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A God Story 

Let me tell you about Robin (name has been changed).  Robin is 33 years old and 

found herself in jail… Again… She had stolen from Walmart.  You see, her husband had 

died 5 years prior, and she was trying to raise 5 kids on the death benefits which were 

not nearly enough to sustain them.  Unable to make ends meet, she had resorted to 

stealing.  Brought up herself in a dysfunctional family, she was all alone in the world.  One day in jail, she found out that 

there was a pastor willing to talk with her.  She jumped at the opportunity!  She began weekly meetings with the pastor, 

and found out there was a church willing to walk with her in this frustrating journey called life, and for the first time, she 

found hope and promise.  Robin eventually got out of jail, and began the hard work of evaluating how her life could 

function long term.  With the help of a team of folks from Walnut Street Church who met with her weekly, and the 

support of a Bible study group that she also met with weekly, Robin is now a member of Walnut Street Church and for 

the first time ever, finding hope in life, and in Jesus! 

The Background and the Future 

Walnut Street Church’s jail ministry began with a prayer that we pray frequently at Walnut Street Church… “Lord, take 

us to where you need us, and then give us the courage to be used by you. The jail ministry actually started before 

Robin… It started with a young 20-year-old girl who had a big drug problem.  We saw her regularly at our Sunday 

afternoon ministry in the park, and told her many times that if she was ever ready to get off drugs, we’d walk with her 

through that process.  Well, that time came, and she turned herself in and we began weekly visits in the jail as she 

awaited trial which would eventually send her off to rehabilitation.  During weekly visits with her, she indicated that 

there were other girls who would like to talk with a pastor.  As she began sharing their names, Pastor Lori began a list, 

and began visiting two girls per day (the max allowed).  Soon the visits were 4 days per week, 8 girls per week.  Each girl, 

once visited, was promised a weekly visit until she got out, went to prison, or to rehab.  This process began back in 

November of 2014.   

To date, 21 girls in jail have gone through the process of weekly visitation with prayer and plans and hope-filled 

discussion.  As the girls have gotten released to rehab or prison, we’ve stayed in contact through letters and visits.   And 

those released back into the community have been offered, and some accepted, a continued relationship.  We are in the 

process of starting a ministry called “New Beginnings” in which a person who is seeking support to better their life joins 

the program.  They meet weekly with a team of people to walk alongside, help evaluate short and long term goals.  They 

also come to our weekly Bible Study and are spiritually renewed and connected to the body of Christ. This has been an 

amazing, eye-opening and God-filled process as we’ve had to ask ourselves what it really means to love.    We’ve come 

to the conclusion that love is not simply a transaction of giving something to someone (although there is a time for 

that!)  It is a commitment to journey with folks, through valleys and hills, and to do life together in Christ’s name. 


