
One Matters: Sonners Chapel 
 

 

In God’s kingdom, every person matters. No matter how much they give. Regardless of how often 

they attend church. No one gets left behind. One Matters is a West Ohio Conference initiative 

celebrating what each person brings to the life of a congregation. It looks at how churches are 

reaching out into local communities to welcome new faces in their midst. It is the story of God’s 

kingdom coming to earth, being brought to fruition one person at a time. For more, go to 

westohioumc.org/onematters. 

Sonners Chapel is a small country church in a village of 50 to 100 people. 

“When I walked in the doors it felt like I was getting a big hug. It is a very 

accepting congregation,” said Pastor Lloyd Shoemaker.  The congregation is 

tightly knit, providing food to families after funerals and VBS and youth 

activities for the community. “It is important to start with the young people. It 

strengthens the congregation and energizes the older members,” Pastor 

Shoemaker commented. “You can’t get it done by faking it. People have to 

see the genuine love of Jesus Christ.”  

In 2014, eight people were baptized and joined the church. Both Sonners 

Chapel and Fairfax UMC, where Lloyd is also pastor, were represented on the 

banks of the creek nearby for the baptisms and the new members were 

welcomed with open arms. 

One of those baptized was Tim, who said, “My 

mom would be so proud of me. She was always 

trying to get me to church.” Tim also remarked 

that he could see himself in the pastor, knowing 

that he too had made mistakes, and that was the 

only reason he was at this church. 

There was also a family whose mother joined the 

church after her children accepted Christ in VBS 

the previous summer. She asked that they all be 

baptized. After attending for a while, she said 

she could “feel Jesus” at Sonners Chapel.  

Pastor Shoemaker hopes his church can 

introduce more people to Jesus, especially young 

people, and that their faith grows on a personal basis. He saw evidence of this when a man who was fighting a heroin addiction and had been 

attending the church was asked by the men’s group to help with an event that they were hosting for the women. He jumped right in and has been 

active ever since.   
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