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Welcome to the Shawnee Valley
 On behalf of the 160 Congregations, District Directors, Leadership Team and staff, let me greet you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. We are a diverse district covering nine counties of southern Ohio. Our boundaries stretch from near Huntington, West Virginia to the eastern borders of Cincinnati, Ohio; and, from Portsmouth on the Ohio River north to just below Circleville near Columbus, our Capital. Our purpose is to support the congregations of the Shawnee Valley in their efforts to make new disciples of Jesus Christ. The resources of the district are focused on the training and deployment of leaders for the ministry of disciple-making. Our prayer is to strengthen the local church’s capacity to mission beyond its walls to the local community and world that God loves. One question focuses and guides our work, “how can the Shawnee Valley District help you make new disciples of Jesus Christ?”  We are constantly exploring ways we can help through our Acts Two training events that provide world class opportunities for leadership development around the Five Fruitful Practices. We have learned how God works as we collate our resources and move mountains: one shovel, one basket, and one cart at a time through our “Rally in the Valley.” There isn’t any “mapquest” on how congregations and districts will move forward into this culture that is so fluid and turbulently transitional. Together, in partnerships of training and deployment, we see congregations courageously moving out toward new horizons in innovative ministries to the world God loves. These congregations are becoming our “mapquest” by breaking through into new forms of ministry to the unattached people of their communities. Our prayers and hopes ride with these courageous congregations as they let the Spirit move them toward unfamiliar horizons to make room for new people and new places of worship and service.
     For the past two years it has been my pleasure and privilege to be a part of the movement of God in this Valley!  With excitement I wonder what horizon God will journey with us towards in 2010? 
Welcome to this new Web Page, I hope and pray it will become another source of support in our journey together in making new disciples of Jesus Christ. 
God's Best, Joseph 
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