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SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
REGARDING
THE BUSINESS OF THE
ANNUAL CONFERENCE
Greetings, Sisters and Brothers:
As you prepare to restart some activities that involve people
gathering together in your local church, please know of my
prayers. I hope that you are planning with care, attention to best practices and patience.
Doing it right, so to speak, and doing it well increase the likelihood of not needing to do it
over. I am pulling for you and for all of us.
We all know that we have been pushed to a place where we must do some necessary things
differently than the ways to which we are accustomed. Among these are the way we
conference as United Methodists. Absent COVID-19 or another comparable disruption, we
would be getting ready to head to Lakeside for Annual Conference. The days we had set
apart were June 7-10. As previously stated, we will not be making that pilgrimage in early
June. But I do want to visit with you about how we will do the work of Christian conferencing
this year. We will make great use of digital technology to facilitate what seems unwise to do
in a large crowd.
On Tuesday, June 9, at noon, I will deliver my Episcopal Address (Part 1, at least)
via livestream. I will do so from the sanctuary of Church of the Messiah United
Methodist Church, Westerville. This date will place it close to when I might have
delivered such a message to you at Lakeside. The place will be a foretaste of other
aspects of Annual Conference 2020, about which you can read below. In next week's
NewsNet and on our conference website, you will find more detail about how you can
logon for the address. If you cannot view it live, it will be posted to be viewed at your
convenience. I look forward to being online with as many of you as possible at noon on
the 9th.
On Tuesday, July 28, 10 a.m.-noon, the Clergy Session will be held via Zoom . We
will tend to a few necessary matters having to do with clergy status and conference
membership. A wonderful team from the Episcopal Office, the Office of Ministry, the
Communications Office, Connectional Ministries and the IT Office have been hard at
work studying the right technology to meet our needs. We are almost ready to go.
Preregistration will be required. Training resources will be provided so that you can
prepare to conference virtually. Sometime between mid-June and July 1, the training
material will be available, and the gate for registration will open.
As previously stated, the Annual Conference Session will convene on Saturday,
Sept. 12. This will be a hybrid of virtual and face-to-face meetings in small
configurations across the conference. The Conference Sessions Committee is working

hard with staff to bring together the virtual and in-person aspects of conducting the
essential business of the Annual Conference. As those details are tested and
confirmed, more information will be widely dispersed by early July.
Pray for patience in this season of preparation for our conferencing together.
Just as you have had to adapt to new means of doing ministry in this crisis, the conference
will continue to adapt to do the work of ministry and keep us all safe. Contrary to the sound
bites and rhetoric of this season, the church has never closed, even if some buildings are
shuttered. Ministry has never ceased. We have all been doing ministry in innovative ways.
Your nimbleness and resilience inspire me. Thank you.
Sunday, May 31, is Pentecost. I am looking forward to preaching online from the Glenwood
UMC sanctuary in Columbus. There will be no gathered congregation, just five or six people
and the pastor. But I am no less excited about the opportunity to proclaim the good news
about the disruptive activity of the Holy Spirit. As I have been preparing, the image of Spirit
as wind and breath has been rife in my mind in many ways. Wind and breath are essential for
physical life, whether you're a COVID patient or a criminal suspect on the ground with
someone's knee crushing you down and constricting your breathing. If you can't breathe, you
are not alive. Lord in your mercy... In a similar way, the wind and breath of the Holy Spirit
are essential for every disciple of Jesus and for the church. Without the power of the Spirit
within and without, we are lifeless as disciples and churches. So, in either case, I say and I
pray, "Come, Holy Spirit, to convict, convert, refresh, renew, equip and empower. Disrupt
our patterns and isms. Crush our idols. Make us over again. Come quickly and abide."
Yours in the power of the Holy Ghost,

+Bishop Gregory V Palmer

NEW GENERAL CONFERENCE DATES ANNOUNCED
Organizers have announced that the next General Conference
will be Aug. 29-Sept. 7, 2021, in Minneapolis, despite pleas
that the decision-making body not meet at the start of the
academic year.
However, the organizers are still looking for ways to ensure
delegates, even if they can't meet in person, can participate
online in what many expect to be a historic legislative meeting.
The United Methodist Church's top legislative assembly - postponed from this May by the
COVID-19 pandemic - faces multiple proposals to resolve longtime debate around LGBTQ
inclusion by splitting the denomination along theological lines.
The postponed General Conference will remain at the Minneapolis Convention Center as
originally planned. The Commission on the General Conference authorized Sara Hotchkiss,
business manager, to pursue new dates with the venue after it canceled events into this May
because of the virus. (Read more...)

VIDEO SERIES TO BE AVAILABLE FOR CHURCHES
WITH CLERGY CHANGES
Because of the Covid-19 restrictions, the Starting Well
Sessions required for newly appointed clergy and their Leadership
Teams will be conducted through videos.
There will be three videos available:

LEAVING WELL
STARTING WELL
TRANSITIONING IN THE MIDST OF A PANDEMIC
They will be available on the West Ohio Conference and the District websites in Early June.

SKILLED, ADULT VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR DAYTON
REBUILD
Many of the repair and rebuilding needs of Dayton's tornado
survivors were put on hold when the pandemic hit. Now, skilled
adult volunteers are needed for day-only work in Dayton (no
overnights - teams drive in and out each day).
Volunteers must follow specific protocols including no more than 10 people per work site
(larger teams may be split between sites), maintaining 6 feet between volunteers, wearing
masks, not sharing and/or disinfecting tools after use, self-assessing for fever or symptoms
prior to arrival, and no volunteers who are immune compromised or have been exposed to
the virus. If your team meets these criteria and you are interested in serving tornado
survivors in Dayton, emailmgrace@wocumc.org for more information.

ALL IN COMMUNITY, DISASTER RESPONSE MINISTRY
AND WEST OHIO UMW ISSUE REENTRY KIT
CHALLENGE
"I look upon all the world as my parish; thus far I mean, that in
whatever part of it I am, I judge it meet, right, and my bounden
duty to declare unto all that are willing to hear, the glad tidings
of salvation." - John Wesley, Journal, June 11, 1739
Due to increased exposure to the COVID-19 virus, our neighbors returning from prison are at
a higher risk of spreading the coronavirus back into the community. At the same time,
incarceration comprises the immune system and one's overall health, putting COVID-negative
returning neighbors at a higher risk of coronavirus affliction upon their return to community.
The Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction (ODRC) has asked The West Ohio
Conference for assistance in providing hygiene items and face masks to our returning
neighbors.
All In Community, the WOC Disaster Response Ministry, and the West Ohio Conference United
Methodist Women are challenging our members, churches, and groups to provide 4,000
returning neighbors with a health kit that will better protect the well-being of all community
members by reducing the spread of COVID-19.

HOW YOU CAN HELP
WEBINAR ON VOLUNTEERING SAFELY
June 2, 1:00 P.M.
All In Community will offer a webinar on "Volunteering
from 6-Feet Away: How to Activate your Community
Mission Ministry During the COVID-19 Crisis." Join in
this deep dive with three leaders who are meeting the challenge of keeping
volunteers safe in their service and making the most vulnerable feel safe being
served. Our guest presenters will discuss strategies for engaging your church's
mission-minded volunteers safely and communicating to your community that
you value their safety first. Also, we will hear about ways to tap into community
volunteers and connect them with the mission and ministry of the church outside

the walls as we tend to the spiritual and emotional needs of volunteers and the
vulnerable during the COVID-19 pandemic. Advance registration is required for
this free webinar.
Click here for more information

CONNECTIONS, RESOURCES, MINISTRY & TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES

New Short video Traction Tracks for quick ways to gain traction
at your church! TOPICS AVAILABLE: (click here for website)
How to Perform an Ethnography
How to Start a Fresh Expression
Creating a Social Media Calendar
Four Non-Negotiables to Keep Your Breakthrough Prayer Initiative
Fresh
First Quick Steps to Connection with online Worship Visitors
Strategies for Making your Church the "Go to" Place during the
Pandemic Season
Move Ministry With Families To The Next Level - Even During A
Pandemic Season
You're invited to consider Joni & Friends' Change Everything
campaign as your church's mission project for VBS. This program
will help provide wheelchairs for individuals in need. Help us
bring the hope of Jesus to hurting and desperate people as we lift them out of the dirt and
into a seat of dignity! Visit Joni & Friends for more information.

KAIROS PRISON MINISTRY. INTERESTED? Contact District Prison MInistry
Team Member, Bruce Gabriel for many opportunities. READ MORE

2020 ANGEL TREE REGISTRATION. It is not too early to register for 2020
Angel Tree Christmas. The earlier you register, the better Angel Tree can
plan for new church recruitment in areas that need more support to serve
local
families. Please contact Mary Hamelin, Angel Tree Program
Specialist
for
Ohio,
to
register mary_hamelin@pfm.org Web: www.prisonfellowship.org

Is it time for a Building Check-Up? Whether you are getting set to launch
fall ministries and programs, building your congregation's budget for 2020,
or both, be sure to include a check-up of your building on your to-do list.
An annual building check-up can prevent small maintenance issues from
becoming major - and may ward off endangering the health and safety of your congregants
and guests. Get started by downloading this checklist produced by The Academy of Church
Business Administrators.

"United Methodism's six churchwide Special Sunday offerings are an
example of a critical web of interactive relationships. When we add our
dollar to the dollar of another, the gift is multiplied. It is that gift of
abundance that makes a difference and serves as a beautiful witness to
the world and to the gifts of the gospel." Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey,
President, Council of Bishops More Information and Resources

Safe Sanctuaries policies prepare your congregation and its ministries to
provide safety and care to children, youth, and vulnerable adults, as well
as to those who serve them. In 2014, the West Ohio Annual Conference
adopted a recommendation stating that every church would have a Safe
Sanctuaries policy. MORE INFORMATION ONLINE VIDEOS

UMC Cyber Campus is a multilingual learning portal to theological and
higher education that aims to enhance global access to free and
affordable high-quality digital educational resources. We strive to
develop confident and knowledgeable Christian leaders on an ongoing
basis. The United Methodist Church (UMC) is a worldwide church. We believe in connecting
people through faith and education globally. There are 13 United Methodist seminaries , 119
UMC universities, schools, and colleges in the United States, and we are connected to 750
Methodist related schools around the world. The General Board of Higher Education and
Ministry (GBHEM) leads and serves The United Methodist Church in educating, nurturing, and
preparing leaders for the church and the world. UMC Cyber Campus is a multilingual Christian
learning space where you can get these higher educational materials anywhere and anytime.

The Preachers' Relief Society is a voluntary, non-profit benevolent
organization of clergy and their families in the West Ohio Conference of
The United Methodist Church.(READ MORE)

Drama Programs available through Martin Denes Ministries. Lifting Up
Jesus / Bringing the Bible to Life. Click on the link above for more details.

Please continue to donate used and new Christian CDs,
DVDs, books, tracts, daily devotionals, magazines, Bibles,
and Sunday School materials for any age. The date of the materials does not matter. Love
Packages is an endorsed organization of the General Commission on United Methodist Men,
Nashville, TN. See www.lovepackages.org for more information. Thank you for all donations
in 2018. They are shipped overseas to Christians who have none. (READ MORE) **Donations
may be brought to the Shawnee Valley District Office**

Outdoor Enthusiasts (location TBA)

PLAN NOW TO ATTEND THESE DISTRICT EVENTS
DETAILS CAN BE FOUND OUR WEBSITE
PLEASE CHECK THE WEST OHIO CONFERENCE AND SHAWNEE VALLEY DISTRICT WEBSITES FOR
UPDATES ON ALL SCHEDULED ACTIVITIES. IF YOU ARE UNSURE, CONTACT THE OFFICE.
June 9

- Bishop Palmer's Episcopal Address (LiveStream)

June 20

- Outdoor Enthusiasts (location TBA)

July 4

- Independence Day

July 15

- Leadership Team Meeting

July 18

- Smaller Church Training

July 18

- Outdoor Enthusiasts (location TBA)

July 28

- West Ohio Clergy Session

August 8

- District New Pastor Orientation

August 8

- Smaller Church Training

August 15

- Outdoor Enthusiasts (location TBA)

August 29

- District Annual Meeting & Pre-Conference Briefing

Sept 12

- West Ohio Annual Conference (locations TBA)

Sept 19

- Outdoor Enthusiasts (location TBA)

Sept 26

- Smaller Church Training

October 10

- Lay Servant Ministries Classes

October 17

- Outdoor Enthusiasts (location TBA)

November 14

- Lay Servant Ministries Class

November 21

- Smaller Church Training

CHURCHES TO PRAY FOR THIS MONTH
Please add these churches to your prayer list pray for the congregation, the pastor, their
ministries and the community they serve
(We are listing multiple churches each week so every church will be included within one
year)
Week of May 31
Liberty Chapel at Scrub Ridge UMC (Pastor Chuck Reeves)
Londonderry UMC (Pastor Jim Steele)
Week of June 7
Lucasville Emmanuel UMC (Pastor Michael Musser)
Lynchburg UMC (Pastor Harold Miller)
Week of June 14
Manchester UMC (Pastor David Sugarbaker)
Maple Grove UMC (Pastor Jon Silveous)
Week of June 21
Marshall UMC (Pastor Jamie Darling)
McColm Chapel UMC (currently no pastor appointed)
Week of June 28
McDermott UMC (Pastor Frances Newman)
Minford UMC (Pastor Dennis Bell)
Week of July 5
Moore's Chapel UMC (Pastor Richard W Owens)
Mt Carmel UMC (Pastor Mike Rhoads)

HAVE A WEBSITE, FACEBOOK PAGE OR LIVESTREAM? LET US KNOW!
We trying to compile a list of which churches have websites, Facebook pages and livestreams.
If you have a page, we'd like to list them on our district website. It's a good resource for other
churches to see ideas from others. We will compile a list as we receive information.

Diana K Hall, Administrative Assistant | Shawnee Valley District - UMC |
(740) 851-5243 | dhall@wocumc.org | www.shawneevalleydistrict.org

STAY CONNECTED:

