trainings for ministry leaders and churches to multiply your impact. Minis are
free for West Ohio clergy and laity. To view the full listing of this year’s Multiply Minis and/or to register for any of the sessions,
visit www.multiplyminis.org. CEUs are available for all Multiply Minis.

BISHOP PALMER'S LEADERSHIP CLINIC NOVEMBER 9
FEATURING JAMAR TISBY
Join us for our next edition of Bishop Palmer’s Leadership Clinics featuring Jemar Tisby on
Tuesday, November 9 from 10am to 12pm. Tisby will speak on the topic: What We Get Wrong
About Fighting Racism…And How to Get it Right
Jemar Tisby is a New York Times Bestselling author, the Deputy Director of Narrative and
Advocacy at the Center for Antiracist Research at Boston University, and the founder of The
Witness, Inc. His bestselling books, The Color of Compromise: The Truth about the Church's Complicity in Racism and latest
work How to Fight Racism have been used as resources by churches and organizations around the globe. Jemar has been a
co-host of the Pass The Mic podcast since its inception seven years ago. His writing has been featured in The Washington
Post, The Atlantic , and The New York Times, among others. He is a frequent commentator on media/news outlets. He speaks
nationwide on the topics of racial justice, U.S. history and Christianity. Jemar has a degree from the University of Notre Dame
and is currently finishing his PhD in History this year at the University of Mississippi where he studies race, religion, and social
movements in the 20th century.
Bishop Palmers' Leadership Clinics offer a LIVE training by the guest, an exclusive interview with Bishop Palmer, and a Q&A to
answer some of your questions
Registration is $20 for West Ohio leaders; $40 for non-West Ohio leaders.
Bishop Palmer’s Leadership Clinics are live, online opportunities to give you access to leadership insights from local, national,
and global leaders. When we focus on growing our leadership skills for positive kingdom influence, we can strengthen

relationships and maximize the church’s impact, leading to transformation in our communities.
Register Here

VIRTUAL NORTH CENTRAL JURISDICTIONAL CONFERENCE TO BE HELD NOVEMBER 10-11
The North Central Jurisdiction College of Bishops has announced a virtual conference to be
held November 10 from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and November 11, from 9:00 a.m. ending at
12:30 p.m. The agenda will focus on three critical areas: dismantling racism, the future United
Methodist Church, and the role and deployment of episcopal leadership within the jurisdiction.
These topics were suggested by delegates or have been identified as critical for the on-going
mission of The United Methodist Church in this jurisdiction.
This event will be available via livestream at: https://www.westohioumc.org/ncj-livestream.
All United Methodists in the jurisdiction are asked to prayerfully support the November 10-11 virtual jurisdictional conference.
Beginning November 1 and each day until November 11 pause at 10:11 a.m. and pray the following prayer:
Long version:
Psalm 22:21 - For all to get along well with God and be at peace; that something good will come to your people, Almighty
God; we pray for the guidance and fire of your Holy Spirit to be with everyone at the 2021 Special North Central Jurisdictional
Conference. May the Holy Spirit fill the hearts and minds of leaders and delegates with wisdom and peace that work towards
all that you want carried out at this time. Let us remember to give all glory and honor to our Savior Jesus Christ, in whose
name we pray, Amen.
Short version:
Psalm 22:21 - For all to get along well with God and be at peace, Almighty God, we pray for the guidance and fire of your Holy
Spirit to be with everyone at the 2021 Special NCJ Conference. In Jesus Christ’s name. Amen

CLERGY COUPLE EVENT - NOVEMBER 13
9 - 11 a.m.
Grace UMC, Waverly
This event is for all clergy and their spouses. We want to spend some time together to
help encourage and equip our District clergy and spouse for the demanding ministry in
which they serve. It will be an open forum to discuss the challenges and opportunities of
serving in ministry together. Some of our own will be sharing and leading our discussion.
Please
RSVP
to
Sam
Peters samjoypet@roadrunner.com
jamie.mosley@asburyseminary.edu

or

Jamie

Mosley

SHAWNEE VALLEY OUT DOOR ENTHUSIASTS
November 13, 9:15 a.m.
Join other Outdoor Enthusiasts on a hike in the Highlands Nature Sanctuary.
Barrett’s Rim Trailhead . Barrett’s Rim Trail: 2.5 mile moderate loop. A mostly level trail
with one short descent and ascent. The trail follows the Rocky Fork Creek along the
base of a vertical rock wall. The area is often referred to as the “Jewel of the Rocky Fork
Gorge.
Directions: Off of US Route 50 east of Hillssboro, turn south onto Cave Road and follow
it until you pass Browning Road on the right. Turn into the very next parking lot on the
right. It is a gravel parking lot with a wooden fence at its entrance

WEST OHIO TO HOLD VIRTUAL ERT BASIC CLASS
November 19 & 20
Interested in learning how to respond with compassion to natural disasters across the
U.S.? West Ohio will be hosting a virtual Early Response Team Basic Class to train new
responders in providing a caring Christian presence in the aftermath of a disaster.
This virtual class will be taught by UMCOR-certified West Ohio ERT trainers and held
over two days: November 19, 6:00-9:00pm; and November 20, 9:00am - 2:00pm. You
must attend both sessions. Cost of the class is $30. A background check is required.
Click here for more information and registration

DISTRICT MISSION OPPORUNITY
TRAVEL TO LOUISIANA FOR HURRICANE RECOVERY
Our District Disaster Response Coordinators are tentatively planning to travel to
Louisiana in late January to assist with hurricane cleanup.
Who can go? Anyone 18 years or older
How will we travel? A van will be borrowed from one or two local churches, depending
on the number of team members. It will take us 2 days down and back. We will find a
church around the halfway point to stop for the night. You can choose to travel
individually as well and meet us onsite.
What skills are needed? We'll mainly be removing debris and may possibly be rebuilding walls or repairing roofs. Basic
carpentry skills helpful. Some tools will be provided by SHV, but you can bring your own. We will find a job for
everyone!
What will it cost? Around $300 per person will cover fuel, breakfast & lunch on site, donations and incidental
materials.

Where will we stay? We will try to find a local church to host us. We'll provide our own cots, air mattresses, personal
toiletries and bedding.
What about COVID? All safety protocols in the area will be followed. At this point, vaccines are not required - we will
continue to monitor this.
An inquiry has been submitted to the Louisiana Conference of the UMC and more details will be forthcoming. We will require a
deposit sometime after we receive details, with the total due two weeks before the trip.
If you are interested, please contact the district office.

ANGEL TREE PRISON MINISTRY
Many of our District Churches have supported the Angel Tree Program through Prison
Fellowship Ministries. Through the Angel Tree program, incarcerated parents can sign
up to have their children receive Christmas gifts from them. The gifts are provided
through local churches and are given in the name of the incarcerated parent along with
a message from them. There are many kids of incarcerated parents in our 9 counties.
There are options to either purchase gifts directly or make monetary donations to
provide gifts.
Rev. Dr. Derek Russell, Shawnee Valley District’s Prison Ministry Coordinator, has been
involved on the church side of Angel Tree in years past, but he recently asked his
friend, Stan Stever, to describe the impact of this program on incarcerated adults. Stan was in Marion Correctional for over
thirty-three years and has been out of prison for a year now. The first thing to know is that incarcerated adults have no way
to buy Christmas gifts for their kids. During incarceration, most have jobs within the prison system that pays them about $18
per month. Sometimes this meager sum is garnished down to $10 (it cannot go lower by law) in order to pay for child support.
Out of this $10-18, the incarcerated person is expected to pay for their toiletry items and anything else like snacks from the
commissary. Sending Christmas gifts to their kids is a luxury well beyond anything they can afford.
Not being able to provide for your children strikes right at the heart of a parent’s identity (especially when it comes to
incarcerated fathers). According to Stan, Christmas is by far the hardest day of the incarcerated year. You are cut off from
your loved ones, and the feelings of self-recrimination and self-blame are strong for not being able to be there for your family.
Calls home on Christmas become even harder when the child has not received a gift from the incarcerated parent, and in many
cases, the child has not received any present at all. (READ MORE)

WEST OHIO BOARD OF PENSIONS RELEASES HEALTH COVERAGE PLAN
After a thorough insurance renewal season, and in consultation with our broker
McGohan Brabender, the Board of Pensions has finalized the insurance plan and rates
for 2022.

Open enrollment is November 1 through 19.
Below are the major highlights:
· A move to a richer dental plan which will not only cover cleanings and screenings, but a percentage of basic and major
dental services up to a $1,000 annual maximum. Additional details will be coming soon. This is in direct response to the
feedback we received from the wellness survey conducted last May!
· Deductibles will remain at $3,500 single and $7,000 family with the plan covering 100% after deductible is met.
· First dollar HSA support will remain at $1,000 single and $2,000 family.
· Anthem, Delta Dental and VSP will continue to be our carriers.
· We continue to move our premium cost share between the church and participant to better align with industry standards.
That means church premiums will remain flat and participant premiums will slightly increase. Click here for the 2022 rates.
Even with these changes, participants are on average covering only 10% of their total plan cost.
· For those that may be considering retirement in 2022, click here for HRA information and rates listed at the bottom of the
page.
Please contact Drew Leinberger at DLeinberger@wocumc.org for enrollment information or to make a change in coverage. In
addition, a webcast that will review our plans and highlight changes is currently being developed and will be made available
when completed.

LAITY DISCERNMENT RETREAT
Do you feel God's call on your life but are uncertain how to discern that call or what
to do next? If so, then this is the Retreat for you! At the Laity Discernment Retreats,
we will talk about call, discernment and what it means to be "called by our
baptism." We will learn ways to intentionally enter into a time of prayer about
discernment and we will discover Spiritual Rhythms that can help guide our
journey. We will also discuss the variety of ways Laity can serve both in our churches
and in our communities.
Each virtual retreat will consist of two, two-hour ZOOM sessions, followed 6 weeks
later by a two-hour ZOOM debriefing. In the 6 weeks between sessions, there will be opportunities to read, reflect, and
practice Spiritual Rhythms that will lead you to a better understanding of your own call.

"I would recommend a Laity Discernment Retreat to someone who is searching or has questions about how they can serve
their community or their church. It can help guide them through the process, provide resources and help provide a sense of
peace about what they can be doing right now." -Twila Boyd, 2019 participant
Dates (please plan to attend all 3 sessions):
Tuesday, February 8, 2022, 6:30-8:30pm
Tuesday, February 15, 2022, 6:30-8:30pm
Tuesday, March 29, 2022, 6:30-8:30pm

Register Now!

For more information, contact Kim LaRue at kimlarue@powellumc.org.

WEST OHIO CONFERENCE NEWS HEADLINES

"Love Beyond Borders" Global Ministries Creates Interfaith Movement
Making Space in a Digital World
Ministry Connects Seniors with Today's Tech
Wespath "Delivered to You" Seminar
How Churches Can Assist with Vaccination Efforts

Get the Most Recent West Ohio NewsNet HERE

RESOURCES & UPDATES
ANNUAL REPORTING DUE DATES
Local Church Charge Conferences held in October; Final Date to Enter Data - December 1
Last Day to receive 2021 Apportionments - January 10, 2022
Year-End Statistical Report - February 25, 2022
Parsonage Inspection - April 30 or with Charge Conference Reports
Trustee Legal & Property Report - April 30 or with Charge Conference Reports
Fund Balance Report - April 30
Clergy Evaluation - July 1, 2021
CLASSIFIEDS
Old Hymnals - FREE
SAFE SANCTUARIES RESOURCES
ONLINE GIVING OPTION THROUGH WEST OHIO CONFERENCE
CLICK HERE TO UPDATE YOUR CHURCH PROFILE
SHAWNEE VALLEY DISTRICT UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
FALL, 2021 NEWSLETTER
JACKSON AREA MINISTRIES
UNITED METHODIST FOUNDATION OF WEST OHIO
Get to Know the UMFWO
The John Wesley Legacy Society
Is it Time for a Stewardship Program Tune-Up?
Are You Making the Most of Your Endowment?
Ways to Support UMFWO
Understanding the Real Meaning of Stewardship
Is Your Church Ready to Start an Endowment?
Should Your Retirement Plan Include a CGA?
ALL IN COMMUNITY EQUIPPING EVENTS
NOVEMBER OPPORTUNITIES
LIGHT THE WAY
2021 GENERAL CONFERENCE POSTPONED TO 2022

CONTINUING OUR PRAYER MINISTRY
It has been a standing custom to list several churches each month to lift in prayer.
Please add these churches and their pastors to your prayer lists this month. Pray for the
congregation, the pastor, their ministries and the communities they serve.
Week of October 31
Springbank UMC, Pastor Jim Wade
Staunton UMC, Pastor Mark Armstrong
Week of November 7
Stone Chapel UMC, Pastor Kenneth McCann
Sugar Grove UMC, Pastor Todd Wallace
Week of November 14
Taylors Chapel UMC< Pastor Andre' Foster
Thurman UMC, Pastor Josh West
Week of November 21
Tyler Memorial UMC, Pastor Garry Hogue
Valley UMC, Pastor Pete Shaffer
Week of November 28
Vega UMC, Pastor Josh West
Walnut Street UMC, Pastor Therese Lehman
Week of December 5
Washington Court House Grace UMC, Pastor Matt Brookes
Waverly Grace UMC, Pastors Dan Evory and Zach Holler

