
Hillsboro First Deeply Involved in Operation 
Christmas Child 

 
Hillsboro First United Methodist Church has been participating 
in a ministry called "Operation Christmas Child" for several 
years, and this forms a big part of how we fulfill our mission of 
making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 

world. This ministry has a global impact on children throughout 
the world through the organization of Samaritan's Purse, run by Franklin Graham. Each year, 
our people bring in shoe boxes that would otherwise be discarded. We wrap them in brightly 
colored Christmas wrapping paper, and then we fill them with treasures that are age-
appropriate for children in developing countries. Throughout the year, our people are scouting 
stores for sales on items like pencils, notebooks, small stuffed animals, and socks. We fill our 
boxes in one of two ways. Either we buy everything for a particular box and bring it in 
complete, or we add the items we have bought to a growing mountain of items that we then 
use at a packing party when we prepare hundreds of boxes at a time.  
 
This is a ministry that the whole family can be involved in. We have many children that come to 
the packing parties and try to pack as many boxes as they can. We 
have an elderly woman who is mostly home bound who 
takes some time each day to wrap the shoe boxes that 
come into the church. She has literally wrapped 
thousands of boxes for us for the past few years. Once 
the boxes are packed, we add a handwritten note to the 
child and family who will be receiving the box. We are 
excited to know that the churches who distribute these boxes 
on the other end of the process use the boxes as a way of 
introducing families and kids to Jesus Christ. The churches 
are growing exponentially in their outreach because of the 
boxes that are packed here and provided for them.  
 

We like to know where our boxes have ended up in the 
world, and we have tracked their journey. This year, we 
provided 1557 boxes, and they ended up in Rwanda and 
Botswana in Africa. We keep a map of the world in our 
Prayer Room and have plotted the locations where 
Operation Christmas Child boxes have been delivered. We 
continue to pray for the children who receive the boxes 
and for the sister churches that are ministering to them 
and following up with them by using quality disciple-
making curriculum with them. Operation Christmas Child is 

an easy way for a church to become more aware and involved in a global mission, and we 
believe we are better disciples of Jesus Christ because of what He is able to accomplish in us 
and through us by our participation in this ministry. 
 


