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IMPORTANT DATES AND REMINDERS
Year End Statistical Reports - Instructions have been mailed to each church. Reporting is
done online through the EZRA Statistics System. Please contact the District Office for assistance.
Deadline to enter data is February 28, 2020. Instructions and Sample Forms can be found HERE

Fund Balance Audits . Forms are available online HERE. Due date is April 30. Letters
will be mailed to Financial Secretary, Treasurer & Pastor soon.

Leadership Training Days. Invite key leaders to attend one of three locations to
receive important information about their roles. February 29 (two locations) or March 7
(one location)

Registration for Overnight Accommodations at Annual Conference opens
March 2. Check HERE for details.

2020 LEADERSHIP TRAINING EVENTS
Three 2-hour training sessions will be held across the District for
Clergy, Staff Parish Team Members, Trustees, Lay Servants and
Lay Members and Finance & Administration. Please plan to attend
one of the locations for helpful information.
February 29 - 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. at Chillicothe First UMC
February 29 - 1:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. at Wheelersburg UMC
March 7 - 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. at Hillsboro First UMC
WHO SHOULD ATTEND?
READ MORE

YOGA CLASSES OFFERED AT RAINSBORO UMC
Life can be stressful and we have read and heard of all the
damage stress can do in your body and mind. Many people suffer
from arthritis, inflammation and other sorts of autoimmune
disease and are in daily pain because of it.
Over the years many of my discussions with my doctor over such
concerns always led to physical therapy, massage, yoga, less
stress as a few of the suggestions to avoid certain medications for a healthier happier life.
When I came to Rainsboro I asked around if anyone knew anyone who taught yoga in the
area.
This led me to a person in my congregation, Tracy Reveal. She has been certified as a yoga
instructor and teaches at the Barefoot and Balanced studio in Hillsboro. When I asked her
about starting a class at the church she gladly welcomed the idea and we started offering
classes January 13th of this year.
Tracy is an amazing person to learn and practice yoga
with. She starts us out with what is called Hatha Yoga, a
beginners yoga of stretching and holding poses to release stress
and pain that we accumulate throughout our days. We at times
will do some Vinyasa Yoga, where we will transition through poses
for a light cardio workout. We end our hour with Savasna where
we do some relaxation techniques. I find this a very good time to
pray and give my worries of the day over to God.
Often times people will steer away from yoga due to the
spiritual practices associated with it and that is certainly
understandable. But we at Rainsboro are working to destress and be healthier through yoga
practices, while giving our hearts and minds to God.
If you would like to join us, we meet on Mondays from 7pm-8pm at Rainsboro UMC. The

cost is free with donations welcome to provide our instructor with a gift for her time and
expertise.
If you have any questions you can email Rev. Jamie Darling jamiedarling1.9@gmail.com

HOLY SPIRIT SEMINAR - AWAKEN
April 4, 2020
GREENFIELD FIRST UMC
Sponsored by United Theological Seminary & the Shawnee
Valley District
Featuring Dr. Luther Oconer
Associate Professor of United Methodist Studies at UTS
The Holy Spirit Seminar is a conference on the person and
work of the Holy Spirit. The seminar is a one-day event that
features the best in pneumatological (the study of the person & work of the Holy Spirit)
theory and practice from top Renewalist scholars and practitioners. The goal is threefold:
Inspiration, Instruction & Imparation. The mission of the seminar is to allow the person and
work of the Holy Spirit to inspire, to instruct, and to impart the life of God to United
Methodists and to the larger Body of Christ.
The seminar is for everyone and anyone with a hunger to know more of the person and
work of the Holy Spirit.
Cost is $49 per person (Students & United alumni $19)
CEUs for clergy is available for an additional $20
Online Registration will open soon

BREAKTHROUGH PRAYER INITIATIVE AND FAMILY
TIES CLASSES AVAILABLE
West Ohio Conference "Traction Tracks" are short burst training
events to help your congregation gain traction and begin to move forward towards new
vita lity. West Ohio's Missional Church Consultation Initiative (MCCI), a focused
training/coaching/resourcing initiative of the Episcopal office and cabinet that has included
several dozen congregations and pastors over the last few years, has identified a number of
key components that we've seen can provide a congregation of any size and setting with a
dose of traction to begin to move ahead in vitality. To learn more about Traction
Tracks click here.

SMALL CHURCH ESSENTIALS CONFERENCE
March 27 and 28
Sponsored by the CAN District, TARRP, Rural Life Sunday Funds
and the West Ohio UMRA
Marysville First UMC
This is a large conference focused exclusively on the smaller church!
Speaker Rev. Karl Vaters, author of the book "Small Church Essentials" and "The
Grasshopper Myth", will be joining us from Orange County, California. His organization New
Small Church exists to encourage, connect and equip innovative Small church leaders. "We
believe being small is not a problem to fix, but a strategy God wants to use." Sessions
include:
Redefining Success in Ministry (Friday evening)
Thinking Like a Great Small Church
A New Way to Look at Vision-Casting
Becoming a Healthy Church, No Matter Your Size
Finding and Mentoring Volunteers in Today's Small Church
You can read more about Karl here. The cost is $25/person for both days, with a maximum
cost of $50/church, no matter how many people attend. The training will run from 7:00 9:00 pm on Friday and 9:00 am - 3:00 pm on Saturday.
BROCHURE
REGISTER
Rev. Karen Montgomery is the contact for questions around this event,
pastorkarennlumc@gmail.com, 513-255-2232.

SPRING LAY SERVANT MINISTRIES COURSES
Lay Servant Ministry is our United Methodist system for lay
leadership development and includes lay speaking as one of the
certifications. The basic and advanced courses are designed to
help develop skills in witnessing to the Christian faith through
spoken communication, church and community leadership, and
care-giving ministries. Specific coursework is required to become
a lay speaker, if desired.
MARCH 14 - BASIC Course: This course is foundational for all

courses in lay servant ministries. Participants are encouraged to
discover and employ personal spiritual gifts as God intended and
to consider the importance of exercising servant leadership,
developing future leaders, remaining rooted in consistent spiritual
practices, and being part of a group that holds members
accountable in their discipleship.
MARCH 14 - LAY PASTORAL CARE GIVING : This course offers
insights into the life span and the dynamics of contemporary life
to help church leaders reach out with God's love and care to
others.
**APRIL 18 - LIVING OUR UNITED METHODIST BELIEFS (HERITAGE): This course will explore
the special gifts of theology, witness, and organization that The United Methodist Church
brings to the church universal, how we got where we are today, and how our distinctive
emphases are still needed in the 21st-century church. **NOTICE DATE CHANGE
CLICK HERE TO SELECT A CLASS AND REGISTER

PAUMCS SEEKING NEW MEMBERS
The Ohio Chapter of PAUMCS ( Professional
Administrators of the United Methodist Connectional Structure) was a dream of Bob Storey,
Coordinator of Communications for the West Ohio Annual Conference. In 1988 the General
Conference approved legislation allowing the General Council on Finance and Administration
(GCFA) to sponsor PAUMCS. But Ohio PAUMCS did not become a reality until 1991 when it was
established at a gathering at the Green Street United Methodist Church, Piqua, Ohio in
October of 1991.
Celebrating over 28 years of service, Ohio PAUMCS is committed to its purpose of
recognizing the position of the church administrator as a professional within the church. By
providing leadership and educational opportunities around Ohio, the Ohio PAUMCS chapter is
linking secretaries, administrative assistants and volunteer staff as an effective support
group in local ministry.
The officers and members invite you to use the attached membership application to renew
or begin your association with a group of men and women who are committed to serving at
the local church. Individual membership is $25.00 and a staff membership is $40.00.
Applications are due by February 15, 2020 to Lorri Phile, 53 Towne Commons Way, Apt. 13,
Cincinnati, OH
45215-6139.
If you have any questions, please email Lorri at
office@cliftonumc.com.

CONNECTIONS, RESOURCES, MINISTRY & TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES
KAIROS PRISON MINISTRY. iNTERESTED? Contact District Prison
MInistry
Team
Member,
Bruce
Gabriel
for
many
opportunities. READ MORE

2020 ANGEL TREE REGISTRATION. It is not too early to register
for 2020 Angel Tree Christmas. The earlier you register, the
better Angel Tree can plan for new church recruitment in areas
that need more support to serve local families. Please contact
Mary Hamelin, Angel Tree Program Specialist for Ohio, to register
mary_hamelin@pfm.org Web: www.prisonfellowship.org

Mission Opportunity for Building a House in the Henderson
Settlement Area during the Spring and Summer of 2020
What: SOWER (Sharing Our Witness - Enriching Relationships) is a
conference wide construction mission to build new housing in the
area served by Henderson Settlement.
Objective: To construct a house from the foundation up for a
family in need
Newsletter
Brochure
Is it time for a Building Check-Up? Whether you are getting set
to launch fall ministries and programs, building your
congregation's budget for 2020, or both, be sure to include a
check-up of your building on your to-do list. An annual building
check-up can prevent small maintenance issues from becoming
major - and may ward off endangering the health and safety of

your congregants and guests. Get started by downloading this checklist produced by The
Academy of Church Business Administrators.

"United Methodism's six churchwide Special Sunday offerings are
an example of a critical web of interactive relationships. When
we add our dollar to the dollar of another, the gift is multiplied.
It is that gift of abundance that makes a difference and serves as
a beautiful witness to the world and to the gifts of the gospel."
Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey, President, Council of Bishops More
Information and Resources

Jackson Area Ministries Newsletter

Safe Sanctuaries policies prepare your congregation and its
ministries to provide safety and care to children, youth, and
vulnerable adults, as well as to those who serve them. In 2014,
the West Ohio Annual Conference adopted a recommendation
stating that every church would have a Safe Sanctuaries policy.
MORE INFORMATION

UMC Cyber Campus is a multilingual learning portal to theological and
higher education that aims to enhance global access to free and
affordable high-quality digital educational resources. We strive to
develop confident and knowledgeable Christian leaders on an ongoing
basis. The United Methodist Church (UMC) is a worldwide church. We believe in connecting
people through faith and education globally. There are 13 United Methodist seminaries , 119
UMC universities, schools, and colleges in the United States, and we are connected to 750
Methodist related schools around the world. The General Board of Higher Education and
Ministry (GBHEM) leads and serves The United Methodist Church in educating, nurturing, and
preparing leaders for the church and the world. UMC Cyber Campus is a multilingual Christian
learning space where you can get these higher educational materials anywhere and anytime.

The Preachers' Relief Society is a voluntary, non-profit benevolent
organization of clergy and their families in the West Ohio Conference of The
United Methodist Church.(READ MORE)

Drama Programs available through Martin Denes Ministries. Lifting Up Jesus /
Bringing the Bible to Life. Click on the link above for more details.

Please continue to donate used and new Christian CDs,
DVDs, books, tracts, daily devotionals, magazines, Bibles,
and Sunday School materials for any age. The date of the materials does not matter. Love
Packages is an endorsed organization of the General Commission on United Methodist Men,
Nashville, TN. See www.lovepackages.org for more information. Thank you for all donations
in 2018. They are shipped overseas to Christians who have none. (READ MORE) **Donations
may be brought to the Shawnee Valley District Office**

PLAN NOW TO ATTEND THESE DISTRICT EVENTS
DETAILS CAN BE FOUND OUR WEBSITE

February 29
March 7

- Regional Leadership Training Event - A.M. at Chillicothe First UMC;
P.M. at Wheelersburg UMC
- Regional Leadership Training Event - Hillsboro First UMC

March 10

- District Leadership Team Meeting

March 14

- Lay Servant Ministries Classes: BASIC & Lay Pastoral Care

April 4

- Holy Spirit Seminar

April 18

- Lay Servant Ministries Class: Living Our UM Beliefs

CHURCHES TO PRAY FOR THIS MONTH
Please add these churches to your prayer list pray for the congregation, the pastor, their
ministries and the community they serve
(We are praying for multiple churches each week so every church will be included within
one year)
Week of February 2
Bloomingburg UMC (Pastor Phillip Webb)
Browns Chapel UMC (Pastor Vera Welker)
Center UMC (Pastor AJ Bernard)
Week of February 9
Chesapeake UMC (Pastor Anthony Thomas)
Chillicothe First UMC (Pastor Doug Cox)
Chillicothe Trinity UMC (Pastors Kurt King, Ann Marie Carley & Jim Wade
Week of February 16
Clarksburg UMC (Pastor Vera Welker)
Coal Grove Memorial UMC (Pastor Brad Jenkins)
Coalton UMC (Pastor Tom Jividen)
Week of February 23
Hallsville Community UMC (Pastor Greg Gardner)
Concord UMC (Pastor Mike Rhoads)
Week of March 1
Crouse Chapel UMC (Pastor Janette Elliott)
Defender UMC (Pastor Bill Flannery)

HAVE A WEBSITE, FACEBOOK PAGE OR LIVESTREAM? LET US KNOW!
We trying to compile a list of which churches have websites, Facebook pages and livestreams.
If you have a page, we'd like to list them on our district website. It's a good resource for other
churches to see ideas from others. We will compile a list as we receive information.

Diana K Hall, Communications Coordinator | Shawnee Valley District - UMC |
(740) 637-0829 | dhall@wocumc.org | www.shawneevalleydistrict.org

STAY CONNECTED:

