Shawnee Valley District Monthly Newsletter - January 2020

Visit Our
Website

IMPORTANT DATES AND REMINDERS
2019 Apportionment Deadline. 2019 Apportionments are due to the District and
Conference offices by January 10, 2020.

Year End Reports - Instructions have been mailed to each church. Reporting is done
online through the EZRA Statistics System. Please contact the District Office for assistance.
Deadline to enter data is February 28, 2020. Instructions and Sample Forms can be
found HERE

Fund Balance Audits . Forms are available online HERE. Due date is April 30. Letters
will be mailed to Financial Secretary, Treasurer & Pastor soon.

Clergy W-2's Click HEREfor information on preparing W-2's for clergy. 2019 W-2s are due
to all employees by January 31, 2020. Information to help with preparing IRS Form W-2 for
clergy, which can be complicated, can be found on the Conference website. Use the
worksheet and example as a guide for preparing your pastor's W-2. This sample spreadsheet
and W-2 is just that, a sample. Your fact set may include more or fewer items to report (for
example, moving expenses which are now taxable if paid or reimbursed are not in the
sample).
Highlights for 2019 W-2's include:
Moving expenses paid by churches directly to moving companies or via reimbursement
to clergy are taxable and must be reported as income (see the moving expense section
of IRS instructions completing W-2's here).
If your pastor received health insurance through the Conference Plan (Aetna) they
received a contribution to their HSA account that should be reported. Clergy on single
plans received $500 in January and July 2018 for a total of $1,000. Clergy on Family2 or Family-3 plans received $1,000 in January and July for a total of $2,000. If two
churches share in the cost of health insurance, adjust accordingly.
All full time clergy and some 3/4 time clergy receive a $50,000 death benefit through
a conference plan. This is in addition to $50,000 available through the
denominational plan (CPP). The cost of group life insurance over $50,000 is taxable.
The imputed income can be calculated based on the table in IRS Publication 15-B.
Note: If your pastor is not on the Conference health insurance plan and your church
has not established its own qualified plan, direct payments to clergy to offset the cost
o f health insurance (for example on a spouse or other employer plan) are taxable
income.
The resources referenced here and on the conference website should answer most of your
questions. However, contact your payroll provider, a CPA or tax preparer if you have
technical questions.

IRS Mileage Reimbursement Rate Drops. The 2020 IRS standard mileage
reimbursement rate is $.575, down from $.580 last year. Please make sure to adjust your
reimbursement forms accordingly.

2020 DISTRICT WINTER MISSION TRIP
January 19 - 25, 2020
A team of 15 volunteers from around the
Shawnee Valley District will be returning to
Laurinburg, North Carolina for the second year.
They will be working alongside Partners in
Ministry to rebuild homes affected by past
hurricane damage. Please pray for the team and
the families they will be helping.

Diana Hall, Team Leader (WCH Grace UMC)

Gary Stabler, Team Leader (Wellston Hope)

Calvin Alston, Jr (District Superintendent)

Al Bolte (Mt Orab & West Union UMCs)

Cindy Bolte (Mt Orab & West Union UMCs)

Ethel Davis (Bainbridge UMC)

Len Holzapfel (Wellston Hope UMC)

Michael Moore (Bear Creek UMC)

Amanda Olaker (Bainbridge UMC)

Pat Reeves (Mt Orab UMC)

Kathy Shriver (Jeffersonville UMC)

Larry Shriver (Jeffersonville UMC)

Diana Skinner (Frankfort UMC)

Bruce Willis (WCH Grace UMC)

Sue Wylie (Mt Orab UMC)

2020 LEADERSHIP TRAINING EVENTS
Three 2-hour training sessions will be held across the District for
Clergy, Staff Parish Team Members, Trustees, Lay Servants and
Lay Members and Finance & Administration. Please plan to attend
one of the locations for helpful information.
February 29 - 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. at Chillicothe First UMC
February 29 - 1:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. at Wheelersburg UMC
March 7 - 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. at Hillsboro First UMC

Kairos Prison Ministry at Ross Correctional Institution (RCI) in Chillicothe
February 6-9, 2020
MANY OPPORTUNITIES TO SUPPORT THE TEAM AND PRISONERS
Good day all,
My name is Bruce Gabriel and I am part of the Shawnee Valley District Prison Ministry Team.
We are in process of contacting all of the United Methodist Churches in the District to
promote participation in prison ministry outreach. Some of you are already involved in some
sort of prison ministry. For those who are not and are looking for ways to become involved,
here is an opportunity to participate in an upcoming Kairos Prison Ministry Weekend.
Below are some things your church can do to become involved, also there is a description of
what Kairos is and what you can do to help. These
7 ways to help are just a few suggestions. I am always available to talk to you and answer
any of your questions. If not this coming weekend, there will be another opportunity in
August. So, here we go . . .
Kairos is an ecumenical, worldwide ministry that brings the love of God and the light of
Christ into prisons. A multitude of volunteers rally to become the hands and feet of Christ for
inmates who come seeking a new way of life.
READ MORE

ANGEL TREE MINISTRY
REPORT TO THE DISTRICT
Brad Jenkins, Angel Tree Coordinator for our district, and I
express our gratitude and appreciation to every person who
stepped up and either sponsored an Angel Tree Child or delivered
gifts to the children. We believe that every Angel Tree Child living
in the Shawnee Valley District who could be located and whose
guardian granted permission for participation was sponsored.
Sponsorship didn't always mean that a church or individual had to do everything. Some
churches that had the financial resources partnered with other churches that were able to
contact the guardians, buy the gifts, and make the deliveries to the children. Jeffersonville
was delighted when a church outside of our district made contact and supplied enough
money for Jeffersonville to buy gifts for 7 children; in fact, Jeffersonville, using both its own
resources and those given by other churches, delivered gifts to a total of 29 children. Though
Christmas is over, Angel Tree hasn't stopped ministering to the children. If you go to the
Angel Tree website, you will see that it also offers camping, sports clinics and mentoring.
Perhaps you might want to get involved in those three avenues of ministry; otherwise, start
planning for your participation next Christmas.

Tom Knauff
District Prison Ministry Coordinator

SPRING LAY SERVANT MINISTRIES COURSES
Lay Servant Ministry is our United Methodist system for lay
leadership development and includes lay speaking as one of the
certifications. The basic and advanced courses are designed to
help develop skills in witnessing to the Christian faith through
spoken communication, church and community leadership, and
care-giving ministries. Specific coursework is required to become
a lay speaker, if desired.
MARCH 14 - BASIC Course: This course is foundational for all
courses in lay servant ministries. Participants are encouraged to
discover and employ personal spiritual gifts as God intended and to consider the importance
of exercising servant leadership, developing future leaders, remaining rooted in consistent
spiritual practices, and being part of a group that holds members accountable in their
discipleship.
MARCH 14 - LAY PASTORAL CARE GIVING : This course offers insights into the life span and
the dynamics of contemporary life to help church leaders reach out with God's love and care
to others.
APRIL 4 - LIVING OUR UNITED METHODIST BELIEFS (HERITAGE): This course will explore the
special gifts of theology, witness, and organization that The United Methodist Church brings
to the church universal, how we got where we are today, and how our distinctive emphases
are still needed in the 21st-century church.
CLICK HERE TO SELECT A CLASS AND REGISTER

CONNECTIONS, RESOURCES, MINISTRY & TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES
Mission Opportunity for Building a House in the Henderson
Settlement Area during the Spring and Summer of 2020
What: SOWER (Sharing Our Witness - Enriching Relationships) is a
conference wide construction mission to build new housing in the
area served by Henderson Settlement.
Objective: To construct a house from the foundation up for a
family in need
Where: Henderson Settlement, Frakes KY (Part of the Red Bird Missionary Conference)
When: May 3-9 & 10-16; July 12-18 & 19-25; August 16-22 & 23-29 of 2020
Cost: $260/volunteer (covers room and board at Henderson Settlement)
Materials: Funds/pledges are needed to cover the materials cost
Contact: Ralph and Carolyn Brandon - 740-344-5581 or sowervimproject@gmail.com
Newsletter
Brochure

Is it time for a Building Check-Up? Whether you are getting set
to launch fall ministries and programs, building your
congregation's budget for 2020, or both, be sure to include a
check-up of your building on your to-do list. An annual building
check-up can prevent small maintenance issues from becoming
major - and may ward off endangering the health and safety of
your congregants and guests. Get started by downloading this checklist produced by The
Academy of Church Business Administrators.

"United Methodism's six churchwide Special Sunday offerings are
an example of a critical web of interactive relationships. When
we add our dollar to the dollar of another, the gift is multiplied.
It is that gift of abundance that makes a difference and serves as
a beautiful witness to the world and to the gifts of the gospel."
Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey, President, Council of Bishops More
Information and Resources

Jackson Area Ministries Newsletter

Safe Sanctuaries policies prepare your congregation and its
ministries to provide safety and care to children, youth, and
vulnerable adults, as well as to those who serve them. In 2014,
the West Ohio Annual Conference adopted a recommendation
stating that every church would have a Safe Sanctuaries policy.
MORE INFORMATION

UMC Cyber Campus is a multilingual learning portal to theological and
higher education that aims to enhance global access to free and
affordable high-quality digital educational resources. We strive to
develop confident and knowledgeable Christian leaders on an ongoing
basis. The United Methodist Church (UMC) is a worldwide church. We believe in connecting
people through faith and education globally. There are 13 United Methodist seminaries , 119
UMC universities, schools, and colleges in the United States, and we are connected to 750
Methodist related schools around the world. The General Board of Higher Education and
Ministry (GBHEM) leads and serves The United Methodist Church in educating, nurturing, and
preparing leaders for the church and the world. UMC Cyber Campus is a multilingual Christian
learning space where you can get these higher educational materials anywhere and anytime.

The Preachers' Relief Society is a voluntary, non-profit benevolent
organization of clergy and their families in the West Ohio Conference of The
United Methodist Church.(READ MORE)

Drama Programs available through Martin Denes Ministries. Lifting Up Jesus /
Bringing the Bible to Life. Click on the link above for more details.

Please continue to donate used and new Christian CDs,
DVDs, books, tracts, daily devotionals, magazines, Bibles,
and Sunday School materials for any age. The date of the materials does not matter. Love
Packages is an endorsed organization of the General Commission on United Methodist Men,
Nashville, TN. See www.lovepackages.org for more information. Thank you for all donations
in 2018. They are shipped overseas to Christians who have none. (READ MORE) **Donations
may be brought to the Shawnee Valley District Office**

PLAN NOW TO ATTEND THESE DISTRICT EVENTS
DETAILS CAN BE FOUND OUR WEBSITE

January 14

- Leadership Team Meeting

January 19-25

- District mission trip to North Carolina

January 20

- Martin Luther King, Jr. Day - All Offices in the West Ohio Conference
will be closed

February 29

- Regional Leadership Training Event - A.M. at Chillicothe First UMC;
P.M. at Wheelersburg UMC

March 7

- Regional Leadership Training Event - Hillsboro First UMC

March 14

- Lay Servant Ministries Classes: BASIC & Lay Pastoral Care

April 4

- Lay Servant Ministries Class: Living Our UM Beliefs

CHURCHES TO PRAY FOR THIS MONTH
Please add these churches to your prayer list pray for the congregation, the pastor, their
ministries and the community they serve
(We are praying for multiple churches each week so every church will be included within
one year)
Week of January 5
Aberdeen UMC
Alma UMC (Pastor Keith Richardson)
Andersonville UMC (Pastor Dennis Ray)

Week of January 12
Auburn UMC (Pastor Mary Cyrus)
Austin UMC (Pastor Neil Foster)
Bainbridge UMC (Pastor Matt Brookes)
Week of January 19
Bear Creek UMC (Pastor Frances Newman)
Beaver Emmanuel UMC (Pastor Chris Clark)
Beaver Faith UMC (Pastor Brian Hedden)
Week of January 26
Belfast UMC (Pastor John Waugh)
Bethel (Scioto) UMC (Pastor Rick Phillips)
Bishop Hill UMC (Pastor Haden Davis)
Week of February 2
Bloomingburg UMC (Pastor Phillip Webb)
Browns Chapel UMC (Pastor Vera Welker)
Center UMC (Pastor AJ Bernard)

HAVE A WEBSITE, FACEBOOK PAGE OR LIVESTREAM? LET US KNOW!
We trying to compile a list of which churches have websites, Facebook pages and livestreams.
If you have a page, we'd like to list them on our district website. It's a good resource for other
churches to see ideas from others. We will compile a list as we receive information.

Diana K Hall, Communications Coordinator | Shawnee Valley District - UMC |
(740) 637-0829 | dhall@wocumc.org | www.shawneevalleydistrict.org

STAY CONNECTED:

