
Spirit Sunday at Wheelersburg UMC 

The word “spirit” in the dictionary is defined as the 

quality of courage, energy, and determination or 

assertiveness. Spirit Sunday, first executed in 2013, 

was planned to challenge a community to pray and to 

celebrate the students of our community, who 

dedicate hours to their teams and activities. This year, 

Spirit Sunday occurred on Sunday, August 24, 2014 at 

the 11:00am service. Private donations were sought 

to purchase signs for every school in the county which were placed on the front lawn of the 

church to take after the service. Seven hundred and fifty signs were given away representing 

over 15 schools and are a lasting   reminder to pray for a neighbor child. Every sign handed out 

last year totaling over 700 are still standing.   For our neighboring school 2000 silicone bracelets 

will be handed out at football games. These small gifts to the community are evidence of the 

light that can be found in God and the power of prayer.    Mathew 5:16 defines the goal of Spirit 

Sunday very clearly, “Let your light so shine before men that they may see your good works and 

praise your father in heaven.” 

The sanctuary was decorated with every school banner in the county a breakfast was served 

prior to the service for high school students.  The breakfast speaker, Randy Arnett CEO of 

Southern Ohio Medical Center spoke about leadership.  It was an advertisement for the 

breakfast that occurs every Friday of the school year at the Wheelersburg Church called 

Leadership Breakfast.  This event coordinated by the local football coach brings in 60-80 

students and features guest speakers each week who speak on leadership. 

The service was void of any church language or tradition.  Programs were printed on graphic 

postcards with the speaker’s pictures. The service consisted of two student leaders, a 

cheerleader and the quarterback of the football team, and a coach. They spoke with 

determination and conviction.   We closed the service with the Wheelersburg School Band 

playing “Hang On Sloopie.”    

Every student in attendance, from preschool through college, was given the opportunity to give 

their name to an adult to pray for them for the year.   The day will be measured a success if 

months from now, we could count the number of adults who made praying for a student a 

huge priority.  We may be one of the poorest counties in Ohio, we may have a drug problem 

but we are rich in faith, full of support for our teams. We can fill a stand. We are now being 

called to prayer. It may just transform a community, one sign, and one prayer at a time. 


