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Visit Our
Website

An Encouraging Word from the
District Superintendent
To the Shawnee Valley District family and
friends:
Words of wisdom from the extended cabinet
conference call. During this time of settling in
and physical (social) distancing let us give attention to the emotional health of our lay staff,
pastors, church family, our families, and ourselves. Please take the time to check on our
emotional health.
We all have families that we are worried about in addition to all the people that
work with and for us and all the churches that depend on us. It can feel overwhelming,
especially if you already have a strong sense of responsibility. We are living in a time of
stress and uncertainty, and there is no reason why we cannot take a day or more off, where
we turn off the computer, telephone and news.
Let's also remember that we are not alone, we are in this together. We have our co-workers,
friends and family to journey with us. Take the time to reach out, voice our fears and hopes,
leaving a word of encouragement for one another and to grow and learn from one another.
The West Ohio Conference website shares information dealing with Emotional Wellness...
Love Self
Remember our identity as a child of God
Able to Name personal Emotions
A sense of Meaning
Feel good about Self
Connection with Others
Positive relationship with others
A sense of Belonging
Willingness to ask for help
Seek counseling when needed
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Matthew 5:1-48
Matthew 6:1-34
Mark 1:1-11
Mark 8:1-38
Luke 2:1-52
Luke 6:1-49
John 1:1-51
John 4:1-54
God's continued favor, faithfulness and fruitfulness now and always

MANY RESOURCES AVAILABLE FOR NAVIGATING
COVID-19 ISSUES
Trying to find information you need quickly can be frustrating
especially when you are not sure where to look. We are

committed to equipping churches throughout West Ohio with
the information they need. We will continue to add
information as it becomes available. Be sure to check your
district website for information, too. If you know of a resource
that may be helpful to others but do not see it one this list,
please email: agraham@wocumc.org. Thank you for your
commitment to God and to the Church.
Click HERE for the most up-to-date information.
Please know there is an overwhelming amount of information that has been sent to our
office and it has been difficult to ensure everything has been conveyed to you. If you have
ANY questions, please don't hesitate to reach out. We are working in the office some and
from home some - leave a message if we don't answer and we'll return your call as soon as
we can. We're here for you!

PAYCHECK PROTECTION PROGRAM
OF THE US GOVERNMENT CARES ACT
On March 27, President Trump signed the Coronavirus Aid,
Relief and Economic Security (CARES) Act. Of the massive
$2.2 trillion it appropriates, $349 billion is for the Paycheck
Protection Program (PPP), which is loan program targeted at
small businesses, including nonprofits. The goal is to incent employers to retain employees
rather than laying them off by loaning them two and half month's of payroll. In a few
months, employers that receive such loans can have them forgiven if they can prove they
incurred payroll and other qualified expenses during the loan period. Over a ten-year period
they will have to repay the loan amount above what they can substantiate. The PPP is
administered by the Small Business Administration (SBA) and financial institutions that
originate SBA loans.
While the questions below are those most frequently asked this week, please see the West
Ohio Conference website for a complete list of resources and additional details.

READ MORE
To the Shawnee Valley District Communities, Laity, Pastors
and Our Families:
Jesus prayed in John 11:41 before He raised Lazarus from the
grave...God I thank you for hearing me, and I know that you
hear me always...God always hears us when we pray.

Pentecost 2020
It's Praying and Praising God Time:
It was in the year of 1999 while serving as pastor of the
North Orangeburg United Methodist Church in Orangeburg, South Carolina. A group of
pastors and laity from different faith backgrounds (whom I labeled as the Holy RollersHoly Club) got together, prayed and discerned the movement of God for our families,
church families and the surrounding communities.
It was during this time that we hosted what we termed as "Pentecost 1999". The theme
was "A New Experience in the Lord". From that gathering, the churches, families, and
communities that were involved experienced an unprecedented presence and movement
of God in their lives. Second Corinthians 10:4 reminds us that the weapons we fight with
are not weapons of the world but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds. (The
coronavirus or any other obstacles and challenges we face).
I believe that God can and will use the Body of Christ (The Church) during this
unprecedented time in the world to retool or rethink His purpose for our lives in this
time of uncertainty. Currently our families, churches, communities and the world are
witnessing a new physical experience that we have never encountered before. Jesus said
in John 4:24 that God is Spirit and we must worship Him in Spirit and in truth.
Therefore, let us join together and be in one accord in praying to the Lord for a Spiritual,
as well as a physical, new or renewed experience in the Lord. (The deliverance from the
coronavirus)
Pentecost 2020
Pentecost means a new a new experience in the Lord- it is our call to continue to
practice our faith for God and others to see. Jesus said in Matthew 5:16...let your light so
shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify our Father in heaven.
Pentecost 2020 is:
Choosing to put God first and our willingness to allow the Holy Spirit to use, guide
and lead us into His divine purpose. Making our relationship with God, family and
others a priority.
Choosing to love God and others as Christ has loved you.
Choosing to continue the practice of giving of our time, talents, and treasures
(resources) for the cause of Christ first. Because we reap what we sow. Nothing
from nothing still leaves or reaps nothing.
Choosing to surrender ourselves, families and possessions to the cause and purpose

of Christ in order to make disciples to transform the world.
Daily taking the time to pray for God's intervention and deliverance in this worldwide pandemic; plus His restoration of our world, communities, churches, families
and friends.
Spending time in God's Word daily.
Being informed and following the advice of the medical professionals.
Using common-sense methods in order to keep others and ourselves safe.
Praying and discerning who you believe God wants you to call, text and share your
new experience in the Lord with (A family or friend).

With God as my guide, your brother in Christ Jesus our Lord,

Calvin Alston, Jr.
Shawnee Valley District Superintendent

A Message From West Ohio Conference Lay
Leader, Mitchell Harper
I'm going to be honest with you. For whatever reason, I
don't follow the news as I should. I usually get just enough
information to sound silly in a conversation with someone
who actually knows what they're talking about. It's a gift, really.
So, honestly, I was surprised when it felt as though COVID-19 went from something I
thought should probably pay attention to, to something I had no choice but to pay
attention to. It felt as if we transitioned from "cough into your elbow" to global pandemic
extremely quickly.
Many of us are working from home, cancelling get-togethers and even worshipping almost
exclusively online. Beyond that, unfortunately, some people can't work from home and
are just trying to figure out how to make it financially through this isolation that has no
official end date. And whether you are one who is completely comfortable in isolation, or
one who can't believe you're being told to stay inside, a lot of these changes can be
overwhelming and frustrating. READ MORE

JACKSON AREA MINISTRIES
SEED COLLECTION DEADLINE IS APRIL 15
JAM's Seed Ministry Takes on a Sense of Urgency
With the spread of the Coronavirus Jackson Area Ministries'
vegetable seed ministry appears to be increasingly important.
For many years JAM has been enabling families to grow their
own vegetables. Fresh veggies from your local grocery store has been a given. This
potentially could not be true this summer. For years JAM has been giving out seed potatoes,
tomato plants and a large variety of seeds. All of this has been done with the intent that the
family in their backyard grows an abundance of fresh food.
"From the ground to the table" has always been our concept.
Especially NOW, JAM is asking you to consider buying a package of vegetable seeds and
sending it to us for distribution. JAM's seed ministry typically assists over 2,500 families to
produce their own vegetables. Last summer families from 18 counties in southeast Ohio
benefited from this project.
Your contributions can be sent to:
Jackson Area Ministries, P.O. Box 603, Jackson, Ohio 45640
Shipping address is: 119 McKitterick Avenue, Jackson, Ohio 45640
Thanks, God Bless and be safe
Rev. Bob Davis, Director of Jackson Area Ministries

CONNECTIONS, RESOURCES, MINISTRY & TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES
West Ohio Camps & Retreats . It may be winter but we say
summer...summer camp that is! Traditional favorites and new camp
themed weeks are available now to read about and register. Summer
Camp Guide

You're invited to consider Joni & Friends' Change Everything
campaign as your church's mission project for VBS. This program
will help provide wheelchairs for individuals in need. Help us
bring the hope of Jesus to hurting and desperate people as we lift them out of the dirt and
into a seat of dignity! Visit Joni & Friends for more information.
KAIROS PRISON MINISTRY. iNTERESTED? Contact District Prison MInistry
Team Member, Bruce Gabriel for many opportunities. READ MORE

2020 ANGEL TREE REGISTRATION. It is not too early to register for 2020
Angel Tree Christmas. The earlier you register, the better Angel Tree can
plan for new church recruitment in areas that need more support to serve
local families. Please contact Mary Hamelin, Angel Tree Program Specialist
for
Ohio,
to
register mary_hamelin@pfm.org Web: www.prisonfellowship.org

Mission Opportunity for Building a House in the Henderson Settlement
Area during the Spring and Summer of 2020
What: SOWER (Sharing Our Witness - Enriching Relationships) is a
conference wide construction mission to build new housing in the area
served by Henderson Settlement.
Objective: To construct a house from the foundation up for a family in need
Newsletter
Brochure
Is it time for a Building Check-Up? Whether you are getting set to launch
fall ministries and programs, building your congregation's budget for 2020,
or both, be sure to include a check-up of your building on your to-do list.
An annual building check-up can prevent small maintenance issues from
becoming major - and may ward off endangering the health and safety of your congregants
and guests. Get started by downloading this checklist produced by The Academy of Church
Business Administrators.

"United Methodism's six churchwide Special Sunday offerings are an
example of a critical web of interactive relationships. When we add our
dollar to the dollar of another, the gift is multiplied. It is that gift of
abundance that makes a difference and serves as a beautiful witness to
the world and to the gifts of the gospel." Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey,
President, Council of Bishops More Information and Resources

Safe Sanctuaries policies prepare your congregation and its ministries to
provide safety and care to children, youth, and vulnerable adults, as well
as to those who serve them. In 2014, the West Ohio Annual Conference
adopted a recommendation stating that every church would have a Safe
Sanctuaries policy. MORE INFORMATION

UMC Cyber Campus is a multilingual learning portal to theological and
higher education that aims to enhance global access to free and
affordable high-quality digital educational resources. We strive to
develop confident and knowledgeable Christian leaders on an ongoing
basis. The United Methodist Church (UMC) is a worldwide church. We believe in connecting
people through faith and education globally. There are 13 United Methodist seminaries , 119
UMC universities, schools, and colleges in the United States, and we are connected to 750
Methodist related schools around the world. The General Board of Higher Education and
Ministry (GBHEM) leads and serves The United Methodist Church in educating, nurturing, and
preparing leaders for the church and the world. UMC Cyber Campus is a multilingual Christian
learning space where you can get these higher educational materials anywhere and anytime.

The Preachers' Relief Society is a voluntary, non-profit benevolent
organization of clergy and their families in the West Ohio Conference of
The United Methodist Church.(READ MORE)

Drama Programs available through Martin Denes Ministries. Lifting Up
Jesus / Bringing the Bible to Life. Click on the link above for more details.

Please continue to donate used and new Christian CDs,
DVDs, books, tracts, daily devotionals, magazines, Bibles,
and Sunday School materials for any age. The date of the materials does not matter. Love
Packages is an endorsed organization of the General Commission on United Methodist Men,
Nashville, TN. See www.lovepackages.org for more information. Thank you for all donations
in 2018. They are shipped overseas to Christians who have none. (READ MORE) **Donations
may be brought to the Shawnee Valley District Office**

PLAN NOW TO ATTEND THESE DISTRICT EVENTS
DETAILS CAN BE FOUND OUR WEBSITE
PLEASE CHECK THE WEST OHIO CONFERENCE AND SHAWNEE VALLEY DISTRICT WEBSITES
FOR UPDATES ON ALL SCHEDULED ACTIVITIES. IF YOU ARE UNSURE, CONTACT THE
OFFICE.
April 18

- Lay Servant Ministries Class: Living Our UM Beliefs **CANCELLED**

April 18

- Outdoor Enthusiasts

May 12

- Leadership Team Meeting

May 30

- District Gathering - Post General Conference Briefing & Pre-Annual
Conference Briefing **A DECISION WILL BE MADE SOON**

June 7-10

- West Ohio Annual Conference **A DECISION WILL BE MADE MAY 1**

CHURCHES TO PRAY FOR THIS MONTH
Please add these churches to your prayer list pray for the congregation, the pastor, their
ministries and the community they serve
(We are praying for multiple churches each week so every church will be included within
one year)
Week of April 5
Fruitdale UMC (Pastor Jeff Barnhart)
Georgetown UMC (Pastor Dan Pelzel)
Week of April 12
Good Hope UMC (Pastor Jon Silveous)
Greenfield First UMC (Pastors Kevin Hall & Sam Mincey)
Week of April 19
Haverhill UMC (Pastor Bob Morrow)
Highland UMC (Pastor Mary Cyrus)
Week of April 26
Hillsboro First UMC (Pastor Derek Russell)
Ironton First UMC (Pastor Sam Peters)
Week of May 5
Island Creek UMC (Pastor Elvis Horsley
Jackson Calvary UMC (Pastor Garry Hogue)

HAVE A WEBSITE, FACEBOOK PAGE OR LIVESTREAM? LET US KNOW!
We trying to compile a list of which churches have websites, Facebook pages and livestreams.
If you have a page, we'd like to list them on our district website. It's a good resource for other
churches to see ideas from others. We will compile a list as we receive information.

Diana K Hall, Communications Coordinator | Shawnee Valley District - UMC |
(740) 637-0829 | dhall@wocumc.org | www.shawneevalleydistrict.org

STAY CONNECTED:

