
“Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have hope: because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. 
They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.”—Lamentations 3:21-23 
 
West Virginia Governor Earl Ray Tomblin called the flooding that began June 23 “among the worst in a century”.  President Obama 
signed a major disaster declaration for three of the hardest hit counties- Greenbrier, Kanawha and Nicholas. Twenty five people are 
now confirmed dead, with people still missing in Greenbrier County. The small town of Rainelle is grieving the death of 15 people, 
with others still missing. Mayor Andrea Pendleton poignantly said, “I weep for my people, I weep for the businesses.”  (USA To-
day)  As followers of Jesus, we know that Jesus also weeps. 

 
As flood waters continue to recede, whole communities are facing the devastation left covered in mud and debris. Homes destroyed. 
Businesses gone. Memories swept away. Loved ones no longer alive. Into this reality the United Methodist Church brings the heal-
ing presence of Jesus’ love.  We will stay with the people and the communities long after the media spotlight has vanished, because 
we follow the prompting of God’s Spirit, not the media spotlight. 

 
We have invited you to extend extravagant generosity of heart, time and treasure in many ways over these past few years, and you 
have been faithful. You have shown the power of Christian compassion that cares for those we do not know.  We come to you once 
again asking you to pour out your compassion to those in West Virginia. Below are specific ways you can do this. 
 

Pray for those living through this terror, the National Guard still engaged in search and rescue, the thousands of people providing 

care and presence.  Pray that we will be able to come together to offer the gifts of presence and resources needed to build hope for 
the future. 
 

Give from your compassionate heart.  The work of recovery is long and it costs money. There are two different ways in which you 

can financially support the United Methodist response in West Virginia. 
 Support the work of UMCOR through Advance Special # 901670.  

 Congregations may send offerings to the West Ohio Conference Office, 32 Wesley Blvd, Worthington, Ohio 
43085. Indicate Advance Special # 901670 on the check. 

 Individuals may give gifts on line. Please go to Disaster Response to make a donation.  Complete the information 
on the form and select United States Disaster Response Advance #901670 on the drop down box. 

 Support the Work of the West Ohio Disaster Response Team.  Our conference and district disaster leaders are already 
working with people in West Virginia.  Plans are being made to send in disaster teams to assist communities and families. 
Your support will allow West Ohio to assist with needs in our neighboring annual conference. 

 Congregations may send offerings to the West Ohio Conference Office, 32 Wesley Blvd, Worthington, OH 
43085. Indicate West Ohio Disaster on the memo. 

 Individuals may give gifts on line. Please go to West Ohio Disaster Relief to make a donation.  Complete the 
information on the page and select West Ohio Disaster Response on the drop down box. 

 

Wait to Serve This is not the time to go to West Virginia.  Professional responders are still securing areas, and communities need 

to build capacity to host volunteers from outside.  West Ohio will provide information when volunteer needs will be known and sys-
tems created on the ground. 

 
Thank you for being Easter people committed to the hope of resurrection in the midst of chaos and despair.  It is a sacred privilege to 
lead in your midst. 
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http://www.westohioumc.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=7833&qid=1837752
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