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BREAKING THE CURSE
D.S. Goals for 2021 and Beyond

 
Spiritual and Leadership Growth and Development

Discipleship/Faith Sharing
 The Practice of Extravagant Generosity

 
An Excerpt From "Unbinding your Heart" by Martha Grace Reese

 
Breaking the Curse: October 2004. The country watched as the curse was broken. On the
night of a total eclipse, after 86 years of heart-wrenching defeat, Boston fans' cheers
ricocheted off the walls of Busch Stadium and ascended into the sky as the Boston Red Sox
won their first World Series since trading Babe Ruth on December 25, 1919. Ballplayers can
be superstitious folks. They believe in things like Lucky Game Underwear that Can't be
Washed or the winning Streak Will Break. Trading Babe Ruth was a Bad Thing for the Red
Sox. As the results rolled in, year after year, the fans, the Red Sox Nation knew it. But 86
years later, a miracle happened in St. Louis, and cheers echoed around the world.

           
About 86 years ago mainline churches did something. Maybe we washed our lucky game
underwear. Maybe we traded Babe Ruth. Lots of people have lots of ideas. But Mainline
churches have not been winning any evangelism/faith sharing series for one long stretch of
time. It is about time that the curse of the mainline churches gets broken. It can be done. It
is time to see congregations filled with God's love again. It is time to hear the cheers of our
believers (The Body of Christ) echoing into the heavens once again. It is time. (...with God
all things are possible." Do you believe?)

           
Unbinding your Heart is about breaking the curse, untying the knots that keep us from
living exciting lives in the Spirit. It's about unbinding the Good News that God adores us
and everyone else, that God has shown this to us through Jesus Christ. It is intended for
members and pastors of churches who want to start living a more exciting life with God
and with each other. It's intended for members and pastors of churches who want to
share that joy with people who don't know it. It is an opportunity to let go and let God
lead and use you as an instrument in converting and transforming our family, church
family, communities and the world for Jesus Christ our Lord and savior.

           
Unbinding Your Heart was born from the Mainline Evangelism Project a four-year study of
hundreds of mainline congregations. Over 1200 church members, new Christians, pastors,
laypeople, professors, seminarians, denominational officials and kids in the youth group
were interviewed.

The most important result of all their research is that there is great hope for our churches.
And our hope is in God. The most important discovery is that a vivid/intimate relationship
with God lies at the heart of real evangelism/faith sharing.

http://www.shawneevalleydistrict.org
http://www.shawneevalleydistrict.org
http://www.shawneevalleydistrict.org
http://www.shawneevalleydistrict.org
http://www.shawneevalleydistrict.org


People who share their faith, love God and believe that other people's lives would be much
better if they were in relationship with God, too. These Christians are growing in their own
faith. They learn to talk about it. Their churches put a high priority on evangelism/faith
sharing, or discipleship. Churches that are doing wonderful faith sharing/discipleship have
three important things in common:

The heart of evangelism/faith sharing is being in love with God, being part of a
church, you love, and caring about other people who do not live with this faith. Faith
sharing focuses on relationship, not "bringing in more young people," or helping our
church to grow again," Evangelism/faith sharing is motivated by growing love-not by
all the lists, bread deliveries, mailings, parties for unchurched friends, cell group 
curriculum decisions or new members' classes. The heart of evangelism/faith sharing
is love-of God, love-of family, love-of church family and love-of others.
People in evangelistic/faith sharing churches can tell you what difference being a
Christian makes in their own lives. They believe passionately that having a
relationship with God and being a part of their church community will help both
friends and people they've never met.
Key leaders in churches of every theological stripe hold their churches to a laser-like
focus on (a) church members' growing relationship with Christ, and (b) sharing their
faith with others. It isn't about talking people into beliefs. It isn't about scaring them
with horror stories of Hell. Converted/transformed, healed lives do not come about
by...intellectual list of propositions. (Pray this prayer and you'll go to Heaven) or
"Believe this theological /political agenda and you're in.) There are no quick fixes, no
silver bullets. But we can change our thinking, and we can change our habits! When
they started learning to articulate their own faith and to share it with others, they
began to see "answers to prayer," "miracles." Life felt different. They were more
aware of the promptings from the Holy Spirit. They say this new life with the Holy
Spirit felt even richer when they started seeing changes in the lives of the people with
whom they talked about their faith. And they never want to go back to the old days of
silent faith.

"Be Patient"- "Don't Worry"-"Only Believe"
 

LOCAL CHURCH CHARGE CONFERENCES BEGIN SEPTEMBER 20

FIND DATES AND LOCATIONS HERE

 
There have been many questions and concerns regarding your local church conferences and
what we are asking each church to providewhen they come to the assigned meeting time
with an Elder.

 

How do we define "Charge Conference"? Technically, charge conference is a group of 
leaders (Administrative Council, Leadership Team, etc.) chosen in the church who preside
over an annual meeting to prepare for the upcoming year.  Your local church leaders will
conduct the annual meeting, prepare the required reports and then the paperwork will be
presented for review. We use the term 'Charge Conference' to refer to the official
presentation of the reports.

 
There are many versions of how charge conferences have been conducted through the years.
In the past, the District Superintendent attended each local church to hear reports and
approve all required documents. The D.S. has also assigned Elders to preside over local
church conferences on his behalf. Our district has held District- Regional- and County-wide
conferences where each church presented their reports and the D.S. consecrated the work of
the church corporately.

 
It is understood that many churches may not be able to meet in person to complete the
paperwork required due to Covid-19, the earlier dates, etc. That is fine. The actual deadline
to complete and submit the paperwork via MyChurch online is December 1, BUT to satisfy
the directives in the Book of Discipline, each church must have their reports reviewed by the
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D.S. or an Elder that the D.S. designates. That is why we are asking each church to meet
with an assigned Elder.

 
So here's what we would like to happen:

Local Church leadership members will meet prior to the assigned conference date to
discuss, nominate, prepare, and approve all sections of the required documents for
the upcoming year.
Minutes of the meeting should be kept and provided at the conference.
Local Church will upload all documents via MyChurch, including signatures and other
documentation.
Local Church (Pastor and/or any key leadership team members) will bring Printed
Item#12 - "Official Record of the Charge Conference" - to the designated meeting time
for an Elder to review.

Assigned Elder will review the record, advise on missing items, sign the
document, and return the signed form and minutes to the District Office for
upload
Local Church will complete and upload any missing reports via MyChurch by
December 1

 If you cannot attend the designated meeting time, there are two options:

Call the District Office and ask to attend another meeting date and location
(scheduled dates are listed on the District website)
Contact an Elder at your convenience to meet and review your documents (a list of
Elders in the Shawnee Valley District will be listed on the District Website)

If you have any questions or need to change your meeting time, please contact the district
office.

DISTRICT STRATEGIC MINISTRIES
GRANT FOR 2021 DEADLINE IS

OCTOBER 1

Shawnee Valley District offers an annual grant
up to $15,000 for any church who submits an
application for the following categories:

Leadership Development
Evangelism with Discipleship Plan
Ministry to the Poor with Discipleship Plan
Structural improvements or expansion of facilities as a result of outgrowing space
currently used to reach & assimilate the community into the life of the congregation
Exclusions:  Handicap ramps; elevators; general updating/redecorating; computer
hardware or software; equipment (A/V, mechanical, sports, appliances, etc.);
supplies

THE APPLICATION CAN BE FOUND HERE. 
CONTACT REV. MIKE STARKEY, DISTRICT GRANTS COORDINATOR WITH QUESTIONS.

SMALLER CHURCH TRAINING
SEPTEMBER 26

9:30 a.m. - 11:30 p.m.
Richmond Dale UMC

275 Market Street, Richmond Dale, Ohio, 45673

Topic: 
Revitalization, Fresh Expressions & Light the

Way Opportunities

Contact Rev. Sam Peters (samjoypet@roadrunner.com)
or

Rev. Jamie Mosley ( jamie.mosley@asburyseminary.edu)

to register

FALL LAY SERVANT MINISTRIES
CLASSES WILL BE HELD IN PERSON

Registration Deadlines Quickly
Approaching

Classes are scheduled and instructors are ready
to prepare new servant leaders. Pastors, please
encourage people in your congregation to enroll
in the classes. Many options are available both in
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our district as across the conference.

SHAWNEE VALLEY FALL CLASSES

OTHER CLASSES ACROSS THE CONFERENCE

RED BIRD MISSION WORK CAMP
OPPORTUNITY

Rev. Al Bolte (Mt Orab & West Union UMCs) will
be traveling to Beverly, Kentucky the second
week of September to work with a team who
will be finishing interior work on a new home. If
you are interested, contact him for details.
(revahb53@gmail.com) Accommodations will be
in a local church.

HURRICANE RELIEF: JOIN THE
RESPONSE

UMCOR stands ready to support those on the long
road of recovery ahead.

UMCOR is providing funding to meet immediate
needs and will continue to work with
conferences in the days and months to come.

During this time, you can help, too, by giving to U.S. Disaster Response. 100% of your gift
directly supports UMCOR and its partners in the work of alleviating human suffering and
advancing hope and healing.

To give, click here. 

ANGEL TREE
TIME TO REGISTER 

FOR CHRISTMAS 2020

Hi Partners:
 
It's time to register! Yes, the Corona Virus is still
an issue, but the children with parents that are
incarcerated are still longing for connection . . .
connection with God, Family and Community. So
please register for 2020 Angel Tree!!
 
There are three ways to register (see below) and be sure to indicate if you will serve
"Traditionally" or "Virtually" this season. For a brief description of each method Click Here

More Details and How to Register

CONNECTIONS, RESOURCES, MINISTRY & TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES

New Short video Traction Tracks  for quick ways to gain traction
at your church! TOPICS AVAILABLE: (click here for website)

How to Perform an Ethnography
How to Start a Fresh Expression
Creating a Social Media Calendar
Four Non-Negotiables to Keep Your Breakthrough Prayer Initiative
Fresh
First Quick Steps to Connection with online Worship Visitors
Strategies for Making your Church the "Go to" Place during the
Pandemic Season
Move Ministry With Families To The Next Level - Even During A
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https://www.umcmission.org/umcor?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTm1SbVpqTm1ZelUyT0RWbSIsInQiOiJYU1diNm5PbzlUNDdCOGt4dzdFMDJIMVwvelQrVzJiazdBSzJQQ2tDSE1DdU5XaXdaTDl6cVwvQTVWVGRPNXlCbENWblwvenhTeElyaVVPNGtyWitYZ1VnNkNCQmdYeGlDNlFxcWhnQmhCcHN5YXp2RytcL0ZBMzJNRXRzRERXRTlZdGUifQ%3D%3D
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Pandemic Season

JACKSON AREA MINISTRIES NEWSLETTER  - JUNE, 2020.

SHAWNEE VALLEY DISTRICT UMW NEWSLETTER - SPRING, 2020

  
KAIROS PRISON MINISTRY.  INTERESTED?  Contact District Prison MInistry
Team Member, Bruce Gabriel for many opportunities. READ MORE

 
Is it time for a Building Check-Up?  Whether you are getting set to launch
fall ministries and programs, building your congregation's budget for 2020,
or both, be sure to include a check-up of your building on your to-do list.
An annual building check-up can prevent small maintenance issues from

becoming major - and may ward off endangering the health and safety of your congregants
and guests. Get started by downloading this checklist produced by The Academy of Church
Business Administrators.

"United Methodism's six churchwide Special Sunday offerings are an
example of a critical web of interactive relationships. When we add our
dollar to the dollar of another, the gift is multiplied. It is that gift of
abundance that makes a difference and serves as a beautiful witness to
the world and to the gifts of the gospel." Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey,

President, Council of Bishops  More Information and Resources

Safe Sanctuaries policies prepare your congregation and its ministries to
provide safety and care to children, youth, and vulnerable adults, as well
as to those who serve them. In 2014, the West Ohio Annual Conference
adopted a recommendation stating that every church would have a Safe
Sanctuaries policy. MORE INFORMATION  ONLINE VIDEOS

UMC Cyber Campus is a multilingual learning portal to theological and
higher education that aims to enhance global access to free and
affordable high-quality digital educational resources. We strive to
develop confident and knowledgeable Christian leaders on an ongoing

basis. The United Methodist Church (UMC)  is a worldwide church. We believe in connecting
people through faith and education globally. There are 13 United Methodist seminaries, 119
UMC universities, schools, and colleges in the United States, and we are connected to 750
Methodist related schools around the world. The General Board of Higher Education and
Ministry (GBHEM) leads and serves The United Methodist Church in educating, nurturing, and
preparing leaders for the church and the world. UMC Cyber Campus is a multilingual Christian
learning space where you can get these higher educational materials anywhere and anytime.

The Preachers' Relief Society is a voluntary, non-profit benevolent
organization of clergy and their families in the West Ohio Conference of
The United Methodist Church.(READ MORE)

Drama Programs available through Martin Denes Ministries. Lifting Up
Jesus / Bringing the Bible to Life. Click on the link above for more details.

Please continue to donate used and new Christian CDs,
DVDs, books, tracts, daily devotionals, magazines, Bibles,

and Sunday School materials for any age. The date of the materials does not matter. Love
Packages is an endorsed organization of the General Commission on United Methodist Men,
Nashville, TN. See www.lovepackages.org for more information. Thank you for all donations
in 2018.  They are shipped overseas to Christians who have none. (READ MORE)  **Donations
may be brought to the Shawnee Valley District Office**
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PLAN NOW TO ATTEND THESE DISTRICT EVENTS
DETAILS CAN BE FOUND OUR WEBSITE

PLEASE CHECK THE WEST OHIO CONFERENCE AND SHAWNEE VALLEY DISTRICT WEBSITES FOR
UPDATES ON ALL SCHEDULED ACTIVITIES. IF YOU ARE UNSURE, CONTACT THE OFFICE.

Sept 12 - West Ohio Virtual Annual Conference

Sept 15 - District Leadership Team Meeting

Sept 19 -  Outdoor Enthusiasts (location TBA)

Sept 26 - Smaller Church Training

October 1 - Strategic Ministries Grant Application Deadline

October 10 - Lay Servant Ministries Classes

October 17 - Outdoor Enthusiasts (location TBA)

November 14 - Lay Servant Ministries Class

November 21 - Smaller Church Training

CHURCHES TO PRAY FOR THIS MONTH

Please add these churches to your
prayer list - pray for the

congregation, the pastor, their
ministries and the community they

serve

(We are listing multiple churches each week so
every church will be included within one year)

Week of August 30
Portsmouth Christ UMC (Pastor Rob Krebbs)
Portsmouth Cornerstone UMC (Pastors Tim Roth, Tom Charles & Wayne Young

Week of September 6
Prospect UMC (Pastor John Waugh)
Rainsboro UMC (Pastor Jamie Darling)

Week of September 13
Resurrection Hope UMC (Pastor Terry Jones

Week of September 20
Richmond Dale UMC (Pastor Karen Farr)
Ripley Centenary UMC (Pastor David Harper)

Week of September 27
Rock Camp UMC (Pastor Brad Jenkins)
Rome UMC (Pastor Wayne Harper)

Week of October 4
Russellville UMC (Pastor Mary Cyrus)
Sardinia UMC (Pastor Jim Schroeder)

HAVE A WEBSITE, FACEBOOK PAGE OR LIVESTREAM?  LET US KNOW!

We trying to compile a list of which churches have websites, Facebook pages and livestreams.
If you have a page, we'd like to list them on our district website.  It's a good resource for other
churches to see ideas from others.  We will compile a list as we receive information.

Diana K Hall, Administrative Assistant | Shawnee Valley District - UMC | 
(740) 851-5243 | dhall@wocumc.org | www.shawneevalleydistrict.org

STAY CONNECTED:




