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HOLINESS UNTO THE LORD

"Be holy for I the Lord, your God, am holy!" This imperative command from God (found
in Lev. 19:2 and repeated in I Pet. 1:15,16) does not leave the children of Israel or we
as Christians any wiggle room to not be holy. Not only is this command found in  these
scriptures, but it is further developed in both Old Testament and New Testament
passages. 1 The command to be holy as God is holy requires us to choose. This is not
something God does for us. It is a choice we make in our relationship with God.
Paul admonishes us (II Cor. 7:1) thusly, " .. .let us purify ourselves from everything that
contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God." In the
passage found in Romans 8:12-13, Paul puts it this way, "Therefore, brothers and
sisters, we have an obligation- but it is not to the flesh, to live according to it. For if you
live to the flesh, you will die; but if to the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the
body, you will live." Simply put, as we live in relationship with God we will become holy
as He is holy.
Relationship of a holy nature demands ethical and moral wholeness or perfection, that is
freedom from all moral evil. Paul spells out what he considers immoral and fleshly
behaviors in Gal. 5:19-21:

"The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and
debauchery; Idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage,
selfish ambition, dissensions, factions, and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the
like. I warn you as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the
kingdom of God."

All these behaviors are under our control. We make the decision whether we live a
moral, holy life or a profligate one. So the Galatians are not left wondering what a holy
life entails. Paul goes on to list the fruit of the Spirit of a holy God in Gal. 5:22-26:

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.
Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and
desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step by the Spirit. Let us not
become conceited, provoking and envying one another."

Once again, just as the immoral and fleshly behaviors are under our will, so too, do we
seek after the fruit of the Spirit and submit ourselves to the Holy Spirit in order that we
may be purged of all fleshly desires and acts. This sounds like a daunting task.
However, I offer to you, that if we are willing to wait upon the Lord patiently and
honestly, He will reveal those areas of our lives that need purifying by the Holy Spirit. If
it were not possible to be holy as God is holy, then He would not have given the
command to be holy. It is a not just a heart attitude but a total behavioral change.
Peter 1:22; 2:I reiterates Paul when he says: "Now that you have purified yourselves by
obeying the truth so that you have sincere love for each other, love one another deeply,
from the heart... Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy,
and slander of every kind." As can be seen we are the initiators of the action. God
through His son, Jesus, loves us so very much that through His grace and mercy we
can become obedient to the command to be holy as we submit ourselves to the
inspection and correction of the Holy Spirit at work in our lives. Therefore, "Do not
quench the Spirit. May God Himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and
through. May your whole spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless at the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it." (I Thes.5: I 9;
23-24)
I challenge each of us to draw aside and wait before the Lord patiently and quietly. Let
us humble ourselves, submit to Him and be obedient to His will. There is nothing in our
past that can block us from becoming Holy. All we need to do is take a penitential
posture of getting down on our face before the Lord and beseeching the Holy Spirit to
cleanse and purify us so that we may be holy as God is holy.
There is nothing in our future except ourselves that can prevent us from remaining
holy. It is a personal choice. The benefits of holiness are immediate, and measurable,
and everlasting. I leave the choice to you.

Patricia C Friel
Candidate for Doctor of Ministry
United Theological Seminary

All scripture is taken from the New International Version of the Bible (2011). Scriptural passages addressing

this are also found in Eph. 1:4; 1 Thess. 4:7; Lev. 11:22-25; 1 Tim. 4:7b; Heb. 12:14. Jesus also addresses

this issue but because of space limitations these will not be addressed.

Editor's Note: Pat is a member of Walnut Street UMC and conferred with Rev. Calvin Alston, Jr. He asked her

to submit this article.

TIME SENSITIVE INFORMATION REGARDINGTIME SENSITIVE INFORMATION REGARDING
BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICABOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

Abuse in any form, but particularly against children in the care of trusted organizations,

http://www.shawneevalleydistrict.org


is a serious matter that affects people throughout their lives. Earlier this year, the Boy
Scouts of America (“BSA”) filed for bankruptcy to protect itself against a growing
number of sexual abuse claims. The deadline for claims against the BSA is NovemberThe deadline for claims against the BSA is November
16, 2020. 16, 2020. Pastors, if your church has a history of, or is currently sponsoring a Boy Scout
troop, Cub Scout pack or Venturing Crew please check your email for more detailed
information from Bishop Palmer and Bill Brownson. Questions should be directed
to: boyscouts@wocumc.org.

Information Sheet

LIST OF SHV CHURCHES THAT HAVE HAD AFFILIATION WITH
BOYS SCOUTS SINCE 2002

CONFERENCE HEALTH CARE PLAN OPEN ENROLLMENT ANDCONFERENCE HEALTH CARE PLAN OPEN ENROLLMENT AND
INFORMATIONAL MEETINGSINFORMATIONAL MEETINGS

At the West Ohio Conference of the United Methodist Church we know how important it
is to have comprehensive, affordable health benefits. That is why we offer a competitive
plan that can provide protection, peace of mind, and savings.
It is time for you to begin thinking about your 2021 benefits. The West Ohio Conference
conducts an annual open enrollment period during which benefits-eligible employees
can enroll in, or make changes to, their benefits. Open enrollment for the 2021 plan
year will begin on November 1, 2020 and will end on November 20, 2020will begin on November 1, 2020 and will end on November 20, 2020. Read MoreRead More

SMALLER CHURCH TRAININGSMALLER CHURCH TRAINING

Join other pastors from the district to learn about the sacraments. This event will be
held Saturday, November 21 from 9:30 to 11:30 at Piketon UMCSaturday, November 21 from 9:30 to 11:30 at Piketon UMC.
Contact Sam Peters (samjoypet@roadrunner.com) or Jamie Mosley
(jamie.mosley@asburyseminary.edu) if you plan to attend.

HELP NEEDED TO BUILD RAMPS BEFORE WINTERHELP NEEDED TO BUILD RAMPS BEFORE WINTER

Jackson Area Ministries this summer and fall has been responding to families in
desperate need of a ramp. To date we have been able to help six families using our
volunteers and existing funds. Jam has three ramps pending. A ChillicotheChillicothe family ramp
with one member recovering from a stroke and the other suffering from early days of
dementia. A HillsboroHillsboro house request involves a gentleman has gone through brain
cancer operations and now has stability problems. Finally, a woman outside
of IrontonIronton that has been recently released from rehab but now needs a ramp.
 We have hope to complete at least two of these ramps. JAM, in light of the virus, has
been recruiting persons to work ONE DAYONE DAY. We have been able to put together one day
teams to accomplish a single portion of the ramp. (posts, stringers, flooring, railings.)  
If you are willing to commit a day or two to a ramp in your area, contact the JAM OfficeIf you are willing to commit a day or two to a ramp in your area, contact the JAM Office
at 740-286-1320 or email us at at 740-286-1320 or email us at jamjar@midohio.twcbc.comjamjar@midohio.twcbc.com. Monetary donations are
also being accepted to support these projects.
  It is our plan to work on these projects immediately. Chillicothe and Hillsboro as soon
as possible.
 
Hope to hear from you.
Rev. Bob Davis

CHILDREN OF INCARCERATED PARENTS STILL NEED SPONSORSCHILDREN OF INCARCERATED PARENTS STILL NEED SPONSORS
(UPDATED 11/2)(UPDATED 11/2)

Incarceration can strain family ties to the breaking point. Angel TreeAngel Tree shares the love of
Christ in a tangible way and strengthens family bonds, delivering personalized gifts and
the Gospel to children on behalf of their incarcerated parents at Christmas. Every Angel
Tree family is also given access to a free, easy-to-read copy of the Bible in English or
Spanish.
There are nine counties in our District, and last year, every child was sponsored. Here is
the list of children who still need sponsors.

Adams - 2 Brown - 0 Fayette - 28 Highland - 0 Jackson - 12
Lawrence - 0 Pike- 10 Ross- 41 Scioto - 113

How Angel Tree Works
Churches and individuals can register to sponsor children by going
t o www.AngelTree.org or by contacting Michelle Payette, Angel Tree
Coordinator, michelle_payette@pfm.org or 571-252-6839

OUTDOOR ENTHUSIASTS HIKEOUTDOOR ENTHUSIASTS HIKE

We know that there are plenty of people in the Shawnee Valley District who share a
love for the natural world God has created for us to enjoy. You may love to hike, kayak,
canoe or fish so we thought we would create a quarterly adventure for pastors and laity
and their families as well as friends or neighbors to join with others for an adventure in
God’s good creation. We will name a particular place and a starting time on the third
Saturday of each month where you can come enjoy the fellowship of others. The nextThe next
outing is scheduled for Saturday, November 21, location to be announced later.outing is scheduled for Saturday, November 21, location to be announced later. Join theJoin the
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Shawnee Valley Outdoor Enthusiasts Facebook page to get up to date informationShawnee Valley Outdoor Enthusiasts Facebook page to get up to date information.

RESOURCES & UPDATESRESOURCES & UPDATES

Deadline for Charge Conference PaperworkDeadline for Charge Conference Paperwork
Thank you to everyone who attended a Charge Conference to have
paperwork reviewed and signed by an Elder. All information should beAll information should be
entered into MyChurch on the West Ohio Conference website byentered into MyChurch on the West Ohio Conference website by
December 1. December 1. Contact the District Office for assistance.

Safe Sanctuaries ResourcesSafe Sanctuaries Resources
In 1996, the General Conference of The United Methodist Church
adopted a resolution aimed at reducing the risk of abuse in the church.
During the 2014 West Ohio Annual Conference, members passed a rule
requiring each local congregation to establish a Safe Sanctuaries®
policy and to update these annually. Each congregation’s Safe
Sanctuaries® Policy is subject to provisions described by the West Ohio
Conference office responsible for the oversight of the Safe Sanctuaries®
Policy implementation. Click HERE for resources.

CONTINUING OUR PRAYER MINISTRYCONTINUING OUR PRAYER MINISTRY

It has been a standing custom to list several churches each month to lift in prayer.
Please add these churches and their pastors to your prayer lists this month. Pray for the
congregation, the pastor, their ministries and the communities they serve.

Week of November 1Week of November 1
Springbank UMC, Pastor Jim Wade
Staunton UMC, Pastor Mark Armstrong

Week of November 8Week of November 8
Stone Chapel UMC, Pastor Richard Owens
Sugar Grove UMC, Pastor Todd Wallace

Week of November 15Week of November 15
Taylor's Chapel UMC, Pastor Don Mundy
Thurman UMC, Pastor Josh West

Week of November 22Week of November 22
Tyler Memorial UMC, Pastor Garry Hogue
Valley UMC, Pastor Pete Shaffer

Week of November 29Week of November 29
Vega UMC, Pastor Josh West
Walnut Street UMC, Pastor Therese Lehman

Week of December 6Week of December 6
Washington Court Grace UMC, Pastor Matt Brookes
Waverly Grace UMC, Pastor Dan Evory & Pastor David Burriss

FIRST UMC IN IRONTON PROVIDES BLESSING BOXFIRST UMC IN IRONTON PROVIDES BLESSING BOX

First UMC recently installed a Blessing Box! Many volunteers donated building materials,
someone special was gently coerced to build the box and many supplies were donated
to keep in it. Yesterday morning the box was filled and the giving and blessing
began.  The box has various items (from: toothbrushes to baby diapers; cookies to
canned spaghetti; socks to coats; and shampoo to laundry detergent). Pastor Sam
blessed the box and everyone in attendance was grinning ear-to-ear. 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIESEMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

DONOR RELATIONS ASSOCIATE - UNITED METHODIST FOUNDATION, WEST
OHIO CONFERENCE

The Donor Relations Associate of the United Methodist Foundation of
West Ohio supports the Executive Director of the Foundation. The
position includes serving local churches and individuals of the West Ohio
Area of The United Methodist Church by providing administrative
support for outright and planned gifts, and church endowment fund
management.  details

ASSOCIATE PASTOR OF MEDIA MINISTRIES - KINGSTON UMC
Part-Time – Position will start at 8hr a week and could expand as
ministry grows. Sunday Worship service is required at the Kingston Ohio
Church, other hours can be flexible. Hourly rate based upon experience.
This is a unique opportunity for a student, retiree, someone looking for
a side job or someone that has always wanted to lead a new growing
ministry. details
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