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“And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it 

unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” Matthew 25:40  

 

 December 14, 2013 was just another Saturday to many people in our world. They get up, 

get dressed, go to the store, clean the house, fix lunch, play with the kids, maybe a basketball 

game in the afternoon; you know the drill. Well, we (the folks of Island Creek UMC) entered a 

completely different world that day. Seventeen ordinary people, all in the name of Jesus Christ, 

set out to help a group of people to whom living in poverty is just another day. We got in our 

cars with all of the “stuff” we had collected to take with us, food, used clothing, toys, 

toiletries, etc. and headed out for Kentucky.  While on our mission trip we stopped at three 

locations in three differentcounties; Clay, Leslie, and Perry. These three counties have a median 

income of $18,969 per household. We had the opportunity to serve approximately 180-200 

families while stopping at three different places; Big Creek, KY, Turkey Creek, KY, and Stinnet, 

KY (Barwick).  

 I knew, mostly, what to expect, people who needed our assistance. However, what I had 

imagined was completely erased by the stark reality of the desperate need of these people. 

Dirt floors and gaping holes in the windows is a small glimpse into their everyday living 

environment. The used “stuff” to us turned into their Christmas shopping. What a humbling 

experience! What started out as a mission trip to help people in need, turned into those same 

people truly helping us instead. A trip set out to help others, gave us the best Christmas gift in 

return, gratefulness for what God has blessed us with, but mostly for the people we served. 

Who knew, we would be blessed instead? 


