Shawnee Valley District Monthly Newsletter - August, 2019

Visit Our
Website

WELCOME, REV. CALVIN ALSTON, JR.
Our new District Superintendent has begun his 6 year
term serving and ministering to the pastors, churches
and congregations of Shawnee Valley.
Calvin Alston, Jr. is a native of South Carolina and has
serve as pastor for the past thirty-four years; seventeen
years in the South Carolina Annual Conference UMC and
seventeen years in the West Ohio Annual Conference
UMC.
Initially the call of God was not a priority and if the truth
be told, like Jonah he ran for over 10 years from his
calling.
However, since his conversion, (Inviting Jesus to come into and take charge of his life)
God's calling upon his life has taken center stage and has become the most important part of
his life by faith. And it is his heart of faith that he comes to serve and partner in service
with the laity, clergy and families of the Shawnee Valley District.
Rev Alston has served as delegate to the General and Jurisdictional Conference, elected from
the South Carolina Annual Conference in 2000 in Cleveland, Ohio and the West Ohio Annual
Conference UMC in 2012 in Tampa, Florida. Also, he has served on General, Jurisdictional,
Annual, and District Boards of Ministry, Congregational Development, Episcopal,
Superintendent, Pension committees over the last 25 years.
Rev Alston's current and future prayer and hope for the Shawnee Valley District laity and their
families, and the clergy and their families are to continue lift our voices in prayer to God in
order to
Experience God's Divine favor for our families and community
Embrace a heart of faithfulness (Faith in action/service)
Expect Fruitfulness (Making Disciples for Jesus for the transformation of the world)
Rev. Alston truly believes what the scripture says, that (we) can do all things through Christ
that strengthen us (Philippians 4:13). As the Shawnee Valley District, directing our attention
on focus & specific prayers among the laity and clergy in "Partnership with the Holy Spirit
and one another, we can make a difference in our families and communities for the cause of
Christ.
Please remember the words from Romans 10:17 that "Faith comes by hearing and hearing
by the words of God." Whose words are you focusing on? The enemy is trying to steal our
attention and heart away from God. Change the channel of your heart and mind and focus on
the words of God in ministry and mission to our family, church family, and community. They
are depending on us.

Peace out,

Calvin Alston, Jr
SMALLER CHURCH TRAINING
SATURDAY, AUGUST 10, 9:00 A.M. - 11:00 A.M.
LIBERTY CHAPEL - SCRUB RIDGE UMC
3889 White Oak Road, Blue Creek, OH 45616
How can you help the folks in the church see their gifts and
utilize those gifts in ministry? Matt Brookes & Jaime Wirth will
provide the necessary tools for you to effectively get your people
involved in ministry to others.)
Please let Sam Peters samjoypet@roadrunner.com or Bill Goodall wgoodall@gmail.com know
if you plan to attend.

CONSIDERING A NEW MINISTRY BUT DON'T HAVE
THE FUNDS FOR START-UP?
The Shawnee Valley District offers an opportunity to apply for
Strategic Ministries Funds. We are excited to invest money in
our congregations to partner with you in order to help create
meaningful life-changing ministry!!
The Strategic Ministries Grant application is available HERE. The amount of money available
is anywhere from $3,000 to $15,000 and monies can be granted for the following categories:
Leadership Development
Evangelism with Discipleship Plan
Ministry to the Poor with Discipleship Plan
Structural improvements or expansion of facilities as a result of outgrowing space
currently used to reach & assimilate the community into the life of the congregation
APPLICATION DEADLINE IS OCTOBER 1 WITH APPROVED GRANT MONIES DISTRIBUTED
JANUARY 1 OF THE FOLLOWING YEAR.
Questions may be directed to Rev. Mike Starkey, District Grants Coordinator
(m.starkey76@gmail.com)

GET READY!
Local Church Charge Conference season is just
around the corner. What can church leaders do to
help make the job easier?
Charge Conference is the time to prepare for the upcoming year (January 1 December 31) Each church is required to have an annual meeting to prepare for the
upcoming year. This documentation is the official record of the local church.
Forms are available now HERE
Begin now considering the following
Are your Worship Times the same? Have you added new services? Has
any Contact Information changed?
Will you change any Leadership Roles (trustee chair, treasurer, etc.)
Do you have anyone in your church who is considering going into the ministry?
Do you have any Lay Servants or Lay Speakers?
Remind lay servants and lay speakers to submit their annual report.
Have you reviewed your Membership Records for inactive families? Have
you contacted them?
Has your Safe Sanctuaries policy been reviewed and updated?
Have you planned next year's Budget and Pastor Compensation

Package?
Have you set Breakthrough Goals for the new year?
Have the trustees reviewed the Church / Property Insurance Policies?
Have the trustees Inspected the Parsonage?
Has all of this information been presented to Administrative Council /
Leadership Team and documented in the Official Minutes?
Preparing now will make it much easier to complete the online forms before the
deadlines. The Shawnee Valley District plans to hold County-wide Charge
Conferences again this year. Watch for details in upcoming newsletters.
NEED HELP? Call the District Office - we are here for you!

2019 COUNTY-WIDE CHARGE CONFERENCE DATES
October 20 - Scioto County
Churches
6:30 p.m., Location TBA

October 22 - Ross County
Churches
6:30 p.m., Location TBA

October 24 - Pike County
Churches
6:30 p.m., Location TBA

October 27 - Lawrence
County Churches
6:30 p.m., Location TBA

October 29 - Jackson
County Churches
6:30 p.m., Location TBA

October 31 - Highland
County Churches
6:30 p.m., Location TBA

November 3 - Fayette
County Churches
6:30 p.m., Location TBA

November 5- Brown County
Churches
6:30 p.m., Location TBA

November 7- Adams County
Churches
6:30 p.m., Location TBA

FALL MISSION CALL TO SUPPORT LIGHT THE WAY
CAMPAIGN
A note from Pastor Sam Peters (Part Time Local Pastor serving
First UMC in Ironton):
Many of you may not be aware of how Light the Way is impacting churches and
transforming lives in our Conference and even within the Shawnee Valley District. Light the
Way is a missional focus that began a little over 2 years ago with an ambitious goal of
raising $5 million over 5 years to revitalize existing churches and plant churches that make
disciples of Jesus for the transformation of the world. In phase one the goal was to raise half
that amount. We are currently sitting at gifts given or pledged at $2.3 million.
In full transparency, many churches have held off in their giving until after the Special
General Conference. That Conference has come and gone. While the effects of that
Conference are still being felt, the church needs to look forward now on how we can get back
to the business of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of
the world. I believe healing happens faster when we are about the business of being the
Church and loving as Jesus would love. To that end, Bishop Palmer has asked me to make a
special request of the Shawnee Valley to prayerfully consider what part of Light the Way they
will engage in. Shawnee Valley has graciously offered up $50,000 in

matching monies to any contributions that are given or pledged from
local churches in our District. We would be poor stewards if we did not
find ways to maximize that gift and even exceed it.
I have heard in the past your voices regarding smaller churches having to close due to
declining membership. It is indeed a sad day when a church has to close its doors. I have to
ask myself, and maybe you do too, what could I have done to prevent it from happening? Is
there a way to keep it from happening again?
We have the ability to invest in the church's future by giving to Light the Way . This is a
ministry effort that hits close to home. It isn't giving to some far away place or far away
ministry. It's giving to your own backyard, something many of you have shared is a desire for
your church. Your gift toward Light the Way can be designated for
churches within the Shawnee Valley District if you choose . Together we can
revitalize our churches, find a refreshing way forward, and be about the work of the church
in our District.

We can already celebrate how Light the Way helps to support church revitalization through
the MCCI, Traction Tracks and Fresh Expressions. In 2017 three new church plants were
launched. In 2018, five more were opened. In 2019 seven new church launches are planned.
To date, 1357 new people are worshiping in these new expressions of worship. In the first
year 88 baptisms took place. Lives are being transformed for Christ even in

the midst of uncertain times.
There are many resources at our disposal. We must demonstrate our good stewardship of
these resources by investing in Kingdom growth. As we look forward to what your church can
do to participate in this exciting growth, I hope you are praying as we are praying:
May the miraculous light of Christ engage and unite us with unstoppable faith, passionate
courage, gladness of heart, and unbounded love so that your Spirit-birthed possibilities shine
through us and break through with the dawn of new hope and transformation to your world.
Amen.
IF YOUR CHURCH CHOOSES TO SUPPORT THE CAMPAIGN, PLEASE BRING DONATIONS TO
THE COUNTY-WIDE CHARGE CONFERENCE.
CHECKS SHOULD BE WRITTEN TO "WEST OHIO CONFERENCE LIGHT THE WAY"

CLERGY CHANGES IN THE SHAWNEE VALLEY
DISTRICT
Beginning August 1, the following pastors will begin new
appointments or assignments:
Rev. AJ Bernard - Center / Spring Grove (Fayette County)
Rev. Jamie Darling - Rainsboro / Marshall (Highland County)
Rev. Zachary Holler - Associate, Waverly Grace
Mr. Harold Miller - Lynchburg (Highland County)

LAITY DISCERNMENT RETREATS
Do you feel God's call on your life but are
uncertain how to discern that call or what
to do next? If so, then this is the Retreat for you! At
the Laity Discernment Retreats, we will talk about call,
discernment and what it means to be "called by our
baptism". We will learn ways to intentionally enter into a
time of prayer about discernment and we will discover
Spiritual Rhythms that can help guide our journey. We will also discuss the variety of ways
Laity can serve both in our churches and in our communities. Read More

SHAWNEE VALLEY SUPPORTS ZAMBIA
MISSIONARIES
In 2012, Reverend Brian Vinson and his family answered God's
call to leave Hope UMC in Wellston and move to serve the United
Methodist Church in Zambia. In 2018, The Shawnee Valley
District Leadership Team chose to support their ministries there
by sending $11,900 to assist in building a ministry center. This
year Rev. Dr. Derek Russell, who serves as lead pastor at
Hillsboro First UMC, led a team to partner with Brian in Zambia.
Read his story here.

RETIRED PASTOR SERVES AS DISTRICT CHAPLAIN
FOR THE OHIO STATE HIGHWAY PATROL
Zedda Myers, a retired minister who most recently served

Georgetown UMC has joined forces with the Ohio State Highway
Patrol as a Regional Chaplain of the Wilmington State Highway
Patrol District. After her retirement and 27 years of serving in
local churches in 2017, Zedda was contacted by a member of the
Georgetown SHP Post about the their statewide effort to place a
Chaplain in each of the SHP Districts in Ohio for the first time in
their 85 year history. State Highway Patrol Troopers have
continued to expand their duties over the last several years and
the State is aware of the necessity for the Troopers to have a
non-judgmental friend with confidentiality. Her desire is to
provide a bridge between job and home for troopers and staff
and to offer confidential conversation, prayer, support and
referral to everyone.

Reverend Zedda Myers

CELEBRATING OUR CHURCHES
Thank you to these churches that have stayed on goal in
apportionment giving. As of June 30, the West Ohio
Conference reported these churches have given at least
50% or higher in their total apportioned funds. The
Connection of United Methodist Churches throughout the
world benefit from YOUR support!

100% PAID
Alma UMC

Bishop Hill UMC

Clarksburg UMC

Concord UMC

Franklin Furnace UMC

Friendship UMC

Liberty Chapel UMC

Moore's Chapel UMC

Omega UMC

Ripley Centenary UMC

Russellville UMC

Sardinia UMC

Sonners Chapel UMC

South Webster Christ UMC

Staunton UMC

Waverly Calvary UMC

50% - 99% PAID
Winchester UMC

Bear Creek UMC

Fruitdale UMC

Walnut Street UMC

South Salem UMC

Bloomingburg UMC

South Webster Grace UMC

Bethel (Scioto) UMC

Georgetown UMC

Mt Nebo UMC

Andersonville UMC

dry Run UMC

Mt Carmel (Ross) UMC

Pleasant Valley UMC

Prospect UMC

Rainsboro UMC

Wellston Hope UMC

Crouse Chapel UMC

Highland UMC

LAY SERVANT MINISTRIES FALL CLASSES
ANNOUNCED
Lay Servant Ministry is our United Methodist system for lay
leadership development and includes lay speaking as one of the
certifications. The basic and advanced courses are designed to
help develop skills in witnessing to the Christian faith through
spoken communication, church and community leadership, and
care-giving ministries. Specific coursework is required to become
a lay speaker, if desired, but anyone may take any course.
FALL COURSE OFFERINGS
(Click on the title for more information and to register)
September 14, 2019
Advanced Course - Leading Bible Study
October 12, 2019

Basic Course
Advanced Course - United Methodist Connection
November 16, 2019
Advanced Course - Leading IN Worship

MANY HANDS NEEDED ACROSS THE STATE
FOR FLOOD AND TORNADO CLEAN UP
If you are interested in putting together a team to
assist with clean up, contact Diana Hall for information.
You can also go to the West Ohio Conference Disaster
Response Page for more information on how to donate.
Early Response Team Training Classes are available in various locations across the
conference.
Other resources for out-of-state needs can be found on the North Central Jurisdiction
website.

CONNECTIONS, RESOURCES, MINISTRY & TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES
Local Pastors Fellowship Retreat at Lakeside, Ohio . "Civil Dialogue in an
Uncivil World"
August 18-21, 2019.
Registration deadline is August
9. Brochure
West Ohio Immigration Task Force. As people of faith, The United Methodist
Church has a long history of welcoming and supporting immigrants and
refugees. Now more than ever, the Church needs to act boldly to welcome the
stranger and to change the systems that seeks to exclude and divide.
Over 258,000,000 people are part of the largest migration in human history.
This unprecedented number demands compassionate care and courageous advocacy rooted in
our Wesleyan identity. Story 1
Story 2
Story 3
Traction Tracks: Family Ties: Home, Church, and
Community. Classes begin September 14 (4
required sessions). Details
UMC Cyber Campus is a multilingual learning portal to theological and higher
education that aims to enhance global access to free and affordable highquality digital educational resources. We strive to develop confident and
knowledgeable Christian leaders on an ongoing basis. The United Methodist Church (UMC) is
a worldwide church. We believe in connecting people through faith and education globally.
There are 13 United Methodist seminaries, 119 UMC universities, schools, and colleges in
the United States, and we are connected to 750 Methodist related schools around the
world. The General Board of Higher Education and Ministry (GBHEM) leads and serves The
United Methodist Church in educating, nurturing, and preparing leaders for the church and
the world. UMC Cyber Campus is a multilingual Christian learning space where you can get
these higher educational materials anywhere and anytime.
Council of Bishops Launches New UM DisAbility Website. The United
Methodist Disability Ministries Committee, now under the umbrella of the
Council of Bishops, has launched a new website featuring practical tools and a
helpful search engine. The committee also will co-sponsor legislation for
General Conference 2020 with the Association of Ministers with Disabilities,
Mental Health Ministries, the United Methodist Congress of the Deaf and the Deaf and Hard
of Hearing Committee. Check out the new website here.
Generosity & Stewardship Conference - August 4-7 . Clergy and laity
involved in stewardship and finance, development, foundation leadership and
consultancy are invited to participate in a unique learning experience on the
beautiful shores of Lake Erie at Lakeside Chautauqua. Details

Family Ties: Home, Church, and Community (four-session training). Begins
September 14, 2019. Family Ties teaches churches how to rethink and
intentionally change your current approach to reach and disciple new children
and families at home, in church and within your local community. Connect
anew with the next generation! This four-session Traction Track intentionally focuses on
developing leadership skills and teaching best ministry practices while leading churches,
pastors, staff and unpaid leaders in the most important and proven strategies in creating a
Family-driven/Church-empowering ministry. Learn more about Family Ties here.
The Preachers' Relief Society is a voluntary, non-profit benevolent
organization of clergy and their families in the West Ohio Conference of The
United Methodist Church.(READ MORE)

The SOWER VIM Project is a conference wide construction mission to build
new housing in the area served by Henderson Settlement, Frakes,
KY. BROCHURE
Drama Programs available through Martin Denes Ministries. Lifting Up Jesus
/ Bringing the Bible to Life. Click on the link above for more details.

Please continue to donate used and new Christian CDs,
DVDs, books, tracts, daily devotionals, magazines,
Bibles, and Sunday School materials for any age. The date of the materials does not
matter. Love Packages is an endorsed organization of the General Commission on United
Methodist Men, Nashville, TN. See www.lovepackages.org for more information. Thank you
for all donations in 2018. They are shipped overseas to Christians who have none. (READ
MORE) **Donations may be brought to the Shawnee Valley District Office**

PLAN NOW TO ATTEND THESE EVENTS
DETAILS WILL BE PUBLISHED IN FUTURE NEWSLETTERS AND ON OUR
WEBSITE

August 1

- Pastor/D.S. One on One Sessions begin

August 1
(approximate date)

- Charge Conference Forms sent to Local Churches; Local Church
preparations begin for 2020

August 10

- Smaller Church Training - Liberty Chapel at Scrub Ridge

September 2

- Labor Day - All Offices in the West Ohio Conference will be closed

September 3

- District Leadership Team Meeting

September 14

- Lay Servant Ministries Class - Leading Bible Study

October 1

- Strategic Ministries Grant Applications Due

October 8

- District Leadership Team Meeting

October 12

- lay Servant Ministries Classes - Basic & UM Connections

October 19

- UMW Annual Fall Meeting - Tyler Memorial UMC

October 20

- Scioto County Churches Charge Conference (Required forms to be
submitted)

October 22

- Ross County Churches Charge Conference (Required forms to be
submitted)

October 24

- Pike County Churches Charge Conference (Required forms to be
submitted)

October 27

- Lawrence County Churches Charge Conference (Required forms to be
submitted)

October 29

- Highland County Churches Charge Conference (Required forms to be
submitted)

October 31

- Jackson County Churches Charge Conference (Required forms to be
submitted)

November 3

- Fayette County Churches Charge Conference (Required forms to be
submitted)

November 5

- Brown County Churches Charge Conference (Required forms to be
submitted)

November 7

- Adams County Churches Charge Conference (Required forms to be
submitted)

November 16

- Lay Servant Ministries Class - Leading Worship

November 19

- District Leadership Team Meeting

November 28-29

- Thanksgiving Break - All Offices in the West Ohio Conference will be
closed

December 24-25

- Christmas Break - All Office in the West Ohio Conference will be
closed

CHURCHES TO PRAY FOR THIS MONTH
Please add these churches to your prayer list pray for the congregation, the pastor, their
ministries and the community they serve
(We are praying for multiple churches each week so every church will be included within
one year)
Week of July 28
West Union UMC, Pastor Al Bolte
Wheelersburg UMC, Pastor Perry Prosch
Week of August 4
Winchester UMC, Pastor Greg Roberts
Aberdeen UMC, Pastor Carol Harper
Week of August 11
Alma UMC, Pastor Keith Richardson
Andersonville UMC, Pastor Dennis Ray
Week of August 18
Auburn UMC, Pastor Mary Cyrus
Austin UMC, Pastor Neil Foster
Week of August 25
Bainbridge UMC, Pastor Matt Brookes
Bear Creek UMC - Pastor Frances Newman
Week of September 1
Beaver Emmanuel UMC, Pastor Chris Clark

Beaver Faith UMC, Pastor Brian Hedden

HAVE A WEBSITE, FACEBOOK PAGE OR LIVESTREAM? LET US KNOW!
We trying to compile a list of which churches have websites, Facebook pages and livestreams.
If you have a page, we'd like to list them on our district website. It's a good resource for other
churches to see ideas from others. We will compile a list as we receive information.

Diana K Hall, Communications Coordinator | Shawnee Valley District - UMC |
(740) 637-0829 | dhall@wocumc.org | www.shawneevalleydistrict.org

STAY CONNECTED:

