
300 People Attend Pool Party in Jeffersonville 
  
The West Ohio Conference has promoted community partnerships. An example of how that can be successful 
was the free family pool party that was held on August 4 in Jeffersonville. Jeffersonville UMC; Grace UMC, 
Washington Court House; Jeffersonville Masonic Lodge; and Jefferson Ohio Eastern Star worked together to 
provide a ministry that attracted 300 people. Anything in Jeffersonville that attracts 300 people is a major 
accomplishment. MedFlight landed during the event, and party participants were allowed to tour the 
helicopter. Grace UMC brought their bounce houses. The Masonic Lodge 

and the OES provided the food 
and face painting. The 
Jeffersonville UMC also used 
the event to promote and 
register children for their 
Vacation Bible School.  
 
  

The Jeffersonville UMC 
started the free family pool 
party in 2014, and 175 
people attended. In 2015 
attendance grew to 220. Since the Masonic Lodge, the OES and 
Grace UMC, had been sponsoring summer block parties in 
Jeffersonville, a lodge member and Pastor Tom Knauff started 

talking about the advantages of the four groups working together for the pool party. The end result was a cost 
savings for Jeffersonville UMC, and more people were reached. Conversations have begun regarding the 
possibility of doing three free pool parties next summer, and another group has expressed interest in joining 
the partnership. 
  

Below are some comments that were made 
about the pool party. They are not exact 
quotes but contain the essence of what 
people said. 

 Someone from Bloomingburg 
handed one of the lodge members 

$50.00 and said, “I think this is great. You have 
here rich people, poor people, people from 3 different races, and some drug 

people from Bloomingburg, but they are all getting along with one another and having a great time.”  

 Two people said, “Some of these people cannot afford to go on a vacation, so being able to come to a 
totally free pool party is their vacation for the summer.” 

 Some of the pool employees stated that they really appreciated the Christian music that was played 
during the party.  

  


