Shawnee Valley District Monthly Newsletter - October, 2019

Visit Our
Website

ANGEL TREE PRISON MINISTRIES
Every year, through the work of Angel Tree, an affiliate of Prison
Fellowship, thousands of children are able to receive a gift from
their parent who is currently incarcerated. Through partners,
volunteers, organizations, and churches, many children who would
not receive something, are able to receive a gift that they might
not receive otherwise. This year, it is our hope that the

churches of the Shawnee Valley District will come
together and help in this endeavor. We are asking each church to
prayerfully consider getting involved and helping with this ministry. All
it entails is being able to supply one single gift for $25 for a local child on behalf of their
parent who is currently incarcerated. Not only will each child receive a gift, but they also
receive a presentation of the Gospel upon delivering, in order to ensure that we are sharing
the Good News of Jesus Christ. If your church would like to be involved, please contact Brad
Jenkins, at bradrickj@gmail.com or 740-532-5610. Please let us know by the week

of October if your church would like to sponsor a child, and by doing
so, we will send you the registration link. Once your church has registered,
Angel Tree will then send you all the materials you need to make it a successful event. The
names of the children will start to be handed out throughout the month of October, so it is
important that we can begin putting this into action quickly. Please, once again, let us know
at the above email or phone number if your church will be getting involved. Thank you for
your consideration and for helping to continue "Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the
Transformation of the World!"

NEW HOPE UMC RECOGNIZED AS SHAWNEE VALLEY DISTRICT
LIGHT OF THE WORLD
The people of New Hope United Methodist Church in Proctorville
are reclaiming their identity as beloved children of God, and they
invite everyone to be part of the great work God is doing. After
having no professions of faith and 3 baptisms in 2017. Read

More
PASTOR COOKS UP NEW WAYS TO REACH PEOPLE FOR CHRIST
Pork chops sizzle on the grill while the chef begins preparing a
decadent mixed berry cobbler. The room fills with comforting
scents reminiscent of grandma's kitchen. Patrons nibble on bits
of filet mignon wrapped in bacon discussing everything from
cooking experience to religion. Read More

FIRST UMC's FALL FAMILY FUN FESTIVAL IMPACTS NEIGHBORHOOD
Even the youngest know the importance of giving.
Close to 90 adults and children from the area close to First
United Methodist Church in Chillicothe gathered in the parking
lot and building for free games, food, Bible stories, music and
prizes.
Among the prizes was a beautiful pink bicycle. READ MORE

CHARGE CONFERENCE SEASON IS HERE!

Please continue working on reports at your church, setting clergy
salaries, nominating leadership, reviewing assets (trustees and
parsonages), and completing the reports online.
CHECKLIST AND FORM ACCESS CAN BE FOUND HERE
If you need assistance, please contact the District Office

CHECK THE UPCOMING EVENTS SECTION BELOW FOR THE DATES AND
LOCATIONS OF EACH COUNTY CHARGE CONFERENCE

OCTOBER 25, 2019 AT
OHIO WESLEYAN
UNIVERSITY
The time is always right to make sure we safeguard the Church and its ministries.
This year's Legal Forum will tackle some emerging challenges and include topics that are
always timely.
Topics:"Legal Issues Implicated by Breakaway Churches"
"Bats in the Belfry: Best Practices for Local Church Real Estate, Zoning Matters,
Property Transfers and Other Major Projects"
Insurance and Risk Management including topics on Insurance Company, Workers
Comp, Safe Sanctuaries, and Copyright
Legal and Disciplinary Developments
REGISTER HERE

CAN I ASK YOU A QUESTION?
It's the same one you probably get multiple
times a day, answer with the usual generic
response, and move on. Well here goes...
How are you?
Don't answer just yet. Reflect for a moment.
How are you?
Here, at the WOC, we want you to be able to respond with an enthusiastic, and
grammatically correct, "I am well." I am physically, emotionally, spiritually and financially
well. But if you're like most folks, there might be one or two wellness "pillars" that could use
a little attention. Read More

MANY HANDS NEEDED ACROSS THE STATE
FOR FLOOD AND TORNADO CLEAN UP
Tentative plans are being made to take a group later
this month to the Dayton areas that were devastated by
tornadoes. Brush and debris clean-up is still needed and
the rebuild phase is beginning. Interested? Contact the
District Office.
Tentative plans are also being made to travel to the Southeastern United States in January
to assist with hurricane clean up and/or repairing lower income homes. Cost for the trip is
minimal ($150-200). Contact the District Office if you are interested in serving. If you are
interested in putting together a team to assist with clean up, contact Diana Hall for
information.
You can also go to the West Ohio Conference Disaster Response Page for more information
on how to donate.
Early Response Team Training Classes are available in various locations across the
conference.
Other resources for out-of-state needs can be found on the North Central Jurisdiction
website.

CONNECTIONS, RESOURCES, MINISTRY & TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES
Is it time for a Building Check-Up? Whether you are getting set
to launch fall ministries and programs, building your
congregation's budget for 2020, or both, be sure to include a
check-up of your building on your to-do list. An annual building
check-up can prevent small maintenance issues from becoming
major - and may ward off endangering the health and safety of
your congregants and guests. Get started by downloading this
checklist produced by The Academy of Church Business Administrators.
Bishop's Fall Tour: "You might be a Wesleyan Christian if..." An
evening of teaching, reflection and conversation for clergy &
laity. Click HERE for dates and to register.

"United Methodism's six churchwide
Special Sunday offerings are an
example of a critical web of
interactive relationships. When we
add our dollar to the dollar of another,
the gift is multiplied. It is that gift of
abundance that makes a difference
and serves as a beautiful witness to
the world and to the gifts of the gospel." Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey, President, Council of
Bishops More Information and Resources

Jackson Area Ministries Newsletter

Safe Sanctuaries policies prepare your congregation and its
ministries to provide safety and care to children, youth, and
vulnerable adults, as well as to those who serve them. In 2014,
the West Ohio Annual Conference adopted a recommendation
stating that every church would have a Safe Sanctuaries policy.
MORE INFORMATION
"Traction Tracks" are specific training/
resourcing/
coaching/
implementation
components developed within West Ohio's
Missional Church Consultation Initiative
(MCCI), now available in individual short courses for churches of any size and setting.
Does your congregation need to gain a new specific aspect of traction in order to begin
moving forward into renewed vitality? Consider which of these next Traction Track offerings
might be right for you. *Every Traction Track involves your pastor plus a team from your
church. Click HERE to find out more, and to register online.
Join Council on Development for a day of legacy
and endowment learning on Saturday, October
19 at North Broadway UMC. Are you interested in
learning about leaving a financial legacy? This is
a great opportunity for you! This is great opportunity for Church Pastors, Finance Chairs,
Church Treasurers and Finance Secretaries to come and learn about the legacy and
endowment programs that Council on Development has to offer. Learn how your church can
benefit from legacy and endowment programs. Click HERE to register.
Dismantling
the
Community-to-Prison
Pipeline. A unique one-day learning intensive
dedicated to understanding the root causes of the
community-to-prison pipeline and developing
strategic solutions to dismantle it. This event
brings together faith, education, community, and correctional leaders to create collaborative
efforts that will effectively restore and transform our communities of disadvantage to
communities of opportunity. November 7, 2019 at Crossroads Community Church in Mason,
November 8, 2019 at Bethel International United Methodist Church in Columbus. Click HERE
for details.

More

Do you feel God's call on your life but are uncertain how to discern
that call or what to do next? If so, then this is the Retreat for
you! At the Laity Discernment Retreats, we will talk about call,
discernment and what it means to be "called by our baptism". We
will learn ways to intentionally enter into a time of prayer about
discernment and we will discover Spiritual Rhythms that can help
guide our journey. We will also discuss the variety of ways Laity
can serve both in our churches and in our communities. Read

UMC Cyber Campus is a multilingual learning portal to theological and
higher education that aims to enhance global access to free and
affordable high-quality digital educational resources. We strive to
develop confident and knowledgeable Christian leaders on an ongoing
basis. The United Methodist Church (UMC) is a worldwide church. We believe in connecting
people through faith and education globally. There are 13 United Methodist seminaries, 119
UMC universities, schools, and colleges in the United States, and we are connected to 750
Methodist related schools around the world. The General Board of Higher Education and
Ministry (GBHEM) leads and serves The United Methodist Church in educating, nurturing, and
preparing leaders for the church and the world. UMC Cyber Campus is a multilingual Christian
learning space where you can get these higher educational materials anywhere and anytime.
The Preachers' Relief Society is a voluntary, non-profit benevolent
organization of clergy and their families in the West Ohio Conference of The

United Methodist Church.(READ MORE)

Drama Programs available through Martin Denes Ministries.
Lifting Up Jesus / Bringing the Bible to Life. Click on the link
above for more details.

Please continue to donate used and new Christian CDs,
DVDs, books, tracts, daily devotionals, magazines,
Bibles, and Sunday School materials for any age. The date of the materials does not
matter. Love Packages is an endorsed organization of the General Commission on United
Methodist Men, Nashville, TN. See www.lovepackages.org for more information. Thank you
for all donations in 2018. They are shipped overseas to Christians who have none. (READ
MORE) **Donations may be brought to the Shawnee Valley District Office**

PLAN NOW TO ATTEND THESE DISTRICT EVENTS
DETAILS CAN BE FOUND OUR WEBSITE

October 1

- Strategic Ministries Grant Applications Due

October 8

- District Leadership Team Meeting

October 10

- Retired Pastor's Luncheon

October 12

- lay Servant Ministries Classes - Basic & UM Connections

October 19

- UMW Annual Fall Meeting - Tyler Memorial UMC

October 20

- Scioto County Churches Charge Conference - Portsmouth Christ UMC
(Required forms to be submitted)

October 22

- Ross County Churches Charge Conference - Hallsville Community UMC
(Required forms to be submitted)

October 24

- Pike County Churches Charge Conference - Waverly Calvary UMC
(Required forms to be submitted)

October 27

- Lawrence County Churches Charge Conference = South Point UMC
(Required forms to be submitted)

October 29

- Jackson County Churches Charge Conference - Wellston Hope UMC
(Required forms to be submitted)

November 3

- Fayette County Churches Charge Conference - Sugar Grove UMC
(Required forms to be submitted)

Novembar 4

- Highland County Churches Charge Conference - First UMC Greenfield
(Required forms to be submitted)

November 5

- Brown County Churches Charge Conference - Georgetown UMC
(Required forms to be submitted)

November 7

- Adams County Churches Charge Conference - West Union UMC
(Required forms to be submitted)

November 16

- Lay Servant Ministries Class - Leading Worship

November 19

- District Leadership Team Meeting

November 28-29

- Thanksgiving Break - All Offices in the West Ohio Conference will be
closed

December 24-25

- Christmas Break - All Office in the West Ohio Conference will be
closed

CHURCHES TO PRAY FOR THIS MONTH
Please add these churches to your prayer list pray for the congregation, the pastor, their
ministries and the community they serve
(We are praying for multiple churches each week so every church will be included within
one year)

Week of September 29
Chesapeake UMC (Pastor Anthony Thomas)
Chillicothe First UMC (Pastor Doug Cox)
Week of October 6
Chillicothe Trinity UMC (Pastors Kurt King, AnnMarie Carley & Jim Wade)
Clarksburg UMC (Pastor Vera Welker)
Week of October 13
Coal Grove Memorial UMC (Pastor Brad Jenkins)
Colerain UMC (Pastor Tom Jividen)
Week of October 20
Hallsville Community UMC (Pastor Greg Gardner)
Concord UMC (Pastor Mike Rhoads)
Week of October 27
Crouse Chapel UMC (Pastor Janette Elliott)
Defender UMC (Pastor Bill Flannery)

HAVE A WEBSITE, FACEBOOK PAGE OR LIVESTREAM? LET US KNOW!
We trying to compile a list of which churches have websites, Facebook pages and livestreams.
If you have a page, we'd like to list them on our district website. It's a good resource for other
churches to see ideas from others. We will compile a list as we receive information.

Diana K Hall, Communications Coordinator | Shawnee Valley District - UMC |
(740) 637-0829 | dhall@wocumc.org | www.shawneevalleydistrict.org

STAY CONNECTED:

