May News & Updates
Visit our Website

2021 WEST OHIO VIRTUAL ANNUAL CONFERENCE
REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS MAY 5
Clergy and Lay Members to Annual Conference must register to
participate in the June 6 and 7 Virtual Conference.
MORE INFORMATION
REGISTER HERE
you must logon to the West Ohio Conference website to register
Instructions can be found HERE
INFORMATIONAL SESSIONS ON RECOMMENDATIONS
CELEBRATION OF MINISTRY
Commissioning & Ordination Livestream
May 19, 3:30 p.m.
CLERGY SESSION
Registration Closes May 12
Request to be Excused
ANNUAL CONFERENCE SPECIAL OFFERING TO SUPPORT
DISASTER RESPONSE

DISTRICT PRE-ANNUAL CONFERENCE BRIEFING & ANNUAL MEETING
MAY 8, 10:00 A.M.
VIA ZOOM
Join a ZOOM meeting to hear what is planned for the 2021 West Ohio Virtual Annual
Conference. We will also hear what's happening around the Shawnee Valley District.

REGISTER HERE

SHAWNEE VALLEY DISTRICT VIRTUAL REVIVAL
MAY 22, 2021
12:00 - 1:30 p.m.
Join District Superintendent Calvin Alston, Jr and other leaders in a VIRTUAL time of
worship, prayer and praise as well as discussions around SHIELDS OF FAITH AND
SALVATION.
The event will be held on the ZOOM platform and registration will be required.
(Due to Zoom limitations, only 300 may register, but you could invites others to watch
with you)

Shields of Faith - Pleasing God, based on Hebrews 11:6
Shields of Salvation - Benefits of Our Faith, based on Psalm 103:1-5

FLYER
(please advertise in your church communications)

REGISTER

Bishop Palmer's Leadership Clinic
with Bishop Michael Curry
"Leadership and the Dangerous Liberation of Love"
Tuesday, May 18, 2021 | 10a - 12p EST
Bishop Palmer is excited to announce his next Leadership Clinic guest, Bishop Michael
Curry, on May 18, 10a-12p EST. The Most Rev. Michael Bruce Curry is Presiding Bishop
and Primate of The Episcopal Church. He is the Chief Pastor and serves as President and
Chief Executive Officer, and as Chair of the Executive Council of The Episcopal
Church. Join us for his teaching titled, “Leadership and the Dangerous Liberation of
Love.” Following Bishop Curry’s teaching, he will be interviewed by Bishop Palmer, and
will be available for LIVE Q&A from participants.
Throughout his ministry, Presiding Bishop Curry has been active in issues of social
justice. He maintains a national preaching and teaching ministry, having been featured
on The Protestant Hour and as a frequent speaker at churches, cathedrals, conferences,
and television news channels around the country and internationally. He has authored
five books and numerous publications including columns for the Huffington Post and the
Baltimore Times. Bishop Curry's latest book: Love is the Way: Holding on to Hope in
Troubling Times was released in 2020. In 2018, Bishop Curry gained global attention as
he preached an unforgettable message of love at the Royal Wedding of Prince Harry
and Ms. Megan Markle.
The first 250 people to register for this Clinic will receive a free copy of the book Love is
the Way . Information will be in your registration confirmation email. If you do not
receive a confirmation email, please email Allyssa: agraves@wocumc.org.

REGISTER HERE

DISASTER RESPONSE - LAWRENCE COUNTY CLEAN UP
There are still many properties in Lawrence County that need brush clean-up due to the
impact of the winter ice storm. Crews from many volunteer organizations have been
hard at work cleaning up downed trees and clearing brush. Many families either can't
physically do the work or cannot afford to hire someone. They are relying on volunteers
to assist them. The Lawrence County Emergency Management Agency has compiled a
list of over 100 properties that still need help. The West Ohio Conference and Shawnee
Valley District can help you coordinate a team. Contact the district office for more
information.

MULTIPLY MINIS: TRAININGS TO MULTIPLY YOUR IMPACT!
Over the past few months, the Office of Fresh Starts and New Beginnings has listened
to leaders as they engaged in conversation around three questions:
What is going well in your church? What are your challenges? How can we best serve
you in this next season?
The result led to Multiply Minis; twenty-two 90-minute online trainings created to meet
the current needs of West Ohio’s leaders. “I’m excited about the format, the variety, the
follow-up options, and the innovative approach of the Multiply Minis, especially since
they are based on the feedback we received. I encourage you to take as many as you
would find beneficial,” says Bishop Palmer. (READ MORE )

Coming in May:
5/12 - Innovative Expressions
5/12 - Reimagine Your Sacred Rhythms of Prayer

5/26 - Where Do We Go From Here

SHAWNEE VALLEY 72-HOUR PACK PROGRAM
FOR CITIZENS RETURNING FROM PRISON
As the Prison Ministry Coordinator for the Shawnee Valley District, I would like for you
and your church to consider becoming involved in a highly impactful ministry to people
who are returning to our communities after serving time in prison. I am inviting our
churches to be ready and willing to welcome people in the name of Christ back to our
counties by becoming a 72-Hour Church. We want to provide a loving network of people
who will come alongside people in one of their greatest times of need.
When someone returns to a community after incarceration, it is a scary and vulnerable
time for them. They are starting life on the outside again with little to nothing in terms
of resources. The first 72 hours after release are a critical time that vastly affects
whether someone will reoffend or not, and we have the opportunity to give a friendly
welcome as well as pragmatic help. (READ MORE )

SHAWNEE VALLEY DISTRICT PARTNERS WITH
THE ZAMBIAN UMC
Several years ago, the Vinson family left our district and went to Zambia, Africa as
missionaries. They invited a team to come from Ohio as a short-term mission trip. Our
team went in May 2019, and the result has been a lasting partnership between our
district and the Zambian UMC.
The Zambian United Methodists are vibrant in worship with lots of singing, dancing,
smiles, and preaching from the Word of God. They count on the movement of the Holy
Spirit among them, and they are growing exponentially in their ministries among the
people of Zambia. As we experienced the depth of their Christian gratitude, faith, and
fellowship, we quickly realized that the American church needs what they have.
On the other hand, the material poverty in Zambia is crushing, and Christian brothers
and sisters experience a level of deprivation that is rarely seen here in Ohio. Our team
came back with a mandate to make a difference in the lives of those who are faithful in
the Zambian UMC. God has blessed us materially, and we each felt the call to come
back to Ohio and do something about the poverty we saw and experienced. (READ
MORE )

WEST OHIO CAMP OTTERBEIN PICNIC TABLE FUNDRAISER
We’re headed outside this summer! To help stop the spread of COVID-19, Camp
Otterbein is serving all our meals outside. We need your help to purchase picnic tables
so our campers have somewhere to sit. Imagine picnic tables spread out across the
lawn with campers enjoying eating together outside!
We have selected high quality steel-frame picnic tables that will hold up to a beating
from campers and stand the test of time. For everyone to have a place to sit, we need
16 tables. Each table costs $275 including the frame kit and lumber.
We can’t make this summer happen without your help! Please consider donating a table
to help create a life-changing experience for campers this summer! You can make
donations online by visiting WestOhioCamps.org and clicking “Donate” at the top of the
page or by mailing checks to:
West Ohio Camps Attn: United Methodist Foundation of West Ohio
32 Wesley Boulevard Worthington, Ohio 43085

OUTDOOR ENTHUSIASTS HIKE
We know that there are plenty of people in the Shawnee Valley District who share a
love for the natural world God has created for us to enjoy. You may love to hike, kayak,
canoe or fish so we thought we would create a monthly adventure for pastors and laity

and their families as well as friends or neighbors to join with others for an adventure in
God’s good creation. We will name a particular place and a starting time on the third
Saturday of each month where you can come enjoy the fellowship of others. The next
outing is scheduled for Saturday, May 15 at Highland Nature Sanctuary, Kamelands
Trail. Join the Shawnee Valley Outdoor Enthusiasts Facebook page to get up to date
information.
Kamelands Trail: 2 mile moderate loop. Mostly level trail. This trail leads through rolling
meadows to the wooded corridor bordering the high bluffs of Rocky Fork Creek, directly
across the gorge from the Forest Museum. This trail boasts immense ancient oaks,
interesting rock formations, and an optional spur trail down to the canyon floor.
Trailhead is 5 miles west of Bainbridge on US Route 50. Park by the old barn (approx
address is 14605 US 50)

Our group was recently highlighted in West Ohio Conference's NewsNet. Read the Article
HERE

WEST OHIO CONFERENCE'S LIGHT THE WAY CAMPAIGN
In 2017, the West Ohio Conference launched the Light the Way Campaign to invest
significant resources in the best tools, leaders and locations that would bring more
people and more communities into the light and life of Jesus Christ. Our original goals
were to raise $5M and to establish a minimum of twelve new churches and or multi-site
ministries over five years.
Since 2017, the Light the Way campaign raised $5M and funded a dozen diverse new
faith communities and over 40 new Fresh Expressions ministries, reaching over 2300
people and baptizing over 250 new believers in West Ohio!
WE EXCEEDED BOTH OUR GOALS! BUT WE'RE NOT FINISHED YET!
Join Us as We Complete the Light the Way Campaign
This outpouring of the Holy Spirit has shown us that to be ready for the future we must
continue to Light the Way for more people to find the redemptive power of Jesus Christ
through a faith community.
We are launching the final phase of our campaign with a new goal of 6 more faith
communities, as well as an additional $2M to fund both these communities and an
endowment fund to help sustain all the Light the Way faith communities into the future.
Join us!

MORE INFORMATION
LETTER TO PASTORS AND CHURCHES FROM DISTRICT COORDINATOR
LETTER OF SUCCESS FROM TRINITY UMC, CHILLICOTHE

RESOURCES & UPDATES
ANNUAL REPORTING DUE DATES
Year-End Statistical Report - February 26
Parsonage Inspection - April 30
Trustee Legal & Property Report - April 30
Fund Balance Report - April 30
Clergy Evaluation - July 1
SAFE SANCTUARIES RESOURCES
SHAWNEE SIGNALS (District United Methodist Women Newsletter)
JAM JAR (Jackson Area Ministries Newsletter - February, 2021)
UNITED METHODIST FOUNDATION OF WEST OHIO
Get to Know the UMFWO
The John Wesley Legacy Society
Is it Time for a Stewardship Program Tune-Up?
Are You Making the Most of Your Endowment?
ALL IN COMMUNITY EQUIPPING EVENTS

2021 GENERAL CONFERENCE POSTPONED TO 2022

CONTINUING OUR PRAYER MINISTRY
It has been a standing custom to list several churches each month to lift in prayer.
Please add these churches and their pastors to your prayer lists this month. Pray for the
congregation, the pastor, their ministries and the communities they serve.
Week of May 2
Ironton First UMC, Pastor Sam Peters
Island Creek UMC, no pastor currently appointed
Week of May 9
Jackson Calvary UMC, Pastor Max Stafford
Jackson Christ UMC, Pastor Jay Madigan & Jane Karl
Week of May 16
Jackson Grace UMC, Pastor Karen Farr
Jeffersonville UMC, Pastor Emory Clark
Week of May 23
Kingston UMC, Pastor Jammie Wilhelm
Leesburg UMC, Pastor Rich Allen
Week of May 30
Liberty Chapel UMC, Pastor Alicia Shaffer
Liberty Chapel at Scrub Ridge UMC, Pastor Alicia Shaffer
Week of June 6
Londonderry UMC, Pastor Jim Steele
Lucasville Emmanuel UMC, Pastor Mike Musser

