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For the past 10 years, Coal Grove Memorial has been 

intentional about reaching out to the community that 

they serve in the form of a block party for all the 

residents.  We have been very adamant about making 

sure that this continues every single year, and is 

completely free for all who come and participate throughout the day.  We noticed when this 

started, that there was a need for the community to know who we were and why we existed in 

the community, and with each passing year, it has grown and become a great success. 

In this event we offer a free hot meal to all who come, which usually consists of hotdogs and/or 

brown beans and cornbread, dessert and drinks.  People come and eat and sit around the front 

lawn of the church while listening to some entertainment throughout the day.  This gives a 

great way for people within the church to sit and talk with others and begin to build those 

relationships with people.  Our entertainment varies each year.   There have been all different 

styles of music in the previous ten years, from heavy rock, contemporary, southern gospel, 

bluegrass, and even a couple years an Elvis Impersonator!  

In addition to the entertainment and food, we also have a local hospital come and provide a 

free health fair for those that want to participate.  We have games and inflatables for the 

children that come as well as a corn-hole tournament which is open to any teams in the 

community that want to come and play.  We give out prizes throughout the day that have been 

donated by businesses within the community and a couple times we have had our local fire 

department come and give away free smoke detectors to those that needed them.  This year 

we are adding a giveaway of a bag packed with school supplies for each child that comes to the 

event. 

It is always great to see how many people show up and have a great time.  We usually average 

between 150-200 people coming throughout the day, and we hope they all leave feeling the 

Love of Christ.  A grandmother and her grandson attended last year, and this is what they said 

in our local newspaper, “It is awesome.  There is so much to do and you get to learn about the 

Lord.  It’s great to get people involved in the community!”  That’s what it’s all about! 

Brad Jenkins 

Pastor, Coal Grove Memorial UMC 

“Loving God; Loving Others; Changing the World!” 


