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Visit Our
Website

OUTDOOR ENTHUSIASTS GROUP
Spring Hike
April 13, 2019, 9:30 a.m. - Noon
Fort Hill Earthworks and Nature Preserve
13614 Fort Hill Road, Hillsboro, OH 45133
All ages are welcome!
Bring a friend and pack a lunch.
Fort Hill has what many call the best hiking trails
in the state, encompassing 1300 acres in
Highland County. Its fully mature forests harbor
many rare or endangered wildflowers, hundreds of species of mushrooms and a high number
of tree species. Birders will likely be able to check off several hard-to-find species. You can
hike to a stone and earthen-walled Hopewell hilltop enclosure at the top of Fort Hill. With a
circumference of 1 ½ miles, the earthwork has 33 gateways and, on the inside, a large ditch.
For archaeology enthusiasts, the well-preserved hilltop enclosure at Fort Hill is spectacular.
But Fort Hill also has a second Hopewell earthwork: Circle Earthwork, in a field on the south
side of the park, can be hard to see. A mowed trail accessible from the Buckeye Trail leads
to the Circle Earthwork. Fort Hill is one of the best-preserved examples of an ancient hilltop
enclosure. Fort Hill was built by American Indians of the Hopewell Culture, who lived in Ohio
about 2,000 years ago. Despite the name, Fort Hill was not an actual fort used for warfare,
but more likely a ceremonial gathering place. Fort Hill is also a nature preserve, and the
1,300 acres are home to one of southern Ohio's largest mature forests, with many towering
old trees. There are 11 miles of hiking trails at the preserve, as well as a picnic area and
latrines. A museum houses exhibits on the geology and archaeology of the area.

A NNUA L CO NFERENCE REMINDERS

LAY MEMBERS T O ANNUAL CONFERENCE
If you plan on attending conference and didn't complete the online questionnaire, contact
the District Office. The main question is whether you would like the Book of Reports sent
to you electronically or via USPS. (default is electronically)

You
can
register for
Childcare
online
by
going
to
this
link:
www.westohioumc.org/ac/2019/ChildCareRegistration
On-site housing requests can be made today (April 1) at 10:00 am by going to this link:
https://www.westohioumc.org/ac/2019/HousingRequest
If you are receiving information via email and don't plan to attend
, contact your pastor so they can find a replacement for you.
PAS T ORS
Please check with your Lay Member to ensure they will attend Annual Conference. If you
aren't sure who your Lay Member is or if you change who will attend, contact the District
Office.
INT ERES T ED IN S ERV ING?
Each District is allowed a certain number of "Lay Member s At Lar ge" . Shawnee
Valley has several spots available. S upply Pastor s may serve in this capacity as well
as any church member. Contact the District office if you are interested.
CAMP CONNECT AT CAMP WIDEWATER - JUNE 3 - 5
An overnight camp during Annual Conference. Open to all campers this short stay at
camp makes a great first camp experience. This camp offers something for everyone.
Enjoy fun in God's outdoor creation while also worshipping and learning from our
experienced camp staff. For those coming from Annual Conference, a bus will pick up
children from the west side of Hoover Auditorium on June 3 at 8:00AM and return them
to the same spot on June 5 at 5:00 PM. Registration deadline is May 25. Same day
registration is NOT available. A parent must accompany child at drop-off and pick-up
with ID unless the camp is notified of additional approved adults. Please email
rpalmer@wocumc.org for more information. Lodging is in our air-conditioned lodge.

ANNUAL PICNIC AND PRE-CONFERENCE BRIEFING
MAY 19, 3:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Stillwater Event & Conference Centre
464 DeBord Road, Chillicothe, OH 45601
Join us for a time of celebration, food and worship with others around the Shawnee Valley
District.
Meet our new District Superintendent, Calvin Alsotn, Jr. and his wife, Sandra.
Guest Speaker: Matthew Sleeth, MD. A former emergency room physician, Dr. Matthew
Sleeth resigned from his position as chief of the medical staff and director of the ER to
teach, preach, and write about faith and the environment. Since founding Blessed Earth, he
has spoken at 1,000 churches and schools throughout the country. Dr. Sleeth is a graduate of
George Washington University School of Medicine and has two postdoctoral fellowships. He is
the author of Serving God, Saving the Planet: A Christian Call to Action, the introduction
to The Green Bible, and 24/6: A Prescription for a Healthier, Happier Life.
A special offering will be collected and will support SonLight Power of Fairfield, Ohio
A free meal will be served (donations accepted) - RSVP to the District Office if you plan to
join us.

SHAWNEE VALLEY DISTRICT FAMILY FUN DAY
June 21-22, 2019
Cincinnati Area
Join the District Staff and others from around the district for a Friday evening riverboat
cruise & dinner, a night's stay in a local hotel and a full day at the Cincinnati Zoo, including a
catered picnic.
All this for $50/adult and $25/child (maximum of $150 per family). That's a bargain
considering everything included!
Online registration will begin April 8. Spaces are limited, so reserve your spot early!

LIGHT THE WAY CONFERENCE-WIDE CAMPAIGN
Many of you may not be aware of how Light the Way is
impacting churches and transforming lives in our Conference
and even within the Shawnee Valley District. Light the Way is
a missional focus that began a little over 2 years ago with an
ambitious goal of raising $5 million over 5 years to revitalize existing churches and plant
churches that make disciples of Jesus for the transformation of the world. In phase one the
goal was to raise half that amount. We are currently sitting at gifts given or pledged at $2.3
million.
In full transparency, many churches have held off in their giving until after the Special
General Conference. That Conference has come and gone. While the effects of that
Conference are still being felt, the church needs to look forward now on how we can get back
to the business of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. I
believe healing happens faster when we are about the business of being the Church and
loving as Jesus would love. To that end, Bishop Palmer has asked me to make a special
request of the Shawnee Valley to prayerfully consider what part of Light the Way they will
engage in. Shawnee Valley has graciously offered up $50,000 in matching monies to any
contributions that are given or pledged from local churches in our District. We would be
poor stewards if we did not find ways to maximize that gift and even exceed it by annual
conference in June.
I have heard in the past your voices regarding smaller churches having to close due to
declining membership. It is indeed a sad day when a church has to close its doors. I have to
ask myself, and maybe you do to, what could I have done to prevent it from happening? Is
there a way to keep it from happening again?
We have the ability to invest in the church's future by giving to Light the Way. This is a
ministry effort that hits close to home. It isn't giving to some far away place or far away
ministry. It's giving to your own back yard, something many of you have shared is a desire
for your church. Your gift toward Light the Way can be designated for churches within the
Shawnee Valley District if you choose. Together we can revitalize our churches, find a
refreshing way forward, and be about the work of the church in our District.
We can already celebrate how Light the Way helps to support church revitalization through
the MCCI, Traction Tracks and Fresh Expressions. In 2017 three new church plants were
launched. In 2018, five more were opened. In 2019 seven new church launches are planned.
To date, 1357 new people are worshiping in these new expressions of worship. In the first
year 88 baptisms took place. Lives are being transformed for Christ even in the midst of
uncertain times.
If you would like to give or pledge toward Light the Way, please reach out to me so we can

discuss it. There are many resources at our disposal. We must demonstrate our good
stewardship of these resources by investing in Kingdom growth. As we look forward to what
your church can do to participate in this exciting growth, I hope you are praying as we are
praying:
May the miraculous light of Christ engage and unite us with unstoppable faith, passionate
courage, gladness of heart, and unbounded love so that your Spirit-birthed possibilities shine
through us and break through with the dawn of new hope and transformation to your world.
Amen.

Sam Peters

Sam Peters is the Licensed, Local Pastor of Christ UMC in South Webster & District Small
Church Initiatives Co-Coordinator
READ A LETTER FROM BISHOP PALMER REGARDING
THE 2019 ANNUAL CONFERENCE MIRACLE OFFERING

DISASTER RESPONSE NEWS
Next Training for Early Response Team
Certification and Recertification: May 4,
2019 at Groveport UMC. Details
Interested in learning more about how kits
are distributed after they leave our district (flood buckets, health kits, etc.)?
Join District Disaster Coordinator, Diana Hall and travel to Midwest Mission in Illinois
to tour and work in their facility for one day. We will drive out on July 2, work July 3
and come home early on July 4 so you can see the fireworks! Limited spaces are
available, cost will be minimal (around $100/person). Midwest Mission has many ways
to serve -- there is a sewing room, a carpentry room as well as the kit assembly.
Something to do for all ages! Contact the District Office for more information.
MIDWEST MISSION PROMOTIONAL VIDEO

VIETNAM MISSION OPPORTUNITY

Tentative plans are in the works to travel to Vietnam to work with the Leadership Team
there to provide a Women's Health Ministry.
The trip would take place in August and the focus will be on basic women's health issues.
Nursing background not necessary, but helpful. Please contact the District Office by April
15 if you are interested.

SHV SMALLER CHURCH TRAINING
May 4, 2019 - 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Emmanuel UMC, Lucasville
73 Scioto Street, Lucasville, OH 45648
Do you know your community? Mike Starkey & Becky Wingo will
help churches become an important leader in the life of their
town or village through Community Asset Mapping.
RSVP to samjoypet@roadrunner.com or wgoodall67@gmail.com if
you plan to attend.

MOUNT ORAB & WEST UNION CHURCHES
RAISE FUNDS FOR MILITARY BIBLESTICK
For the past two years the congregations at Mt.
Orab and West Union UMC's have participated in a
special mission to raise money for Military
BibleStick. This is a special ministry developed by
the Faith Comes by Hearing company that puts the
New Testament on a small recording device so military personnel can listen to the Word of
God.
We all recognize that at any given time men and women our serving in the U.S. Military
defending our freedom and helping to fight the war on terror. These men and women often
live in cramped quarters with other personnel and work in challenging circumstances putting
in long hard hours. Too often they find themselves too tired to read a Bible if they had one.
The Military Bible stick contain the entire Audio Drama New Testament and selected Psalms
chosen specifically for "warriors," and is about the size of a pack of chewing gum. It is
designed to military specifications for safe and discreet use. It runs on a single AAA battery.
Any Military person who receives the Bible Stick can also request a free Audio New
Testament or Kids Bible for family members back home.

Military Chaplains need to request the Bible Stick and have been doing so in large
numbers. So far Chaplains have delivered more than 1 MILLION Military Bible Sticks to U.S.
Troops and veterans.
Our congregations have been so encouraged to be able to offer the Word of God to so many
people serving in the U.S. Military. In the last two years we have supplied more than 200
Military BibleSticks for this ministry. For $25 you can provide 1 Bible Stick. For $2500 you
can provide 100 which is enough for an entire Company of Soldiers.
If you are interested in this awesome Mission opportunity you can get more information at:
Military Biblestick
2421 Aztec Rd NE
Albuquerque, NM 87017
MilitaryBibleStick.com; Info@MilitaryBibleStick.com
Peace in Christ, Pastor Al Bolte
Mt. Orab & West Union United Methodist Churches

CONNECTIONS, RESOURCES, MINISTRY & TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES
Shawnee Signals - District UMW Newsletter

West Ohio Camps Registration is Open! Our camping ministry is to be
right at the heart of helping create a culture of call across the West Ohio
Conference. As campers and retreat attendees of all ages experience the
beauty of God's creation through nature, our intent is to provide
a recreational, relational and spiritual environment in which everyone can
hear God's voice calling in new ways on the journey of faith in Christ Our
2019 camp theme is RELENTLESS! We look forward to inspiring
spiritual growth within our campers. Cost of camp should never be a hindrance when
deciding to register for camp. Scholarship funds are available with a short, discreet
application process to help you find the assistance you might need to get your child or teen
to camp. Please email camps@wocumc.org and request a form. Online registration must still
be completed with a minimum $30 deposit paid during online check-out. Register for A
Camp
Bishop Palmer's Conference-Wide Study of Galatians. Beloved in Christ
Jesus: I am inviting us to come together as The West Ohio Conference in
the study of Galatians: Gospel of Grace over the weeks of the Easter
season. While we are not united in our thinking on all matters, we can all
be united in our commitment to turn to the scripture for guidance. As we
read, study, and discuss scripture together, we trust the Holy Spirit to move in our midst
and to speak to us through the living word of God. I hope you will join churches across the
annual conference in a conference-wide all-church series on Galatians. Small group
discussion guides, worship resources, social media options, and communication templates
will be available to you for this series by early April. Promotional Video
Study Guide
Mission U - July 18-21. Mission U is the United Methodist Women's premier
educational event. It is offered in conferences around the country, and
attended by more than 20,000 annually. In West Ohio, Mission u is a
cooperative undertaking of United Methodist Women and the Conference
United Methodist Church. It is an opportunity to study current issues
impacting society, with particular attention to the responsibilities of women in
fulfilling the mission work of the church, and provides an opportunity for all to
grow in faith, hope, and love in action. Both members and non-members of UMW are
encouraged to attend. Click here for more information and to register
Clergy Wellness Resources Available. As the first month of the new year
ends, are you feeling good about your resolutions, financial goals and
healthy lifestyle choices? What would your life look like if you were
emotionally healthy? How would your life be different if your debt was
gone? How much energy would you have if you were at your ideal weight?
What would your ministry accomplish if you were on fire for God?
The Clergy Wellness Task Force along with the West Ohio Conference Benefits Office and
Communications Team joined together to create tools and resources to support you in your
life journey toward wellness. These resources, found on the West Ohio Conference website,
speak to the four key wellness areas in our lives: Emotional, Financial, Physical and
Spiritual. Read More
The Preachers' Relief Society is a voluntary, non-profit benevolent
organization of clergy and their families in the West Ohio Conference of The
United Methodist Church.(READ MORE)

Youth 2019 is for all United Methodist Youth, grades 6-12, and their
leaders. Join thousands for 4 days of discipleship, worship, Bible study,
service opportunities, and life-changing fun! Expect inspiration, support,
and challenges to grow authentically as a world-changing disciple of Jesus
Christ. YOUTH 2019 will provide youth and their leaders with chances to
connect with each other, denominational leaders, and connectional agencies to help them
discover the wide variety of ministries of the United Methodist Church. YOUTH 2019 event

will be held July 10-14 in Kansas City, MO. Visit the website Shawnee Valley District may
offer scholarships - contact District Youth Coordinator, Todd Wallace for Information.
The SOWER VIM Project is a conference wide construction mission to
build new housing in the area served by Henderson Settlement,
Frakes, KY. BROCHURE

Drama Programs available through Martin Denes Ministries. Lifting Up
Jesus / Bringing the Bible to Life.
Click on the link above for more details.

Please continue to donate used and new Christian CDs,
DVDs, books, tracts, daily devotionals, magazines,
Bibles, and Sunday School materials for any age. The date of the materials does not matter.
Love Packages is an endorsed organization of the General Commission on United Methodist
Men, Nashville, TN. See www.lovepackages.org for more information.
Thank you for all donations in 2018. They are shipped overseas to Christians who have
none. (READ MORE) **Donations may be brought to the Shawnee Valley District Office**

PLAN NOW TO ATTEND THESE
SPRING & SUMMER EVENTS
DETAILS WILL BE PUBLISHED IN FUTURE NEWSLETTERS AND ON OUR
WEBSITE
April 6 - Lay Servant Ministry Training - Grace UMC, Waverly
April 7 - District Staff Worship - Manchester UMC
April 9 - DCOM Interviews - Grace UMC, Waverly
April 13 - Outdoor Enthusiasts Outing - Fort Hill
April 19 - Good Friday - All Offices in the West Ohio Conference will be closed
April 27 - Holy Spirit Seminar **EVENT HAS BEEN POSTPONED**
April 27 - DCOM interviews - Grace UMC, Waverly
April 30 - Extended Staff Meeting - District Office
May 4 - Smaller Church Training - Emmanuel UMC, Lucasville
May 11 - Outdoor Enthusiasts Outing - Chalet Nivale Nature Preserve
May 19 - SHV Annual Picnic & Pre-Conference Briefing - Chillicothe
May 27 - Memorial Day - All Offices in the West Ohio Conference will be closed
June 2-6 - West Ohio Annual Conference - Lakeside, Ohio
June 21-22 - District Family Fun Day
July 2-4 - Midwest Mission Journey - Illinois
July 4 - Independence Day - All Offices in the West Ohio Conference will be closed
August 10 - Smaller Church Training - Liberty Chapel at Scrub Ridge

CHURCHES TO PRAY FOR THIS MONTH
(We are praying for multiple churches each week so every church will be included within
one year)

Week of April 7, 2019
Prospect UMC - Pastor John Waugh
Rainsboro UMC - Pastor BettyJo Sommerville
Week of April 14, 2019
Rarden UMC - Pastor Suzanne Hopkins
Resurrection Hope UMC - Pastor Terry Jones
Week of April 21, 2019
Richmond Dale UMC - Pastor Chris Wiseman
Ripley Centenary UMC - Pastor David Harper
Week of April 28, 2019
Rock Camp UMC - Pastor Brad Jenkins
Rome UMC - Pastor Wayne Harper
Week of May 5, 2019
Russellville UMC - Pastors Eric & Melissa Purdy
Sardinia UMC - Pastor Jaime Wirth

HAVE A WEBSITE, FACEBOOK PAGE OR LIVESTREAM? LET US KNOW!
We trying to compile a list of which churches have websites, Facebook pages and livestreams.
If you have a page, we'd like to list them on our district website. It's a good resource for other
churches to see ideas from others. We will compile a list as we receive information.

Diana K Hall, Communications Coordinator | Shawnee Valley District - UMC |
(740) 637-0829 | dhall@wocumc.org | www.shawneevalleydistrict.org

STAY CONNECTED:

