February 28, 2017

Asian Young Women’s Leadership Seminar
This seminar has been a great eye-open for me. Previously I had a perception that women will
not be a good leader as compared to men for it is written in the Bible that men are the head of the
house. But it is through this seminar that I understand that women are great leaders as well as
women are no less than men — A Singaporean participant’s reflection.
Wesley Foundation (Japan) held the
seminar in Saigon, between February
6-10, 2017, with the theme of “Be a
Peacemaker.” The seminar was designed to connect, encourage, and inspired young women to get involved with
women’s leadership in peacemaking.
The seminar sessions addressed different registrations of the theme through
lectures, worships, bible studies, workshops, site visits, talent shows, and reflections.
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Vietnamese young women joined with other nine countries in Asia. Together we created an inspiring space where we learned, we prayed, we sang, we played, we laughed, we cried, and we connected with one another to seek peace and pursue it. Young women felt inspired and empowered
to live as peacemakers in their family, their church, and their neighbourhood. Here are some of
their reflections on the event:
I thought that peace was an abstract concept. But in this seminar I saw that I can make peace
where I am. And I learned real women leadership through leaders and friends — Korea
It was my first time to think about peace in details … And I realised my power as a woman. I can
be an effective leader more than any other celebrity to my acquaintances — Korea
I learned that I can be a channel of peace to all the people — Philippines
I learned to be bolder and speak up … and that I always need to push myself out of my comfort
zone regardless of where I am and what I am doing — Malyasia
Women’s leadership does not stop with themselves; it extends to making other leaders — Singapore

For Vietnamese participants, this is the first opportunity they had to experience and discover an
exciting interaction with young women of their age. It helped create a refreshed space for them
to meet, share, learn, and grow. One of them reflected on the seminar:
I realized my responsibility in church and in
society. When I face difficult circumstances, I
usually feel scared, guilty, and not strong
enough to cope with it. But when I participated in this seminar, I felt empowered, and I did
not feel scared anymore. This seminar is a
gift to me. It empowered me to pursue my
vision to be a leader and a peace maker —
Viet Nam
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I am pleased to be a part of the leadership team that brought together beautiful talented young
woman who loved to learn, to take courage, and to make peace. I hope to have opportunities to
continue build on this rich experience for women’s leadership in Vietnam.

Health Kits Update
We distributed more than 200 health kits to
churches in the three rural regions during the
past two months. Kits were distributed to
churches in Camau province, Vietnam’s southernmost tip, and the highland Gialai and Kontum provinces. The kits contain general hygiene
items, blankets, mosquito nets, first aid items,
common medicines, and vitamins. They provide
families and churches with necessary essentials
to deal with cold weather and mosquitos as well
as medicines to control pain, fever, and diarrhea,
which is a common problem to the people here.
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The kits were so special to the people in need.
They had so much to thank for. Here are some of what they have shared with me over the phone:
We are touched to tears because of the gifts. Even our brothers and sisters could not care or help
us this much. We feel loved so much by people from far way we do not even know or meet
– Gialai

My family was too happy to express our thoughts.
The gift is too valuable for us to afford. This
month we don’t have to buy shampoo, soap, and
toothpaste. We will save money to buy food and
clothes – Gialai
The blanket is very warm and large. It covers
three people. I have only one old and cheap blanket that I bought many years ago – Gialai

Gialai and Kontum leaders receive medicines and
vitamins at the United Methodist Center, Saigon

We are very happy to have the medicine. They are
very good. They stop the pain right away. Now
we just go to church to get medicines; we do not
have to go buy medicines in the market – Gialai

Some of us had diarrhea because of the food we ate on Tet (Vietnamese New Year). We took the
medicines and it worked very fast. And thanks to the pain reliever that some children had a fever
got better overnight. And we were very happy to have the vitamins. We feel better with the vitamins, especially for the old people in the church – Kontum
People near the church know that we have good medicines and they ask us. We share with them.
They are our close neighbors – Camau
Again, thank you the Shawnee Valley
District for initiating and funding the
program. And thank you W. Anaheim
UMC for buying and sending the
medicines and vitamins all the way
from California. Your efforts impact
lives, churches, and mission here in
Vietnam. Thank you!

Gialai UMC thank you Shawnee Valley District 😄

To support my Advance #3021965, please
go to: https://secure3.convio.net/gbgm/site/SPageNavigator/gbgm_donate.html?
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Peace and blessings,
Quynh

