
 
March, 2015 
 
Greetings! 
 
Vietnamese people just celebrated Tết Festival—
Vietnamese Lunar New Year—last month. This year’s Tết 
was February 19, when we welcomed the Year of the Goat.  
 
Tết is the biggest holiday in Vietnamese culture. It is a time 
to celebrate new beginnings with family and friends. Many 
Vietnamese people return to their hometown to be with 
their family, pay homage to their ancestors, and visit their 
old friends.  
 
This was my first year celebrating Tết in Saigon. It was 
exciting to feel the lively atmosphere in the week before 
Tết. Streets were filled with yellow flowers and 
watermelons everywhere. People were busy shopping, 
cleaning and decorating their houses, and preparing for 
special foods. The actual Tet holiday was surprisingly quiet 
and much less traffic when people stayed at home or in their hometowns. It is the only time that could cross 
the street without fear of traffic.  
 
My sacred time is New Year’s Eve, called giao thừa in Vietnamese. At midnight on the Eve, when fireworks go 
off, it is the most sacred time for my family to have New Year prayers and blessings. It is blessed to watch the 
New Year in with family and with God’s presence and intimacy.  
 
The Master of Divinity Students: A Story of God’s Transformative Work 
 
“We have noticed a dramatic change with this set of students. They seem to be more willing to participate in 
the class discussion and to complete the tasks that have been set out before them. I am looking forward to 
seeing what these young student/pastors can accomplish. I am honored to be a small part of their learning 
experience.”  
 
This comment of an assistant instructor from United Theological Seminary reflects the transformation that has 
taken place in the M.Div. students at Wesley Theological College. As I began teaching at Wesley in the fall 
2013, I saw in the students the spiritual depth and sincerity and eagerness to learn. Yet, they did not seem to 
have great confidence in their ability to do school work. I saw that their ability to interact in class and to be 
self-disciplined was not as good as it could have been. With this past year’s coaching, mentoring, discipline, 
and prayers, they are now able to do what they thought impossible.  They have demonstrated their interacting 
skill and their determination to complete their work in the past two classes.  
 
God has been working and transforming these young students. God is not finished with them yet. They are 
future pastors/trainers of the UMC in Vietnam. God will use them to accomplish his work here. I am grateful 
and proud of them.  
 
Thank you for supporting the Master of Divinity  program. Your support brings the gift of education, which 
powerfully transformed the future leaders of the church in Vietnam.  
 
 
 

Apricot flowers (hoa mai)—a distinctive Tet 
flower in Southern Vietnam  



Children in Need of Educational Support 
We continue to send gifts to the children through the Bibles & 
Backpacks’ Children Project this July. The Project has helped 
149 orphan and foster children with the basic educational 
materials they need for school and Christian formation for the 
past year. The children who benefit from the project are in 
poverty due to the loss of their parents or their family’s 
economic deprivation. The goal of the project is to bring God’s 
love to the underprivileged children in an effort to help reduce 
poverty’s impact on children’s education. A backpack with 
educational materials can be foster education and Christian 
love to the children in Vietnam where education is greatly 
valued and the best way to escape poverty.  
 
We thank you the Sadler Family Fund, the Shawnee Valley 
District in W. Ohio, and the individuals for joining the effort to 
continue the project this year. We invite all of you to come 
along to support the children. With your help, we can bring 
more bibles and backpacks to the children in need this school 
year.  

 

 
Backpack items: a Bible, a backpack with school 
supplies, a uniform, and a pair of sandals. 

 
To support my mission financially: 
You can give online by using the links below or designate your donation through your local congregation. 
 
#14932A Bibles & Backpacks’ Children Project 
#14932A Wesley’s M.Div. Program 
http://www.umcmission.org/Give-to-Mission/Search-for-Projects/Projects/14932A 
 
 #3021965 Missionary Salary Support 
http://www.umcmission.org/explore-our-work/missionaries-in-service/missionaryprofiles/ 
Nguyen-Quynh-Hoa 
  
Peace and grace, 
Quynh 

Children received the backpacks last year 
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http://www.umcmission.org/Give-to-Mission/Search-for-Projects/Projects/14932A

