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Visit Our
Website

Webinar Provides Tips for Getting Through a
Church Audit
Thursday February 7 at 7:30 p.m.
Every congregation needs to do a church audit, but it doesn't
have to be a big expense or an insurmountable obstacle. There is
a great Local Church Audit Guide, available free for United
Methodist churches, that will take you through it step by step. Going through the process
builds confidence among your financial leaders and projects transparency to your donors.
Join us on Thursday, February 7, at 7:30 pm EST (6:30 pm CST) as we explore the tools that
can make this process easier than you thought. Register Here

SHV MINISTRY SESSION
Tuesday, February 12
10:00 a.m - NOON
Prospect United Methodist Church
8859 E Prospect Road, Hillsboro, OH 45133
Join the District Leadership Team and others to share in a short time of learning. This
session will focus on UMCOR's Disaster Response Program and also their Connecting
Neighbors program. Diana Hall, District Disaster Coordinator and Jeff Walker, Conference
Disaster Coordinator will conduct this session.
Anyone may attend these sessions. A complimentary lunch will be provided following the
learning session. Please call the District Office to reserve a meal.

Volunteers in Mission Team Leader Training
Calvary United Methodist Church
483 Chllicothe Street, Jackson
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Join experienced team leaders to learn skills and information for planning and leading a
mission team both locally and abroad. This training will look at the role of the Spiritual
Guide and provide practical resources for nurturing the spiritual life of team members. It will
also equip you to lead others in mission where you will see and experience the abundant
miracles of God's love. Details & Register

Bishop Gregory V. Palmer will host a simulcast at the
West Ohio Conference Office on Saturday, March 2 at
10 a.m. in response to the actions of the special session
of General Conference which will be held in late February.
All interested West Ohioans are welcome to participate.
To date, there are 22 host sites throughout West Ohio.
These are the confirmed host sites listed by
district: Capitol Area North: The West Ohio Conference Center, Marysville and
Trinity; Capitol Area South: Pickerington Peace, Grove City, Reynoldsburg and Newark
First; Foothills: Zanesville Coburn; Maumee Watershed:Epworth, Napoleon Christ and
Maumee; Northwest Plains: Ada First, Shawnee, Findlay St. Mark's, Bryan Wesley, Kenton
First, and Grand Lake; Miami Valley: Troy First; Ohio River Valley:Mason UMC and Faith
Community; Shawnee Valley: Waverly Grace; Hillsboro First and Chillicothe

Trinity.
The General Conference is the highest legislative body in The United Methodist Church. It is
the only body that can speak officially for the denomination. The purpose of the Special

Session of the General Conference is to act on a report from the Council of Bishops based on
the recommendations of the Commission on a Way Forward. The 32-member Commission
was appointed to examine paragraphs in The Book of Discipline concerning human sexuality
and exploring options to strengthen the unity of the church. Contact Kay Panovec
at kpanovec@wocumc.org with any questions.
More Information on the Special Session of General Conference

Outdoor Enthusiasts Group
Winter & Spring Hikes
Join D.S. Brent Watson and others from around the Shawnee
Valley District for an enjoyable morning in the great outdoors.
March 9 - Scioto Trail State Park, Chillicothe
April 13 - Fort Hill Earth Works and Nature Preserve, Hillsboro
May 11 - Chalet Nivale Nature Preserve, Peebles
We gather around 9:30 a.m. and enjoy our sack lunches together
when we're through. Anyone is welcome!

Shawnee Valley Prison Ministry Volunteers are Stepping Up to Manhood
Every week, United Methodist men are leading groups at the Southern Ohio Correctional
Facility in Lucasville and at the Ross and Chillicothe Correctional institutions in Chillicothe
through the Stepping Up to Manhood program. Beginning in 2018, Shawnee Valley Prison
Ministry Volunteers helped launch this 10-week program that helps and inspires men to keep
moving with courage toward being the men that we can be and that God has called us to be.

Chillicothe Correctional
Institution Stepping Up Class
The program encourages participants via video, printed material, classroom teaching, and
mentoring to learn, recognize, and follow the biblical concepts of manhood. By teaching and
encouraging the participants to grasp the responsibilities of manhood, Stepping Up
graduates will be better prepared to reenter society as fathers, role models, and American
citizens.
In writing the forward to Dennis Rainey's book, "Stepping Up: A Call to Courageous
Manhood," Mr. Crawford Loritts writes, "the message of the Stepping Up program is core and
critical to the direction of families, churches, and nations. Participants will witness and learn
to address the voids and dysfunctions caused by men who really don't know who and what a
man is. When men do not step up to embrace the seasons of their lives, it damages hope for
those who are following and limits the impact these men will have during their moment in
history."
"All of us need help in the journey toward authentic, intentional manhood. The Stepping Up
program is a powerful, engaging resource that has been made available to our Ohio
Department of Rehabilitation and Correction for free. We are using what God has provided
us and the State has invited us to use to disciple our brothers inside," says Gary Hopkins,
Shawnee Valley's Prison Ministry Coordinator
Prison ministry volunteers are in great demand as our mission fields are full of people who
are experiencing incarceration. When Jesus sent forth the 70 disciples into the world, He
blessed them by saying, "the harvest is truly great, but the laborers are few (Luke 10:2-9).
By pursuing the United Methodist mission of making new disciples for Christ for the
transformation of the world with our imprisoned neighbors, we will harvest with greater
abundance.
For information concerning prison ministry opportunities via the Shawnee Valley District,
please contact the District Office.

Mission Team Successful in North Carolina

Twenty three folks from around the Shawnee Valley District teamed up the last week of

January
and traveled to Laurinburg, North Carolina to help repair some homes damaged by recent
hurricanes.
In cooperation with the North Carolina Conference UMC and Partners in Ministry, Inc., the
team worked closely with the construction coordinators and repaired water and wind damage
on three homes in the Red Springs area.
When the media leaves the scene and FEMA is gone, it is assumed that everything is
complete and that everyone has all of the damaged fixed. As we traveled through Red
Springs to the homes we had been assigned, it became evident that there was still plenty to
do. Many roofs still had tarps, indicating shingle and roof damage still to be repaired.
Lenwood Graham, the construction coordinator for Partners in Ministry, Inc. (PIM)
continues to assess more homes that have been missed. PIM receives word of needs,
assesses the property and family needs and puts them on the list to assist. Financing comes
from grants and donations.
Our team was blessed with many knowledgeable members, who jumped right in. We
removed shingles, sheet rock, insulation, and vinyl flooring. We put new shingles on two
homes, installed new insulation, sheet rock, doors and vinyl flooring in one home and did
many hours of cleaning in three homes. To see the smiles of appreciation on the
homeowners' faces was worth all the hard work.
There is still a huge need for teams to help in North Carolina and many other locations. It
is helpful to have one or two team members knowledgeable in construction and many willing
helpers.
If your church is interested in forming a team, contact District Disaster Coordinator, Diana
Hall at the District Office.
North Carolina Conference - UMC Disaster Response Program
More Information on Partners in Ministry, Inc.
Facebook Video
Pictures

No Man Left Behind Live
Trinity United Methodist Church
24 S Mulberry Street, Chillicothe
March 30, 2019

Thousands of leaders have seen their ministries transformed by Man in the Mirror's No Man
Left Behind Model, a proven process for discipling men that is customizable to your church.
The newest training format, No Man Left Behind Live is coming to Chillicothe.
FLIER FOR ADVERTISING

CONNECTIONS, RESOURCES, MINISTRY & TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES
West Ohio Camps Registration is Open and Looking for Counselors for
this Summer. West Ohio Camps is looking for leaders to be counselors at
our three camps this summer. A great camp counselor is someone who
serves as an amazing mentor, big sibling, facilitator, manager, and allaround go-to person for a group of young people. While you serve the Lord
and share yourself with the youngsters, you can reap the many benefits as
well. You will build leadership skills, enjoy the outdoors, boost your
resume, and get paid to have fun!
Join The Team Register for A Camp
Men's Gathering at United Theological Seminary. On Saturday, Feb. 9,
United Theological Seminary's Pohly Center invites men to gather for a
morning of worship, encouragement and inspiration led by Brian Tome,
Senior Pastor of Crossroads Church (Cincinnati, OH) and Rosario Picardo,
Director of United's Pohly Center. This event is open to both clergy and
laity. Continuing Education Units are available. Learn more and register at united.edu/theuprising.
West Ohio Conference Seeking Safe Sanctuaries Trainers . Each district
is asked to identify 4-6 potential trainers and communicate those names
to Rebecca Hug by Monday, February 18. We will host a "Train the
Trainers" event on Saturday, April 13 from 9AM-4PM at the West Ohio
Conference office, with lunch included. As we are investing in district
leaders, the cost of the training will be free to trainees. Details of requirements to become a
trainer.
Next Generation Leadership Ministry Opportunities
Intern Application process . Since its inception, the Next Generations
Leadership Ministry Interns have been able to discern calls to Ministry

and Service in a variety of ways. The pay for the Internship is
$4600.00 during the summer, starting May 20 and ending July 29 .
Internship placements are with engaging local churches throughout the
West Ohio Conference and include trips to local Ohio Seminaries as
well as in the Mid-Western part of the United States. Applicants must
be college students who are available for the duration of the
Internship. Please encourage students who have expressed a desire to explore a call
to ministry and/or service to apply HERE. The Application Deadline is March 6,
2019. For questions, please email Rev. Donnetta Peaks, dpeaks@wocumc.org or call
614-844-6200, 314.
Next Generation Leadership Ministry - Mentor and Host Church Application. The
Next Generation Leadership Ministry Program is now taking applications for
Mentors/Host Churches for the summer of 2019. For clergy and congregations with a
passion for developing young leaders, this is a great opportunity to mentor a young
person who has a desire to serve in the church and explore a call to ministry.
Application
Job Opening - Intern Coordinator. The Next Generation Leadership Ministry Intern
Program is now taking applications for an Intern Coordinator. This position is fulltime, May 13-August 3 with the potential to be part-time August through May 2020.
Interested persons should submit a Resume with a cover letter to Rev. Donnetta
Peaks, dpeaks@wocumc.org. Please click here for the Job Description.
Deacons of the West Ohio Conference for the 2019 Deacon Formation
Event and Order of Deacons' Gathering March 29. All Deacons in any
status, Provisional, Ordained, Retired, and Exploring in West Ohio and
throughout the Connection are welcomed to participate. This event will
meet the Book of Discipline requirement for a Deacon Formation Event. Please note that in
order for this event to count as a formation event toward ordination as a full member
deacon, participants must attend both Friday night and all day Saturday. Our featured
presenters are Bishop Gregory Palmer, Presiding Bishop for West Ohio and Rev. Michelle
Foster, a Deacon from the Western North Carolina Conference who specializes in Self Care
and Healthy Boundaries Training. Providing leadership to the work of a Deacon and updates
on how Deacons will move forward are Rev. Rachel Miller, Chair of the Division of Deacons
and Rev. Benji Sayre, Chair of the Order of Deacons. Register HERE,
Clergy Wellness Resources Available. As the first month of the new year
ends, are you feeling good about your resolutions, financial goals and
healthy lifestyle choices? What would your life look like if you were
emotionally healthy? How would your life be different if your debt was
gone? How much energy would you have if you were at your ideal weight?
What would your ministry accomplish if you were on fire for God?
The Clergy Wellness Task Force along with the West Ohio Conference Benefits Office and
Communications Team joined together to create tools and resources to support you in your
life journey toward wellness. These resources, found on the West Ohio Conference website,
speak to the four key wellness areas in our lives: Emotional, Financial, Physical and
Spiritual. Read More
Online resources available for local Congregations to better engage
persons with disabilities. (Click Here)
Church Accessibility Audit
Disability in Scripture
Disability Simulation- printable "stations" to experience disability of
varying kinds, both visible and invisible
Understanding Disability- terminology
Building Your Team- Building a team who will focus on the accessibility for and
ministry opportunities by persons with disabilities
Better Practices- suggestions for Sunday school
ResourcesTheological, Parental, and Church Resources including links to
the Annual Accessibility Assessment
Good Works Seeks Interns. Good Works has been a Community of HOPE in
rural Appalachian Ohio since 1981. They are currently seeking interns who
want to grow in their love for God and love for others as they reach out to
people struggling with poverty. Good Works' 9-week Summer Service
Internship provides participants with room and board and a stipend, and runs
from June 9 to August 10, 2019. They are currently accepting applications
and inquiries for all of their internships. Click here to learn more. (Application Deadline is
March 31)
Spirit and Truth Conference at United Theological Seminary March 7-9, 2019 (Press Release)

The Preachers' Relief Society is a voluntary, non-profit benevolent
organization of clergy and their families in the West Ohio Conference of The
United Methodist Church.(READ MORE)

Youth 2019 is for all United Methodist Youth, grades 6-12, and their

leaders. Join thousands for 4 days of discipleship, worship, Bible study,
service opportunities, and life-changing fun! Expect inspiration, support,
and challenges to grow authentically as a world-changing disciple of Jesus
Christ. YOUTH 2019 will provide youth and their leaders with chances to
connect with each other, denominational leaders, and connectional
agencies to help them discover the wide variety of ministries of the United Methodist
Church. YOUTH 2019 event will be held July 10-14 in Kansas City, MO. Visit the website
Shawnee Valley District may offer scholarships - contact District Youth Coordinator,
Todd Wallace for Information.
The SOWER VIM Project is a conference wide construction mission to
build new housing in the area served by Henderson Settlement,
Frakes, KY. BROCHURE

Drama Programs available through Martin Denes Ministries. Lifting Up
Jesus / Bringing the Bible to Life.
Click on the link above for more details.

Please continue to donate used and new Christian CDs,
DVDs, books, tracts, daily devotionals, magazines,
Bibles, and Sunday School materials for any age. The date of the materials does not matter.
Love Packages is an endorsed organization of the General Commission on United Methodist
Men, Nashville, TN. See www.lovepackages.org for more information.
Thank you for all donations in 2018. They are shipped overseas to Christians who have
none. (READ MORE) **Donations may be brought to the Shawnee Valley District Office**

PLAN NOW TO ATTEND THESE WINTER EVENTS
DETAILS WILL BE PUBLISHED IN FUTURE NEWSLETTERS AND ON OUR WEBSITE
February 12, 2019
SHV Ministry Session
February 16, 2019
Volunteers in Mission Team Leader Training
March 2, 2019
Leadership Training for Laity & Clergy **This Event Has Been Cancelled
March 9, 2019
Outdoor Enthusiasts Hike
March 16, 2019
Lay Servant Training
March 19, 2019
SHV Ministry Session

CHURCHES TO PRAY FOR THIS MONTH
(We are praying for multiple churches each week so every church will be included within
one year)
Week of February 3, 2019
Manchester UMC - Pastor David Sugarbaker
Maple Grove UMC - Pastor Jon Silveous
Marshall UMC - Pastor BettyJo Sommerville
Week of February 10, 2019
McColm Chapel UMC - Pastor To Be Determined
McDermott UMC - Pastor Frances Newman
Minford UMC - Pastor Dennis Bell
Week of February 17, 2019
Moore's Chapel UMC - Pastor Dennis Grooms
Mt Carmel UMC - Pastor Mike Rhoads
Mt Nebo UMC - Pastor Mike Starkey
Week of February 24, 2019
Mt Orab UMC - Pastor Al Bolte
Nauvoo UMC - Pastor Pete Shaffer
New Faith UMC - Pastor Don Mundy
Week of March 3, 2019
New Harmony UMC - Pastor Tracey Taylor
New Hope UMC - Pastor Anthony Thomas

Nipgen UMC - Pastor Haden Davis

HAVE A WEBSITE, FACEBOOK PAGE OR LIVESTREAM? LET US KNOW!
We trying to compile a list of which churches have websites, Facebook pages and livestreams.
If you have a page, we'd like to list them on our district website. It's a good resource for other
churches to see ideas from others. We will compile a list as we receive information.

Diana K Hall, Communications Coordinator | Shawnee Valley District - UMC |
(740) 637-0829 | dhall@wocumc.org | www.shawneevalleydistrict.org

STAY CONNECTED:

