
Local Church Looks to Help the World’s Hungry 
Pastor Dave Roach seeks assistance from Jackson students 
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Despite there being enough food for everyone in the world to receive adequate 
nutrition, an estimated 925 million people are chronically hungry. 
 
This was one point driven home by Jackson’s Christ United Methodist Church 
Pastor Dave Roach during the Tuesday, June 28 meeting of the Jackson City 
Schools Board of Education.  He was present that night to share information 
about a community project being undertaken by his church in hopes of garnering 
the support of other local organizations, including those from the Jackson School 
system. 
 
Feet My Starving Children is a Christian nonprofit hunger relief organization that 
works with volunteers to produce MannaPack Rice, a scientifically formulated 
food that is culturally acceptable worldwide.  Organizations in nearly 70 countries 
distribute these meals to children in greatest need.  On October 14 and 15, Roach 
hopes to bring this initiative to the local community and address this global need 
through the Jackson County Cares MobilePack Program.  Currently, the plan is to 
purchase and pack at least 150,000 meals for children around the world at the 
Christ United Methodist Church in Jackson. 
 
“Our community is very blessed,” Roach stated, “and this is one way we feel that we can help the community realize 
how truly blessed we are by helping those who literally starve.” 
 
Roach’s church will need to fill a minimum of 750 two-hour sots with local volunteers to create the food packs.  A total 
of 22 cents per meal will also need to be raised, which equates to $33,000.  He explained the food is purchased from and 
the packaging materials are provided by the Feed My Starving Children organization.  Each food pack will feed between 
6 and 12 people in need. 
 
This project, according to Roach, is meant to help those in need overseas and not on the local front.  He explained his 
church provides meals daily to local children in need, and gave example of other feeding programs already present in 
the area. 
 
“This is just an opportunity to be reminded that the world is bigger than just Jackson County,” Roach said.  “There are 
people all over the world that we have a responsibility to help when in need.” 
 
As for the help that could be provided from the Jackson City Schools, Superintendent Phil Howard explained many 
school groups and clubs carry a requirement for students to perform a certain number of community service hours.  He 
further said many of these students are often looking for ways to meet that requirement, and this project could offer a 
solution. 
 
To learn more about this event, visit www.jaksoncountycares.com, or contact Pasto Roach or Laura Fain at 40-2-3491.  
Those wishing to make check donations should make the checks payable to Christ United Methodist Church and be 
marked “Meals”.  Donations may be mailed to Christ United Methodist Church, 150 Portsmouth Street, Jackson, Ohio  
45640.  
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