
Ripley Centenary UMC celebrates World Communion Sunday with Otradney UMC, Russia 
 

Many anniversaries are great; this one was super!  Last year on 
World Communion Sunday the Centenary U.M.C. in Ripley and the 
Otradney U.M.C. of the Volga district in Russia celebrated the 
sacrament together by way of Skype. It was a great blessing. This 
year we brought Rev. Yevgeny Stambrovsky of the Otradney 
U.M.C. here to Ripley to be our guest, to bring us the morning 
message, and to share the sacrament with us. Katya Oreshina, a 
student at the Methodist Theological School, was the interpreter.   
We were privileged also to have as our guests Superintendent 
Brent Watson and Rev. Dee Stickley Miner who brought greetings 
from Bishop Palmer.  The biggest surprise for Katya and Yevgeny 
was when our choir sang “Bozhe Nas Spacetyel” in Russian.  They 
said they could understand us. 

 
Like so many highly anticipated events things went a bit wrong.  Yevgeny’s flight from New York to Cincinnati was 
delayed, then cancelled.  For a moment, put yourself in the place of a non-English speaking Russian preacher in Kennedy 
Airport with no flight to catch. That’s what I did sitting on the edge of Rt.71 with cars whizzing by. Then, Katya got a text 
message from Yevgeny.  Everything was wonderful!   New Yorkers were friendly and helpful.  He was in a hotel and we 
could pick him up at the airport tomorrow. All he had to do was catch a flight to Philadelphia, transfer to another flight 
to Cincinnati, and he was here.  
 
This was followed by a week filled with dinners at church, restaurants' and homes.  Then there were tours of local 
attractions such as the Rankin House, of Underground Railroad fame, Rockin’ Robin’s 50’s soda shop, and a rainy cruise 
on the Ohio River. The Zoo trip was rained out but the Omnimax and Museum Center were a hit.  And of course there 
was SHOPPING!  The Russians always shop.  A Ruble goes much farther here.  Then we drug Yevgeny and Katya into a 
room full of people, dressed in tiger stripes, to experience a group of fans watching a Bengals game.  The game was 
incomprehensible, but the fans were a riot.  Together we prayed, worshiped, and studied UM beliefs with Pastor Zedda 



Myers.  We spoke of our hopes for the future of our ministry together.  Yevgeny's top priority is that we pray for one 
another, by name.  
 
This all began three summers ago when 12 Russians from the Samara U.M.C. were the guests of the Aberdeen U.M.C. 
and Centenary U.M.C. for a day.  The next summer Carol Harper of the Aberdeen Church and Debbie Pfeffer from 
Centenary went to visit the Samara and Otradney Churches.  They stayed in homes and established many deep 
relationships.  All this led to the two World Communion services described above. Up next, May 16th and 17th is the 
Russia Initiative IMT (in Ministry Together), a gathering of Russian and American partners, hosted for the first time in 
Moscow, with trips to Otradney, Samara, and maybe even St.Petersburg. 
 
I sense God’s finger writing lightly and lovingly in our lives leading our little church into blessings unimagined.   
 
What’s next?  We'll keep you posted. 
 

Dave Harper, Pastor of Centenary U.M.C., Ripley, OH 


